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The study of onomastics within biblical literature represents one of the most complex intersections of linguistics,

ancient Near Eastern history, and systematic theology. To understand the 967 documented names and titles of God

is to engage with a multifaceted revelation of character, function, and relationship as presented through the

Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek scriptures. This technical analysis explores the categorical distribution of these titles,

the linguistic roots from which they emerge, and the theological implications of their usage across different

dispensational epochs.

Linguistic Architecture: Hebrew and Greek Foundations

The names of God are not mere identifiers; they function as descriptive attributes that reveal the ontological nature

of the Divine. In the Masoretic Text and the Septuagint, nomenclature is often tied to specific actions or covenantal

promises. We can categorize the 900+ titles into three primary linguistic strata.

1. Hebrew Semantics (The Old Testament)

The primary Hebrew designations provide the foundation for all subsequent titles. The root 'El signifies power, 

might, and preeminence. From this root, we derive Elohim, a plural of majesty that appears over 2,500 times in the 

Tanakh. Unlike a numerical plural, Elohimfunctions grammatically with singular verbs, signaling a unique composite

unity that technical theologians often link to the later development of Trinitarian doctrine.

Furthermore, the Tetragrammaton (YHWH) represents the most frequent and sacred title, occurring approximately 

6,828 times. The etymology, derived from the verb havah (to be), emphasizes self-existence and eternal presence. 

The historical transition from the use of Jehovah (a localized hybridization of YHWH and Adonai vowels) to the 

more linguistically accurate Yahweh reflects the evolution of Semitic phonology in academic scholarship.

2. Greek Morphosyntax (The New Testament)

In the Koine Greek of the New Testament, titles like Theos (God) and Kyrios (Lord) translate the Hebrew concepts 

into a Hellenistic context. The title Logos, as seen in Johannine literature, bridges the gap between Greek

philosophical concepts of universal reason and the Jewish concept of the creative Word of God. This linguistic shift

is critical for understanding the 967 names, as many titles in the New Testament are direct transliterations or

functional equivalents of Old Testament Hebrew titles.

Categorical Breakdown of the 967 Names

Systematizing nearly a thousand titles requires a taxonomy based on divine attributes and roles. Researchers

typically divide the list into Primary Names, Compound Names, and Descriptive Titles/Metaphors.

The Primary Names and Their Significance

The primary names serve as the "core kernels" of divine identity. These include:

•  El Shaddai: Often translated as "God Almighty," the technical root shad suggests nourishment or the 



mountain-like stability of God.

•  Adonai: Signifying Lordship, mastership, and the authority of a sovereign over a subject.

•  El Elyon: The Most High God, emphasizing supremacy over all other purported deities in the ancient Near 

Eastern pantheon.

The Compound Names of YHWH

The compound names provide a functional look at how God interacts with humanity. These titles are often revealed

during moments of crisis or covenantal breakthrough.



Hebrew Compound English Translation Theological Implication Primary Scriptural 
Reference

YHWH-Jireh The Lord Will Provide Divine providence in the 
face of sacrifice.

Genesis 22:14

YHWH-Rapha The Lord Who Heals Restorative power over 
physical and spiritual 
ailments.

Exodus 15:26

YHWH-Nissi The Lord My Banner God as a rallying point and 
victory in conflict.

Exodus 17:15

YHWH-Shalom The Lord Is Peace The cessation of enmity 
and the presence of 
wholeness.

Judges 6:24

YHWH-Sabaoth The Lord of Hosts Commander of the 
heavenly armies/celestial 
resources.

1 Samuel 1:3

YHWH-Raah The Lord My Shepherd Personal guidance, 
protection, and sustenance.

Psalm 23:1

YHWH-Tsidkenu The Lord Our 
Righteousness

The source of moral and 
legal standing before the 
law.

Jeremiah 23:6

The Trinitarian Framework: Categorizing by Personhood

A significant portion of the 950+ titles listed in comprehensive Christian databases is divided among the Father, the

Son, and the Holy Spirit. This triune nature requires a granular look at how titles are distributed across the

Godhead.

Titles of God the Father

The Father is frequently associated with titles of origin, authority, and architectural design. Terms like Abba (an 

Aramaic term of intimacy and legal standing), Ancient of Days (denoting eternal pre-existence), and The Architect

 highlight His role as the source and planner of the cosmos. In the JSON data provided, Abbais noted as a key

transliteration of the Greek ��;#²�¶, appearing in the context of the Father.

Christological Titles (The Son)

The titles of Jesus Christ account for a large percentage of the 967 names. These range from His pre-incarnate

roles to His sacrificial and glorified states. Key titles include:

•  The Messiah (Mashiach): The Anointed One, fulfilling the Davidic covenant.

•  Alpha and Omega: The first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, signifying totality and the encompassing of 

history.

•  The Lion of the Tribe of Judah: Representing kingly authority and Messianic strength.

•  The Lamb of God: Signifying the substitutionary atonement model.

•  The Branch: A prophetic title regarding the lineage of Jesse and the renewal of Israel.

Pneumatological Titles (The Holy Spirit)



The Holy Spirit is often identified through functional titles rather than proper names. These include The Paraclete 

(Comforter, Advocate, or One called alongside), The Spirit of Truth , and The Finger of God. These titles

emphasize the Spirit's role as the active agent of God's presence on Earth.

Technical Methodology for Name Identification

How do scholars arrive at the number 967 or 900+? The methodology involves a systematic crawl of the biblical

corpus using specific linguistic filters. The process typically follows this algorithmic workflow:

1.  Lexical Identification: Search for nouns and adjectives directly modifying the divine subject (e.g., "The Lord is 

my Rock").

2.  Contextual Validation: Distinguish between literal names and poetic metaphors. For instance, 

"Shield" (Magen) is a functional title in the Psalms.

3.  Translation Comparison: Evaluating the KJV, NASB, and ESV to ensure that nuances in the Hebrew/Greek 

are captured. The KJV contains over 600 specific names, while more exhaustive lists include every unique 

descriptive phrase found in the original languages.

4.  Frequency Analysis: Cataloging how often a title appears to determine its central or peripheral status in the 

biblical narrative.

Comparative Analysis of Divine Designations Across Dispensations

The JSON data highlights a transition: "God's name was Jehovah in the Age of Law, and changed to Jesus in the

Age of Grace." This reflects a dispensational perspective on the progressive revelation of God's name. The

following table compares the focus of divine nomenclature across these theological eras.



Feature Age of Law (Old Testament) Age of Grace (New Testament)

Primary Focus Holiness, Covenant, Sovereignty Salvation, Sonship, Reconciliation

Dominant Name YHWH (Yahweh/Jehovah) Jesus (Yeshua/Iesous)

Relational Aspect Transcendence (The Creator) Immanence (God with us - Immanuel)

Linguistic Origin Hebrew / Aramaic Greek / Aramaic

Access Level Mediated through Priests/High Priest Direct Access through the Son

Case Study: The Shift from YHWH to Jesus

A technical analysis of the 967 names must address the linguistic and theological link between the Old Testament 

Tetragrammaton and the New Testament name of Jesus. The name Jesus (Yeshua)literally means "YHWH is

Salvation." This creates an ontological bridge where the titles of the Old Testament (e.g., The Shepherd, The Light,

The First and Last) are systematically applied to Jesus in the New Testament.

For example, in Isaiah 44:6, YHWH is called "The First and the Last." In Revelation 1:17-18, Jesus applies this

exact title to Himself. This "Transfer of Titles" is a primary method used by biblical scholars to establish the deity of

Christ within the 900+ names framework.

Troubleshooting Common Errors in Divine Onomastics

When studying such a vast list of names, technical errors can occur due to translation bias or linguistic

misunderstanding. Below are common challenges and their solutions:

•  Error: Confusing Elohim with the pagan use of elohim. Solution: Check the verb agreement. If the verb is 

singular, it refers to the God of Israel. If plural, it refers to "gods" or "divine beings."

•  Error: Incorrect vocalization of the Tetragrammaton. Solution: Acknowledge that the original vowels were lost; 

"Jehovah" is a 13th-century Latinized construction combining the consonants of YHWH with the vowels of Adonai. 

Scholarly consensus favors "Yahweh."

•  Error: Over-literalizing metaphors. Solution: Distinguish between Proper Names (Yahweh, El) and 

Anthropomorphic Titles (The Hand of God, The Eye of the Lord). Proper names describe essence; 

anthropomorphisms describe action and perception.

The Practical Application of Divine Nomenclature

Beyond academic study, the 967 names and titles of God serve as a field guide for understanding character. In 

various Christian traditions, these names are used for liturgical purposes, prayer, and character building. For 

instance, the title Buckler or Shield is used in spiritual warfare contexts to denote protection, while Prince of 

Peace is utilized in conflict resolution frameworks.

Implementation in Biblical Counseling

Counselors often use the names of God as a cognitive-behavioral tool to shift focus from a problem to a divine 

attribute. If a patient feels lack, they are directed to YHWH-Jireh. If they feel chaos, they are directed to YHWH-

Shalom. This systematic application of titles creates a psychological anchor based on theological propositions.



Summary and Broader Implications

The extensive catalog of 967 names and titles of God represents a comprehensive map of the Divine character as 

understood through biblical revelation. From the foundational power of Elohim to the intimate accessibility of Abba,

these titles provide a linguistic bridge between the finite and the infinite. By analyzing the Hebrew roots, Greek

transliterations, and the dispensational shifts in nomenclature, we gain a technical understanding of how the God of

the Bible is presented as a multifaceted being of power, mercy, and presence.

The transition of names across history—from the law-giving authority of Jehovah to the redemptive intimacy of 

Jesus—illustrates a narrative arc of progressive revelation. Whether viewed through the lens of systematic

theology, linguistic study, or historical analysis, the Names of God remain a central pillar of Western religious

thought and a testament to the complexity of ancient Near Eastern and Hellenistic literature. Understanding these

titles is not merely an exercise in memorization but a deep dive into the engineering of a worldview that has shaped

civilizations for millennia.

Tags: #Names of God  #Biblical Philology  #Theology  #Hebrew Etymology  #Christology



Page 1 of 6



Page 2 of 6



Page 3 of 6



Page 4 of 6



Page 5 of 6



Page 6 of 6


