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The Critical Role of Firearm Valuation Standards

In the complex and often volatile market of secondary firearms trading, the necessity for a standardized, data-

driven valuation framework cannot be overstated. For collectors, investors, and legal professionals, the Blue Book 

of Gun Values, particularly the landmark 32nd Edition by S.P. Fjestad, serves as the primary technical

benchmark. This edition, expanded to nearly 2,400 pages, represents a monumental effort in documenting the

metallurgical, historical, and economic variables that dictate the market price of modern and antique firearms.

Understanding firearm valuation requires more than a simple price check; it demands an appreciation for the 

historical provenance, mechanical integrity, and rarity of an item. The 32nd Edition provides a comprehensive

taxonomy of firearms, offering updated values that reflect real-world auction data and dealer transactions. This

guide will dissect the methodologies employed by S.P. Fjestad and provide a technical roadmap for accurately

appraising firearms using this industry-standard resource.

Core Concepts and Theoretical Framework of Gun Valuation

Firearm appraisal is governed by a set of core mechanics that translate physical attributes into monetary value. The

32nd Edition of the Blue Book utilizes a sophisticated multidimensional approach to value. To use this tool

effectively, one must understand the following foundational concepts:

•  Manufacturer Identification: The baseline of any appraisal. This includes identifying the maker, the specific 

model, the caliber, and the configuration (barrel length, stock type, etc.).

•  The Photo Percentage Grading System: A proprietary technical methodology used by the Blue Book to 

determine the percentage of original factory finish remaining on a firearm. This is distinct from the NRA condition 

standards.

•  Rarity and Scarcity: The mathematical relationship between the number of units produced (production runs) 

and the number of surviving units in high-grade condition.

•  Provenance: The documented history of ownership, which can exponentially increase the value of an 

otherwise standard firearm if linked to significant historical figures or events.

The Mechanics of the Finish-Based Grading Scale

Unlike other collectibles, the value of a firearm is disproportionately tied to its original factory finish. The 32nd 

Edition emphasizes that a drop from 98% to 95% finish can result in a price delta of hundreds or even thousands 

of dollars in high-end categories like Pre-War Colt Revolvers or Winchester Lever Actions. This grading is a

technical skill requiring magnification tools and specific lighting to detect cold blue touch-ups or professional

refinishing, which often devalues a collectible by 50% or more.

Technical Analysis: Data Structure of the 32nd Edition

The 32nd Edition of the Blue Book of Gun Values is not merely a list; it is a structured database of over 1.35 million

books' worth of accumulated knowledge. It covers thousands of manufacturers, many of which are now defunct,



providing a genealogical record of firearm evolution. The book is organized alphabetically by manufacturer, then

chronologically or by model type.

Mathematical Models in Market Pricing

The pricing data within the book is derived from a proprietary algorithm that synthesizes data from several sources:

1.  Retail Transactions: Data from high-volume dealers across North America.

2.  Auction Realizations: Recorded hammer prices from major houses like Rock Island Auction, adjusted for 

buyer's premiums.

3.  Regional Variance: Adjustments made for geographic demand, though the book strives for a national 

average.

4.  Inflationary Correction: The 32nd Edition specifically updated values to reflect the economic shifts leading 

into 2011-2012, capturing a period of significant growth in the firearms industry.

Comparison & Evaluation: 32nd Edition vs. Industry Standards

To understand why the 32nd Edition remains a sought-after reference even a decade after its release, we must

compare its features with general appraisal methods. The following table highlights the technical advantages of this

specific edition.



Feature Category General Appraisal 
Methods

Blue Book 32nd Edition 
(S.P. Fjestad)

Technical Impact

Page Count Varies (usually &lt; 1,000) ~2,400 Pages Increased granularity for 
obscure manufacturers.

Grading System Subjective Descriptive 
(NRA)

Photo Percentage System 
(0% - 100%)

Provides a measurable, 
objective scale for finish.

Historical Data Minimal or anecdotal Deep manufacturer 
histories and serial lists

Crucial for dating and 
verifying authenticity.

Value Updates Sporadic Thoroughly updated for 
modern and antique

Reflects post-2010 market 
volatility.

Scope Niche focus Comprehensive (Airguns to 
Artillery)

One-stop reference for 
diverse collections.

The NRA Condition Scale vs. The Blue Book Percentage Scale

It is vital for the technical writer and appraiser to distinguish between these two frameworks. The NRA scale (New, 

Excellent, Fine, Very Good, Good, Fair, Poor) is often used for functional descriptions, whereas the Blue Book's 

Percentage Scaleis used for aesthetic and collector-grade valuation. For example, a "Fine" firearm in NRA terms

might only correlate to a 60% finish in Blue Book terms if the mechanical parts are perfect but the bluing is worn.

Practical Implementation: A Step-by-Step Appraisal Workflow

Using the 32nd Edition Blue Book of Gun Values requires a disciplined procedural approach to ensure accuracy

and avoid common pitfalls like over-grading. Follow this technical workflow:

Step 1: Forensic Identification

Examine the firearm for all markings. Use a 10x jeweler's loupe to inspect the roll marks, proof marks, and serial

numbers. The 32nd Edition contains specific sections on serial number ranges to help identify the exact year of

manufacture, which is a primary value driver.

Step 2: Authenticity Verification

Check the technical specifications listed in the book against the physical specimen. This includes barrel length,

caliber markings, and sight configurations. Discrepancies here often indicate a "parts gun" or a modified firearm,

which significantly reduces collector value.

Step 3: Determining the Percentage of Finish

Assess the amount of original factory blueing, case coloring, or plating. Use the following internal checklist:

•  High Edges: Check for wear on the edges of the cylinder, muzzle, and trigger guard.

•  Grip Straps: Frequent areas of wear due to handling.

•  Bore Condition: While the Blue Book focuses on finish, a pitted bore can drop a firearm down one or two 

percentage grades.

•  Alterations: Look for evidence of re-bluing, such as rounded edges on letters or "dished out" screw holes.

Step 4: Applying Value Modifiers

Locate the base value for the determined percentage in the 32nd Edition. Then, apply modifiers based on features



such as:

•  Rare Calibers: Some models carry a 20-50% premium for rare chamberings.

•  Original Packaging: The presence of the original box, manual, and hang-tags can add 10-20% to the value.

•  Engraving: Factory engraving (confirmed by a letter of authenticity) can triple or quadruple the base value.

Case Studies and Troubleshooting Common Valuation Errors

Case Study 1: The "Pristine" Refinish

An appraiser evaluates a Colt Single Action Army that appears to have 100% blueing. However, upon inspection 

with the 32nd Edition's technical notes, it is discovered that the hammer should be case-hardened, not blued. 

Solution:The firearm is identified as professionally refinished. The value is adjusted from a potential $5,000

collector's item to a $1,200 "shooter" grade firearm.

Case Study 2: Identifying Rare Variations

A user finds a Smith &amp; Wesson Model 19. The 32nd Edition notes that a specific 3-inch barrel length was 

produced in limited quantities for a law enforcement contract. Solution:By identifying this technical variation, the

appraiser avoids the error of valuing it as a standard 4-inch model, capturing an additional $800 in market value.

Common Troubleshooting Scenarios



Operational Challenge Root Cause Technical Solution

Overlapping Models Manufacturers often re-use model 
numbers for different designs.

Verify serial number prefixes against 
the Blue Book index.

Inconsistent Grading Subjective bias regarding "character" 
or "patina."

Strictly adhere to the Photo 
Percentage System; ignore 
sentimental value.

Hidden Damage Internal rust or cracked frames 
(common in vintage magnums).

Perform a mechanical function check 
(dry fire with snap caps) and bore 
inspection.

The Broader Implications of Firearm Data Standardization

The 32nd Edition of the Blue Book of Gun Values, authored by S.P. Fjestad, represents a pivotal moment in the

professionalization of the firearm trade. By condensing millions of data points into a 2,400-page technical manual, it

democratized information that was previously held only by elite auction houses and lifelong dealers. This

transparency fosters a healthier market, ensuring that buyers and sellers interact on a foundation of factual, rather

than anecdotal, evidence.

As the market continues to evolve with the rise of online auction platforms and digital databases, the structural 

methodology of the 32nd Edition remains the blueprint for modern appraisal software. The emphasis on condition-

based pricing and historical contextprovides a robust framework that transcends individual editions. For the

serious practitioner, this volume is not just a price guide; it is a technical encyclopedia of industrial design and

metallurgical history.

Ultimately, the mastery of the Blue Book of Gun Values requires continuous practice and a keen eye for detail. By

applying the technical workflows and grading standards outlined in the 32nd Edition, an appraiser can provide

valuations that stand up to the scrutiny of insurers, estate executors, and the most discerning collectors. The legacy

of S.P. Fjestad lives on through this rigorous commitment to accuracy, providing the essential vocabulary for the

global conversation on firearm value and heritage.
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