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The study of the Quranic sciences is anchored by foundational texts that have preserved the oral tradition of the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) through rigorous academic methodologies. Among these, Matn Ash-Shatibiyyah,
originally titled Hirz al-Amani wa Wajh al-Tahani(The Provider of Desires and the Countenance of Joys), stands as
the most influential didactic poem in the science of the Seven Qira'at (variant readings). Written by Imam Abu al-
Qasim bin Firruh bin Khalaf al-Shatibi al-Andalusi in the 12th century, this 1,173-verse poem transformed the
complex field of Quranic phonetics and linguistic variations into a structured, memorizable system. This article
provides an in-depth technical analysis of the Shatibiyyah, its mnemonic architecture, and its role in contemporary
Tajweed scholarship.

The Historical and Scholarly Context of the Shatibiyyah

The science of Qira'at is not merely about different pronunciations but represents the diverse ways the Quran was
revealed and narrated through authentic chains (Isnad). Before Imam al-Shatibi, the primary reference was the
book Al-Taysir fi al-Qira’'at al-Sab' by Imam Abu Amr al-Dani. Imam al-Shatibi took the prose content of Al-Taysir

and condensed it into a Lami'ahpoem (ending in the letter Lam). The significance of this transition cannot be
overstated; it allowed students to carry the entire discipline of the Seven Qira'at in their memory, ensuring the
preservation of the 'Shatibiyyah Route' (Tariq al-Shatibiyyah).

The Scope of the Seven Readings

The Shatibiyyah focuses strictly on the seven canonical readers recognized by the early scholars as meeting the
criteria of authentic transmission, agreement with the Uthmanic codex (Rasm), and soundness in Arabic grammar.
These seven imams, each represented by two primary narrators (Rawis), form the 14 fundamental pathways
covered in the Matn. It is essential to distinguish the Shatibiyyah from the 'Ten Qira'at," which include the three
additional readings (Abu Ja'far, Ya'qub, and Khalaf al-Ashir) codified later by Imam lbn al-Jazari in Al-Durrah al-
Mudi'ah.

The Technical Architecture of the Matn: The Code System (Al-Rumuz)

One of the most remarkable technical achievements of Imam al-Shatibi is his use of a sophisticated coding system.
To keep the poem concise, he assigned specific Arabic letters to represent individual readers and narrators. This
system, known as Al-Rumuz, allows the student to identify which reader applies a specific rule simply by
deciphering the letters included in the verse. This operates much like a modern algorithmic shorthand.

Individual Symbols (Al-Rumuz al-Infiradiyyah)

Imam al-Shatibi utilized the Abjadorder (Abaj, Dahaz, Hutti, Kalaman, Sa'fas, Qarashat) to assign letters to the
Seven Imams and their respective narrators. The first letter of the Abjad group represents the Imam, and the
following two letters represent his two Rawis.

 Abaj (b2A (, bA* 'b2r “or Imam Nafi', 'b,r “or Qalun, 'bAr “or Warsh.
+ Dahaz (boA Gd A 2): 'bor “or Imam lbn Kathir, 'dv@' for Al-Bazzi, 'c"r “or Qunbul.
* Hutti (bOA 7, d¢* 'bOr “or Imam Abu Amr al-Basti, ‘crr “or Al-Duri, 'd¢r “or Al-Susi.



 Kalaman (d2A D, dR* 'd2r “or Imam Ibn Amir, 'dBr “or Hisham, 'dRr “or Ibn Dhakwan.

Sa'fas (cRA 9, d* 'cRr “or Imam Asim, 'c’r “or Shu'bah, 'd r “or Hafs.

Qarashat (d"A 1, cB* 'd"r “or Imam Hamzah, 'c r “or Khalaf, 'cBr “or Khallad.

« Sathakh (c2A *, ba“ 'c2r “or Imam Al-Kisa'i, 'b¢r “or Al-Layth (Abu al-Harith), 'bar “or Al-Duri al-Kisa'i.

Collective Symbols (Al-Rumuz al-ljtima'iyyah)

Beyond individual letters, al-Shatibi developed words to represent groups of readers who often agree on specific
rulings. This reduces the redundancy of listing every individual reader for common variations.



Symbol (Arabic Word) Technical Meaning (Represented Readers)

Sama (c6Ebre Nafi', Ibn Kathir, and Abu Amr al-Basri
Haqq (bOB) Ibn Kathir and Abu Amr al-Basri

Nafr (dfAc « Ibn Kathir, Abu Amr al-Basri, and Ibn Amir
Haram (bO1dRe Nafi' and Ibn Kathir

Hisn (bO5dbe Nafi', Asim, Hamzah, and Al-Kisa'i
Amama (c-Ee ¢ Nafi' and Ibn Amir

Technical Breakdown of Linguistic and Phonetic Rules

The Matn is divided into two primary sections: the Usul (General Principles) and the Farsh al-Huruf(Specific Word
Variants). The Usul section covers technical phonetic rules that apply throughout the entire Quranic text, while the
Farsh details specific variations in individual Surahs.

1. Al-ldgham al-Kabir (Major Assimilation)

A primary technical distinction in the Shatibiyyah is the treatment of Idgham al-Kabir, primarily associated with the
Riwayah of Al-Susi from Abu Amr al-Basri. This occurs when two moving (voweled) letters are assimilated into one
another. The Matn provides specific mathematical-like conditions for when this assimilation is mandatory,
prohibited, or optional based on the proximity of the points of articulation (Makharij).

2. Hamzatayn (Two Adjacent Hamzas)

The treatment of two meeting Hamzas—whether in one word (e.g., a'antam) or between two words (e.g., ja'a
amruna)—is a core technical challenge in Qira'at. Al-Shatibi outlines four primary methods of resolution:

¢ Tahqiq: Pronouncing both Hamzas clearly (Standard for Hafs ‘an Asim).

¢ Tashil: Softening the second Hamza between a Hamza and its corresponding vowel.
Ibdal: Replacing the second Hamza with a long vowel (Madd).

 Isgat: Dropping one of the Hamzas entirely.

3. Al-Imalah and Al-Fath

Imalah (inclination) refers to leaning the Fatha vowel towards the Kasra and the Alif towards the Ya. The

Shatibiyyah details the complex rules for Imalah Kubra (Major) and Imalah Sughra(Minor/Taqlil). While Imam
Hamzah and Al-Kisa'i use Imalah extensively, others like Warsh use Taglil under specific phonetic conditions
involving the letter Ra.

Practical Implementation: Learning and Verification

Mastering the Shatibiyyah requires more than rote memorization; it necessitates a Tahqiq (verification) process
under a qualified Sheikh. Modern scholarship, particularly the works of Sheikh Ayman Suwayd, has brought a
new level of precision to the Matn. His editions focus on the 'Dabt' (precision in marking) and the
‘Tahrirat' (resolving contradictions in the text).

The Role of Tahgig and Notes by Ayman Suwayd



Sheikh Ayman Suwayd’s verification of the Shatibiyyah is considered the gold standard today. He utilized various
manuscripts to ensure that every Harakah (vowel) and Sukun is placed exactly as the author intended. His notes
clarify the 'Wajh' (modes) that are allowed to be recited together, preventing a student from 'mixing' (Taltit) different
pathways in a way that violates the chain of transmission.

Digital Integration and Mobile Applications

The transition of the Shatibiyyah to digital platforms, such as the Taqreeb Al-ShatibiyyahAndroid application, has
democratized access to the text. These applications often include audio recitations of the poem, interactive charts
of the symbols (Rumuz), and comparative tools that allow students to track variations between readers in real-time.
This digital 'Field Guide' is essential for students in the initial stages of memorization.

Case Study: The Validity of Qira'at in 'Faid al-Barakat'

A significant area of study in the Indonesian context is the work Faid al-Barakat by KH. Arwani Amin.  This  text
serves as a commentary and local application of the Qira'at Sab'. A common technical debate involves the
'Keabsahan' (validity) of certain variations found in Faid al-Barakat that may not appear in the primary text of the
Shatibiyyah. This arises because some scholars integrate 'Tariq al-Tayyibah' (the 10 readings route) into their
teaching. However, from a technical perspective, a variation is valid only if it has a continuous Sanad (chain) back
to the Prophet, regardless of whether it is contained in the Shatibiyyah poem specifically, though the Shatibiyyah
remains the primary standard for the Seven Readings.

Comparison Matrix: The Seven Readers of the Shatibiyyah

The following table provides a technical comparison of the Seven Readers, their primary locations, and their
assigned symbols within the Shatibiyyah system.



Reader (Imam)

Nafi' al-Madani

Ibn Kathir al-Makki

Abu Amr al-Basri

Ibn Amir al-Shami

Asim al-Kufi

Hamzah al-Kufi

Al-Kisa'i al-Kufi

Primary Location

Madinah

Makkah

Basra

Levant/Sham

Kufa

Kufa

Kufa

Rawi 1 (Symbol)

Qalun (b,

Al-Bazzi (dv@)

Al-Duri (cre

Hisham (dBe

Shu'bah (c’»

Khalaf (c *

Abu al-Harith (b¢e

Rawi 2 (Symbol)

Warsh (bAe

Qunbul (c"e

Al-Susi (d¢e

Ibn Dhakwan (dRe

Hafs (d »

Khallad (cBe

Al-Duri (bas

Key Technical
Characteristic

Distinctive Madd
Munfasil and Madd
Badal rules for
Warsh.

Extensive use of Sila
Mim al-Jam' (adding
a 'waw' sound after
plural 'them).

Primary source for
Idgham al-Kabir
(Major Assimilation).

Unique
pronunciations of
specific words like
'Ibrahim' and
'Zakariyya'.

Hafs is the most
widely recited
version globally
today.

Emphasis on Sakt
(brief pause) and
extreme Imalah.

Extensive Imalah of
the 'Ha' of feminity
(Taa Marbutah) at
pauses.

Common Challenges and Troubleshooting in Shatibiyyah Study

Students of the Shatibiyyah often encounter technical hurdles during the Jam'(combining) of  the
Common errors include:

readings.

« Confusion of Symbols: Misidentifying a letter (e.g., 'bOr g2 v.") resulting in assigning a rule to the wrong reader.
Solution: Rigorous memorization of the Abjad groups 'Abaj, Dahaz, Hutti' is required.

« Taltit (Mixing Chains): Reciting a verse using a mix of rules from the Shatibiyyah and the Tayyibah. Solution:
Relying on Sharh (commentaries) like Al-Wafi by Shaykh Abdul Fattah Al-Qadhi to clarify the limits of the
Shatibiyyah route.

e Phonetic Precision: Failing to differentiate between levels of Imalah (Taglil vs. Imalah Kubra). Solution: Audio-
visual verification using Sheikh Ayman Suwayd’s demonstrations of articulation points.

The Strategic Importance of Al-Wafi fi Sharh Ash-Shatibiyyah

While the Matn is the core text, its cryptic nature requires a Sharh (explanation). The book Al-Wafi by Shaykh
Abdul Fattah Al-Qadhi is perhaps the most practical modern commentary. It breaks down each verse of the



Shatibiyyah, translates the coded symbols into the names of the readers, and provides the linguistic justification for
each variant. For a Technical Writer or SEO Content Strategist, Al-Wafirepresents the 'documentation’ phase that
makes the 'source code' (the Matn) readable for the end-user (the student).

Synthesizing the Legacy of Imam al-Shatibi

The endurance of Matn Ash-Shatibiyyah over eight centuries is a testament to its technical brilliance and spiritual
sincerity. By creating a mathematical-like system for the preservation of the Seven Qira'at, Imam al-Shatibi ensured
that the variance in the Quranic recitation remains a source of linguistic richness rather than a cause of confusion.
The poem serves as a bridge between the early era of oral transmission and the modern era of systematic
scholarship.

As we move further into the digital age, the principles of the Shatibiyyah continue to inform the development of
educational software and verification algorithms. The study of this Matn is not merely an act of religious devotion
but an engagement with a sophisticated linguistic and mnemonic technology that has few parallels in world history.
For scholars and students alike, the Shatibiyyah remains the definitive 'Hirz' (fortress) protecting the authentic
sounds of the Quranic revelation.
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