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In the modern theater of multi-domain operations, information is not merely a supportive element but a primary 

weapon system. The United States Marine Corps (USMC) Military Occupational Specialty (MOS) 0231, 

Intelligence Specialist, serves as the critical node in this information-centric environment. These professionals are

responsible for the collection, processing, analysis, and dissemination of intelligence vital to the decision-making

processes of commanders at every level of the Marine Air-Ground Task Force (MAGTF). This technical analysis

explores the foundational requirements, operational methodologies, and strategic impact of the 0231 MOS,

providing an in-depth resource for those seeking to understand the mechanics of military intelligence.

1. Foundations of MOS 0231: Entry Requirements and Prerequisites

The role of an Intelligence Specialist is intellectually demanding and requires a high degree of cognitive agility and 

personal integrity. To qualify for MOS 0231, a Marine must meet rigorous physical, mental, and security standards. 

Unlike many entry-level roles, the intelligence field necessitates a long-term commitment to maintaining a Top 

Secret/Sensitive Compartmented Information (TS/SCI) security clearance.

1.1 Cognitive and Aptitude Benchmarks

Success in the intelligence field begins with the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB). While

minimum requirements can fluctuate based on Marine Corps Manpower requirements, the general technical (GT)

score remains the primary metric for eligibility.

•  General Technical (GT) Score: A minimum score of 110 is typically required to ensure the candidate 

possesses the linguistic and mathematical reasoning necessary for complex analysis.

•  Clerical (CL) Score: A high proficiency in clerical and administrative reasoning is often sought to manage the 

vast quantities of data and reports inherent to the job.

1.2 Security Clearance and Eligibility

Because Intelligence Specialists handle classified materials concerning national security, the background 

investigation is exhaustive. The Single Scope Background Investigation (SSBI)evaluates a candidate's financial

history, foreign influences, criminal record, and psychological stability. Maintenance of this clearance is a

continuous requirement, with periodic reinvestigations occurring every six years (or as dictated by Tier 5

investigation standards).

2. Theoretical Framework: The Intelligence Cycle

The operational output of an MOS 0231 is governed by the Intelligence Cycle. This six-step process ensures that

raw data is transformed into actionable intelligence that reduces uncertainty for the commander.

2.1 Planning and Direction

This phase involves identifying the Priority Intelligence Requirements (PIRs). The 0231 works with the S-2

(Intelligence Officer) to determine what the commander needs to know about the enemy, the weather, and the

terrain to make successful tactical decisions.



2.2 Collection

0231s do not always pull the trigger, but they direct the sensors. This includes managing requests for information 

from various sources: HUMINT (Human Intelligence), SIGINT (Signals Intelligence), GEOINT (Geospatial 

Intelligence), and OSINT (Open Source Intelligence).

2.3 Processing and Exploitation

Raw data is rarely useful. In this phase, Intelligence Specialists convert technical data (such as encrypted signals

or satellite imagery) into a format that analysts can interpret. This involves data entry, translation, and initial filtering.

2.4 Production and Analysis

This is the core competency of the 0231. Using Structured Analytic Techniques (SATs) , specialists evaluate

information for reliability and credibility. They look for patterns, anomalies, and indicators of enemy intent.

2.5 Dissemination

Intelligence is useless if it does not reach the decision-maker in time. Specialists produce Intelligence Summaries

(INTSUMs), Intelligence Reports (INTREPs), and briefings tailored to the specific needs of the unit, whether it is a

platoon on patrol or a General at a MEF (Marine Expeditionary Force) headquarters.

2.6 Evaluation and Feedback

The cycle is continuous. Specialists must assess whether the intelligence provided satisfied the PIRs and adjust

collection strategies accordingly.

3. Technical Analysis: Data Processing and Analytical Tools

An Intelligence Specialist must be a power user of sophisticated software and databases. The modern battlefield is

saturated with data, and the 0231 acts as the filter that prevents information overload.

3.1 Specialized Software Suites

Specialists utilize several key systems to perform their duties:

•  Command and Control Personal Computer (C2PC): Used for tracking friendly and enemy movements in real-

time.

•  Palantir: A powerful data integration and analysis platform used to identify connections in massive datasets.

•  ArcGIS: Used for detailed terrain analysis and creating specialized maps that overlay enemy positions with 

geographic data.

•  GCCS-M: The Global Command and Control System-Maritime, used for broader strategic situational 

awareness.

3.2 Methodology of Analysis

Intelligence Specialists use standard military formulas to assess information. One such framework is the Reliability 

and Credibility Rating. Every piece of information is assigned a code (e.g., A-1, B-2) to tell the commander how

much trust to place in the report.



Reliability of Source Credibility of Information Meaning

A - Completely Reliable 1 - Confirmed by other sources Information is highly likely to be true.

B - Usually Reliable 2 - Probably True Source has a good track record; info 
is plausible.

C - Fairly Reliable 3 - Possibly True Source is inconsistent; info lacks 
corroboration.

D - Not Usually Reliable 4 - Doubtfully True Source has a history of inaccuracy.

E - Unreliable 5 - Improbable Source cannot be trusted; info is likely 
false.

F - Reliability Cannot be Judged 6 - Truth Cannot be Judged Insufficient data to evaluate.

4. Operational Roles Across the MAGTF

The versatility of the 0231 MOS is evident in how these Marines are distributed across the Marine Corps. Their

duties shift significantly depending on the echelon of command to which they are assigned.

4.1 Battalion Level (The Tactical Edge)

At the infantry battalion level, an 0231 works in the S-2 section. Their focus is on IPB (Intelligence Preparation of 

the Battlespace). They study the immediate terrain (Avenue of Approach, Key Terrain, Obstacles) and the specific

enemy units the battalion is likely to encounter.

4.2 Regiment and Division Level

At higher echelons, the scope widens. Specialists at the Division level manage larger-scale collection assets like

UAV (Unmanned Aerial Vehicle) squadrons and coordinate with Counterintelligence (0211) and Imagery

Intelligence (0241) teams. They focus on regional trends and enemy movement at the operational level.

4.3 Marine Expeditionary Force (MEF) Level

At the MEF level, 0231s support the Commanding General. Their analysis influences strategic decisions that affect 

tens of thousands of Marines. They interface with national-level intelligence agencies such as the CIA, NSA, and 

DIA to ensure the MEF is integrated into the broader Intelligence Community (IC).

5. Comparison: 0231 vs. Allied Intelligence MOSs

While the 0231 is the most common intelligence MOS, it is distinct from other specialized roles within the 02XX

occupational field.



MOS Code Title Primary Focus Key Difference

0231 Intelligence Specialist All-source analysis, 
briefing, IPB

Generalist/Synthesizer of 
all intelligence types.

0211 CI/HUMINT Specialist Interrogations, source ops, 
counter-espionage

Requires lateral move; 
focus on human interaction.

0241 Imagery Intelligence Spec. Analyzing satellite and 
aerial photos

Highly technical focus on 
visual/spectral data.

0261 Geographic Intelligence 
Spec.

Surveying, cartography, GIS Focus on the physical 
environment/mapping.

6. Training Pipeline: From Recruit to Specialist

The journey to becoming an 0231 involves several rigorous training phases designed to build both Marine Corps

discipline and technical proficiency.

6.1 Entry-Level Training

1.  Recruit Training: 13 weeks of transformation into a basic Marine.

2.  Marine Corps School of Infantry (SOI): Basic combat skills training. Every Marine is a rifleman first.

3.  Intelligence Specialist Entry-Level Course: Located at the Marine Corps Intelligence Schools (MCIS) in Dam 

Neck, Virginia. This course covers the basics of the intelligence cycle, map reading, computer systems, and 

briefing techniques.

6.2 Advanced Training and Certifications

As an 0231 progresses in rank, they have the opportunity to attend advanced courses such as the MAGTF 

Intelligence Officer Course (MIOC) for senior enlisted or specialized schools for Targeting, Collections 

Management, or Information Operations. Many of these military courses translate directly into civilian

certifications recognized by the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) and other agencies.

7. Case Study: IPB in an Urban Environment

To understand the practical application of the 0231 skill set, consider an Urban Operations scenario. The

Intelligence Specialist must conduct a four-step Intelligence Preparation of the Battlespace (IPB):

1.  Define the Operational Environment: Identifying the three-dimensional nature of the city (subways, 

skyscrapers, street level).

2.  Describe the Effects on Operations: How does the "urban canyon" affect radio signals or line-of-sight for 

snipers?

3.  Evaluate the Adversary: Analyzing the enemy's urban combat doctrine—do they use civilian populations as 

shields?

4.  Determine Adversary Courses of Action (COAs): Predicting whether the enemy will defend the city block-by-

block or retreat to a fortified center.

The specialist's ability to accurately predict these factors directly saves lives by allowing the commander to bypass

enemy strengths and exploit weaknesses.

8. Common Challenges and Failure Modes



Intelligence is not an exact science; it is an exercise in probability. 0231s must remain vigilant against several

operational hazards:

•  Confirmation Bias: The tendency to look for information that supports a pre-existing belief about the enemy's 

intent while ignoring contradictory evidence.

•  Information Overload: In the age of drones and social media, specialists can be buried in too much data, 

leading to "analysis paralysis."

•  Timeliness vs. Accuracy: Delivering a perfect report too late is a failure. Delivering an inaccurate report on 

time can be a catastrophe. Balancing these is the specialist's greatest challenge.

9. The Future of MOS 0231: AI and Machine Learning

As we move toward the mid-21st century, the 0231 role is evolving to incorporate Artificial Intelligence (AI) and 

Machine Learning (ML). Future specialists will be required to manage algorithms that can scan thousands of

hours of video or millions of social media posts in seconds. The 0231 of the future will be as much a "data scientist"

as they are a traditional intelligence analyst, requiring an even higher degree of technical literacy.

The Intelligence Specialist (MOS 0231) remains the backbone of the Marine Corps' ability to see through the "fog

of war." Through a combination of technical mastery, rigorous analytical methodology, and an unwavering

commitment to accuracy, these Marines ensure that the MAGTF remains the world's premier crisis-response force.

Whether in a windowless vault at a MEF headquarters or in a dusty tent in a forward-deployed location, the 0231

provides the clarity needed to win in an increasingly complex global landscape. The transition from raw data to

actionable intelligence is a high-stakes process, and the 0231 is the professional entrusted with its execution.
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