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Regional cartography serves as the fundamental infrastructure for territorial governance, urban planning, and 

historical preservation. In the context of Northern Italy, specifically within the Lombardy region, the Atlante di 

Brescia e 162 comuni della provincia represents a critical synthesis of topographic precision and administrative 

documentation. This technical analysis explores the methodological framework, structural specifications, and the 

broader scientific implications of the Atlante Ortelioseries published by Edizioni Cartografiche Milanesi. By

examining the 288-page volume dedicated to the Province of Brescia, we can understand the evolution of

cartographic tools from traditional paper-based systems to their integration within modern Geographic Information

Systems (GIS).

The Theoretical Framework of Provincial Cartography

To analyze the Atlante di Brescia, one must first understand the cartographic principles that govern regional 

mapping. The province of Brescia is characterized by a complex geographical morphology, ranging from the Alpine 

foothills and the deep glacial valleys of Val Camonica and Val Trompia to the industrial plains of the Po Valley and 

the lacustrine environments of Lake Garda and Lake Iseo. Mapping such a diverse territory requires a robust 

theoretical framework that balances planimetric accuracy with thematic clarity.

The Atlante Ortelio series takes its name from Abraham Ortelius, the 16th-century cartographer who created the 

first modern atlas. Modern regional atlases like this one utilize advanced surveying techniques, often incorporating 

data from the Regional Technical Map (CTR - Carta Tecnica Regionale) of Lombardy. The objective is to provide

a standardized representation of 162 distinct municipalities, ensuring that administrative boundaries, road

networks, and hydraulic systems are depicted with a high degree of fidelity.

Core Components of the Mapping Schema

•  Toponymy: The precise naming of geographic locations, which in the Brescia atlas involves reconciling 

historical local names with official administrative records.

•  Hydrography: Detailed mapping of the Oglio, Mella, and Chiese rivers, as well as the intricate canal systems 

essential for the province's agriculture.

•  Orography: Contours and shading used to represent the elevation changes across the Prealps.

•  Infrastructure: Comprehensive inclusion of the A4 motorway, regional rail lines, and secondary transit 

corridors connecting the 162 municipalities.

Technical Specifications and Physical Architecture

The physical properties of the Atlante di Brescia e 162 comuni della provincia are optimized for professional 

field use and administrative consultation. Published by Edizioni Cartografiche Milanesi(EAN: 9788881511129),

the book's design follows a specific technical logic:



Feature Specification Technical Utility

Page Count 288 Pages Allows for high-resolution subdivision 
of the 162 municipalities without 
excessive crowding.

Dimensions 20 x 20 cm The square format provides a 
balanced aspect ratio for both urban 
centers and rural extensions.

Publisher Edizioni Cart. Milanesi Specialized in regional cartography 
and precision mapping standards.

Series Atlante Ortelio A standardized collection ensuring 
cross-provincial data consistency 
(e.g., matching the Milan mini-atlas).

Mathematical Projections and Scaling

While the JSON data highlights the physical attributes, the underlying engineering of such an atlas relies on 

conformal projections (likely Gauss-Boaga or the modern UTM-WGS84 system). Scaling is a critical factor; for an 

atlas of this nature, maps typically range from 1:10,000 for urban centers to 1:25,000 for provincial overviews.

This allows the user to perform distance measurements and area calculations with a margin of error that is

negligible for general administrative purposes.

The 162 Municipalities: A Data Aggregation Challenge

Brescia is the largest province in Lombardy by land area, necessitating a meticulous approach to data aggregation. 

The challenge lies in maintaining a consistent level of detail (LoD)across 162 municipalities that vary drastically

in size and population density. For example, the mapping of the city of Brescia (the capital) requires multi-page

spreads to accommodate its dense urban fabric, whereas smaller Alpine communes like those in the upper Val

Camonica require different thematic layers focused on topography rather than street addresses.

Comparison of Cartographic Layers

The following matrix illustrates the layers typically integrated into the Atlante di Bresciacompared to standard

topographic maps:



Layer Type Atlante Ortelio Content Standard Topographic 
Map

Professional Application

Administrative Precise municipal borders 
(162 entities)

General provincial lines Jurisdictional disputes, 
census planning

Industrial Industrial zones and craft 
districts

General built-up areas Logistics and supply chain 
optimization

Environmental SIC (Sites of Community 
Importance) links

Basic vegetation markers Environmental impact 
assessments (EIA)

Logistical One-way streets and 
parking zones

Primary and secondary 
roads only

Urban mobility and delivery 
routing

Environmental Integration: The SIC and Scientific Referendums

A distinctive feature of high-level cartographic studies in Brescia, as noted in the research data, is the inclusion of 

environmental scientific data. The Atlante dei SIC (Siti di Importanza Comunitaria) della Provincia di Brescia, 

with technical contributions from Fabio Casale and scientific referendums by Giuseppe Bogliani, Francesco 

Sartori, and Guido Tosi , represents the ecological extension of the physical atlas.

The integration of biodiversity data into the provincial atlas framework allows planners to visualize the intersection 

between human development and protected habitats. This is mathematically modeled through Overlay Analysis,

where ecological constraints are layered over developmental maps to determine the suitability of new infrastructure.

The scientific rigors provided by researchers at institutions like the University of Pavia (often associated with

Bogliani and Tosi) ensure that the cartographic data is not just descriptive but also diagnostic.

Technical Workflow for Ecological Mapping

1.  Data Acquisition: Collection of satellite imagery and field surveys conducted by biologists and cartographers.

2.  Vectorization: Converting raw environmental data into digital polygons representing protected zones (SIC 

and ZPS).

3.  Topology Validation: Ensuring that the boundaries of the 162 municipalities align perfectly with the 

environmental constraints without technical "gaps" or overlaps.

4.  Thematic Rendering: Using standardized color coding (e.g., green for Natura 2000 sites) to ensure cross-

map legibility.

Field Guide: Using the Atlas for Territorial Analysis

For professionals in civil engineering, architecture, and local government, the Atlante di Bresciais more than a

book; it is a tool for territorial auditing. Here is a step-by-step procedure for utilizing the atlas in a professional

workflow:

Step 1: Coordinate Synchronization

Identify the target municipality among the 162 entries. Locate the primary grid reference. Professionals should 

cross-reference the atlas page with the GPS coordinates(WGS84) to ensure that field observations align with the

printed documentation.

Step 2: Infrastructure Assessment



Analyze the road hierarchy depicted in the atlas. The Atlante Orteliospecifically distinguishes between provincial

roads (SP), state roads (SS), and local municipal streets. This distinction is vital for calculating heavy vehicle

accessibility for industrial sites.

Step 3: Administrative Boundary Verification

When working on projects that span multiple municipalities (e.g., a regional park or a multi-town utility line), use the 

atlas to identify the exact confini comunali. This determines which local authorities must be consulted for permits

and environmental clearances.

Case Study: Urban Expansion and the Brescia-Milan Corridor

The Atlante di Brescia e 162 comuni provides a unique historical and technical snapshot of one of Europe's most 

industrialized corridors. By comparing editions from the early 2000s (such as the 2004 edition by Edizioni 

Cartografiche Milanesi) with current digital data, one can perform a Change Detection Analysis.

In the Brescia-Milan corridor, the atlas documents the transition of land use from agricultural to industrial (D-class 

zones). The precision of the 2004 mapping was instrumental during the planning phases of the Brevbemi (A35) 

motorway. Engineers utilized provincial atlases to visualize the fragmentation of agricultural land and to design

mitigation measures such as underpasses and ecological corridors, frequently referencing the SIC data mentioned

in the scientific appendices of the Brescia environmental reports.

Common Failure Modes in Manual Cartographic Interpretation

•  Scale Miscalculation: Assuming a uniform scale across all pages, which can lead to measurement errors if the 

urban inserts use a different ratio than the rural spreads.

•  Outdated Toponymy: Using 2004 data for modern postal or legal addresses without verifying recent municipal 

renaming or street re-indexing.

•  Projection Mismatch: Attempting to overlay GPS data directly onto the printed page without accounting for the 

specific projection system used by the publisher.

The Transition to Digital: From Paper to GIS

The future of the Atlante di Brescia lies in its digitization. The data contained within the 288 pages of the Edizioni 

Cartografiche Milanesi volume serves as a baseline for Geographic Information Systems (GIS). Digital 

conversion involves georeferencing scanned pages and extracting vector data for layers such as:

•  LULC (Land Use/Land Cover): Classifying the terrain into urbanized, agricultural, or natural.

•  DTM (Digital Terrain Models): Using the atlas's contour data to generate 3D representations of the Brescia 

Prealps.

•  Network Analysis: Digitizing the road network for use in routing algorithms and logistics software.

The role of scientific referendums(like those by Bogliani and Tosi) becomes even more critical in the digital age,

as metadata regarding data quality, source accuracy, and update frequency must be embedded into the GIS layers

to maintain professional standards.

Strategic Significance for the Lombardy Region

The Atlante di Brescia e 162 comuni della provinciaremains an indispensable resource because it provides a

localized, high-resolution view of a complex administrative landscape. While digital maps offer real-time updates,

the physical atlas offers a stable, authoritative reference that does not require connectivity and provides a holistic



view of the territory that is often lost on small digital screens.

For the 162 municipalities—ranging from the industrial powerhouse of Lumezzane to the tourist hubs of Sirmione 

and Limone sul Garda—having a unified cartographic standard is essential for regional identity and coordinated 

planning. The work of Edizioni Cartografiche Milanesi ensures that this data is accessible, standardized, and 

scientifically grounded. As we move further into the era of smart cities and digital twins, the foundational 

cartography established in volumes like the Atlante Orteliowill continue to serve as the ground truth for

environmental management and urban development in the Province of Brescia.

The synthesis of technical mapping, scientific rigor in environmental data, and practical administrative utility makes

this atlas a cornerstone of Lombard cartography. Its 288 pages encapsulate the geographic soul of Brescia,

providing the technical evidence needed for a deep understanding of its 162 municipalities and their place within

the broader European landscape.

Tags: #Brescia  #Cartography  #Urban Planning  #Regional Geography  #Edizioni Cartografiche Milanesi  #GIS Data  
#Lombardy



Page 1 of 5



Page 2 of 5



Page 3 of 5



Page 4 of 5



Page 5 of 5


