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The Evolution of Modern Liturgical Music: A Comparative Study of Two
Anthems

The landscape of contemporary Christian music (CCM) has been significantly shaped by songs that resonate both
emotionally and technically with congregations worldwide. Two of the most prominent examples are "Blessings"

by Laura Story and "The Blessing" by Kari Jobe, Cody Carnes, and Elevation Worship. While they share a
thematic core revolving around divine favor, their harmonic structures, rhythmic delivery, and technical execution
vary considerably. For the technical writer, musician, and worship leader, understanding these nuances is essential
for a professional-grade performance.

This technical analysis delves into the specific chord progressions, theoretical frameworks, and performance
techniques required to master these pieces. By breaking down the components found in technical data sheets and
chord charts, we can better understand how these songs utilize specific musical intervals and structural dynamics
to achieve their impact.

Core Concepts and Theoretical Framework

To analyze these songs, we must first establish a baseline of musical theory. Both songs primarily utilize the
Diatonic Scale, yet they approach harmonic tension and resolution differently. "Blessings" by Laura Story is often
transcribed in the keys of G Major or F Major, utilizing a folk-ballad structure. Conversely, "The Blessing" by Kari
Jobe is frequently performed in B Major or A Major, following a more modern, atmospheric worship structure
characterized by long sustained pads and slow builds.

Key Signature Mechanics

In the key of G Major, the primary chords are G (I), Am (ii), Bm (iii), C (IV), D (V), and Em (vi). Laura Story’s
composition frequently utilizes the IV-V-vi progression (C-D-Em), which creates a sense of unresolved yearning

that mirrors the lyrical content regarding life's trials. In contrast, "The Blessing" often stays rooted in the I-IV-V-vi
framework but focuses on the | chordfor stability, reflecting the authoritative nature of the scriptural blessing it
recites.

The Role of Chord Inversions and Slash Chords

A critical technical element in Laura Story’s version is the use of slash chords, specifically D/F#. In musical
notation, a slash chord indicates that a specific note is played in the bass register other than the root of the chord.
The D/F# serves as a transitional chord (a first inversionof the V chord), allowing for a smooth chromatic or step-
wise bass line movement from G to Em. This technique is essential for piano and guitar players to maintain a fluid
melodic flow in the lower frequencies.

Technical Analysis of Laura Story’s "Blessings"

Based on the provided data, the chord progression for the verse typically follows an Am - G -D/F#-CorF -G -



Am - Bbpattern depending on the chosen key. Let us examine the technical breakdown of the G Major variant,
which is common for acoustic guitar arrangements.

Progression Breakdown (Key of G Major)

 Intro/Verse: G - D/F# - Em - C. This is a classic | - V/vii - vi - IV progression. It provides a descending bass line
(G -> F# -> E -> C) that is synonymous with introspective balladry.

¢ Pre-Chorus: The use of the ii chord (Am) and V chord (D) builds the necessary harmonic tension before
resolving into the chorus.

e Chorus: The chorus often pivots to a C - D - G - D/F# - Em sequence, reinforcing the tonal center while
providing rhythmic variety.

Mathematical Models of Harmony

The frequency ratio of a perfect fifth (the interval between G and D) is 3:2, which provides the most stable harmonic
support after the octave. Story’s use of the D/F# alters the intervalic relationship between the bass and the melody,
creating a major thirdin the bass which adds warmth and emotional depth to the arrangement. This is
mathematically more complex to the human ear than a standard root-position chord, explaining the song’s
"poignant” feel.

Technical Analysis of Kari Jobe’s "The Blessing"

"The Blessing" is structurally distinct, moving away from the verse-chorus-bridge-chorus tradition into a more linear,
building structure (The ABC structure: Anthem, Bridge, Coda). Technically, this song relies heavily on sustained
(sus) chords and drone tones to create an atmospheric soundscape.

Structural Progression
1. The Verse: Typically A - D2 - A/C# - E (in the key of A). The D2 (or Dsus2) chord is vital here; by replacing
the third with a second, the chord loses its definitive major/minor quality, creating a "suspended" emotional state.
2. The Bridge: The bridge ("May His presence go before you") utilizes a repetitive vi - IV - | - V progression
(F#m - D - A - E). This is the most common progression in modern pop and worship music because of its high
degree of resonance and ease of transition.

Comparison & Evaluation Matrix

To better understand the differences between these two pieces of technical musical data, the following table
compares their core attributes:



Feature "Blessings" (Laura Story) "The Blessing" (Kari Jobe)

Primary Key(s) G Major / F Major B Major / A Major

Time Signature 4/4 4/4

Tempo ~68 BPM ~70 BPM

Harmonic Complexity Moderate (Frequent Inversions) Low to Moderate (Emphasis on
Dynamics)

Vocal Range Contralto/Mezzo-Soprano Soprano (Wide range in Bridge)

Instrumental Focus Piano / Acoustic Guitar Synth Pads / Electric Guitar Ambient

Practical Implementation: A Field Guide for Musicians

For those looking to implement these songs in a live or studio setting, specific technical steps should be followed to
ensure audio clarity and emotional resonance.

Guitar Technicalities

When playing "Blessings" on the guitar, use a Capo to adjust the key while maintaining open-chord fingerings. For
example, to play in Ab Major (to suit a specific vocal range), place the capo on the 1st fret and play G Major
shapes. This maintains the resonance of the open strings which is crucial for the song's "unplugged" feel.

Checklist for Guitarists:

¢ Fingerstyle Precision: Use a P-I-M-A (Thumb, Index, Middle, Ring) picking pattern for the verses of Laura
Story’s "Blessings."

¢ Ambient Reverb: For Kari Jobe’s "The Blessing," use a shimmer reverb with a long decay (approx. 4.5
seconds) to fill the sonic space.

e Chord Voicing: Use root-fifth-octave voicings for the bridge of "The Blessing" to provide a powerful, grounded
sound during the crescendo.

Piano and Keyboard Orchestration

For the pianist, the left hand should focus on octave bass notes to provide a foundation, while the right hand
handles the chordal inversions. In "Blessings," the piano is the lead instrument; the syncopationin the right hand
(playing on the 'and' of beat 2) gives the song its characteristic movement.

Case Studies: Troubleshooting and Technical Challenges

Even seasoned professionals encounter issues when performing these tracks. Below are common failure modes
and their technical solutions.

Issue 1: Muddy Low End in the Mix

Scenario: During the bridge of "The Blessing," the bass guitar, kick drum, and low-end piano notes create a
"muddy" sound that obscures the vocals.Solution: Apply a High-Pass Filter (HPF)on the piano up to 150Hz and
the acoustic guitar up to 200Hz. This carves out space for the bass guitar and kick drum (which should occupy the
60Hz-100Hz range) to drive the rhythm without interference.



Issue 2: Vocal Strain on High Altissimos

Scenario: The vocalist struggles with the bridge of "The Blessing" in the original key of B Major.Solution:
Transpose the song down to G Major. This shifts the "money notes" down by a major third, moving them from the
vocalist's head voice or break into a more comfortable chest voice or mix.

Transposition Formula Table
If you need to change the key, use the following mapping for the primary chords of "Blessings":



Original Key (G) Key of F Key of D Function (Roman

Numeral)
G F D | (Tonic)
Am Gm Em il (Supertonic)
Bm Am F#m iii (Mediant)
C Bb G IV (Subdominant)
D C A V (Dominant)
Em Dm Bm Vi (Submediant)

Theological and Lyrical Analysis through aTechnical Lens

The lyrics of these songs are not merely poetic but are structured to align with their musical architecture. In Laura
Story’s work, the question "What if Your blessings come through raindrops?" is met with a minor chord (Em)
resolution. This is a deliberate technical choice to align lyrical dissonance with harmonic dissonance.

In "The Blessing," the repetition of the word "Amen" acts as a rhythmic ostinato. From a psychological
perspective, this repetition induces a state of flow in the listener, reinforcing the lyrical message of a multi-
generational promise. The technical execution of this requires the band to maintain a steady metronomic pulse
while gradually increasing the velocity (volume and intensity) of their performance.

Operational Best Practices for Live Sound Engineers

Engineering these songs requires a keen understanding of dynamic range. "Blessings" has a narrow dynamic
range (mostly mezzo-piano to mezzo-forte), while "The Blessing" has a massive dynamic range (from pianissimo to
fortissimo).

e Compression Settings: For "The Blessing," use a soft-knee compressor with a 3:1 ratio on the lead vocal to
catch the peaks during the loud bridge sections without squashing the intimacy of the quiet verses.

e Delay Taps: Set a dotted-eighth note delay (synchronized to the song's BPM) for the electric guitars to create
the rhythmic "wall of sound" required for modern worship styles.

« Monitor Mixes: Ensure the vocalist has a clear direct signal of the piano or acoustic guitar to maintain pitch, as
the ambient pads in these songs can sometimes make it difficult to find the fundamental frequency.

Synthesis and Broader Implications

The technical study of "Blessings" and "The Blessing" reveals that modern worship music is far more than simple
chord structures; it is a sophisticated blend of traditional harmony and modern production techniques. Whether it is
the careful use of the D/F# slash chord to provide a melodic bass line or the utilization of sustained second
intervals to create atmospheric tension, these songs are masterclasses in functional composition.

For the musician, mastering these tracks requires more than just knowing where to place one's fingers on a
fretboard or keyboard. it requires an understanding of the mathematical relationships between notes, the
physics of sound in a live room, and the emotional intelligenceto marry technical precision with thematic depth.



By applying the frameworks discussed—from transposition matrices to signal processing checklists—performers
can deliver these anthems with the clarity and power they demand. As musical technology continues to evolve, the
core principles of harmonic resolution and rhythmic stability remains the bedrock of successful song execution.
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