SOCIAL SCIENCES

A Sociology of Globalization: Technical Frameworks,
Denationalization, and the Dual-Process Model

Published: June 27, 2025 | Index ID: #833

In the contemporary academic landscape, the study of globalization has transitioned from a purely economic or
political inquiry into a robust sociological discipline. Central to this evolution is the work of Saskia Sassen and the
Contemporary Societiesseries, which provides the interpretive and analytic tools necessary to decode the
complex systems of global interdependence. Rather than viewing globalization as a monolith of cross-border trade,
a sociology of globalization examines the underlying institutional infrastructures, the shifting boundaries of the
nation-state, and the emergence of new social classes within a hyper-connected world.

The Theoretical Foundation of Modern Globalization Sociology

The sociological analysis of globalization necessitates a departure from the methodological nationalismthat
characterized 20th-century social sciences. Methodological nationalism assumes that the nation-state is the natural
unit of analysis. However, as global processes accelerate, this framework becomes insufficient. A sociology of
globalization proposes that we must examine processes that do not necessarily cross borders but are nonetheless
global in nature.

Defining Global Interdependence

Global interdependence is not merely the presence of international links; it is a structural condition where the
actions of actors in one locale have immediate and profound consequences for actors in distant geographies. This
involves a high degree of functional integration across national boundaries. Sociologically, this is observed
through the lens of Social Systems Theory, where global subsystems—such as finance, law, and environmental
regulation—operate according to their own logic, often bypassing traditional state-level mediation.

Sassen's Dual-Process Model: The Mechanics of Globality

One of the most significant contributions to this field is Saskia Sassen's identification of two distinct sets of
processes that constitute globalization. This dual-process model allows researchers to categorize global
phenomena based on their scale and their relationship to the nation-state.

Process 1: The Macro-Global Institutions

The first set of processes involves the creation of explicitly global institutions and frameworks. These are entities
designed from the ground up to operate on a planetary scale. Key examples include:

e The World Trade Organization (WTO): Establishing the legal ground rules for international commerce.

¢ Global Financial Markets: Systems of high-speed, algorithmic capital exchange that operate 24/7.

« International Criminal Tribunals: The institutionalization of global justice and human rights law.

* Global Cosmopolitanism: The emergence of a global civil society and shared cultural values among an elite
professional class.

Process 2: Sub-National Denationalization

The second, and perhaps more nuanced, set of processes involves those that take place within the territory of the
nation-state but are fundamentally global. Sassen terms this denationalization. This occurs when national



institutions—such as the judiciary, executive branches, or local financial sectors—begin to orient themselves toward
global agendas rather than national ones. For instance, when a national court applies international human rights
standards or when a national central bank aligns its interest rates with global market expectations, the "national” is
being repurposed for "global" ends.

The Sociology of Global Labor and Urbanization

Globalization is inextricably linked to the movement of people and the transformation of the spaces they inhabit.
The Contemporary Societies series highlights several critical themes in this regard, including the mismatched
worker and the sociological impact of rapid urbanization.

The Mismatched Worker in the Global Economy

As global markets demand highly specialized skills, a sociological gap emerges between the local labor supply and
global capital requirements. This results in structural unemployment and the marginalization of traditional working-
class populations. The "mismatched worker" is a byproduct of a system that prioritizes flexible accumulation and
just-in-time production over localized social contracts.

Urbanization and the 'Global City"

The concept of the Global City(a term coined by Sassen) serves as a strategic site for studying globalization.
These cities (e.g., New York, London, Tokyo) act as command-and-control centers for the global economy.
Sociologically, these spaces are characterized by extreme polarization:

1. The Transnational Professional Class: Highly mobile, technologically savvy individuals who manage global
networks.

2. The Informal Service Sector: A localized workforce, often composed of immigrants, who provide the essential
services (cleaning, catering, maintenance) that sustain the global elite.

Technical Comparison: Traditional vs. Contemporary Globalization Theories

To understand the depth of current sociological inquiry, it is useful to compare traditional perspectives with the
contemporary frameworks presented in recent technical literature.



Feature Traditional Globalization Theory Contemporary Sociology of
Globalization

Primary Unit The Nation-State Transnational Networks & Sub-
national Sites

Focus Trade and Diplomacy Institutional Transformation &
Denationalization

Scale Macro (Global) Multi-scalar (Local, National, Global)

Economic Driver Industrial Production Digital Finance and Information
Services

Key Conflict Inter-state War Structural Inequality & Identity Politics

Procedural Analysis: How Global Processes are Institutionalized

The institutionalization of globalization is not an accidental occurrence but a procedural execution involving specific
legal and technological steps. Below is a technical breakdown of how a global process becomes embedded within
a national framework.

Step 1: Legal Harmonization

National legislatures adopt international standards (such as ISO certifications or Basel Il banking regulations) to
ensure compatibility with global systems. This reduces transaction costs and facilitates the flow of capital.

Step 2: Technological Integration

The deployment of ICT (Information and Communication Technology) infrastructures allows for real-time
synchronization of data. In the sociology of finance, this is seen in the use of High-Frequency Trading (HFT)
algorithms that treat the world as a single, contiguous market.

Step 3: Cultural Standardization

Through global media and educational curricula, certain professional norms and cultural values become
standardized. This creates a "global habitus" (in Bourdieusian terms) that allows professionals to function
seamlessly in any global hub.

The Impact of Globalisation on Social Inequality

Sociological data consistently points to a widening gap in both wealth and social capital as a direct result of
globalization. While global GDP has increased, the distribution of that growth is highly skewed. The World
Sociologycurriculum (as seen in WJEC and A-level frameworks) emphasizes the following mechanisms of
inequality:

¢ Peripheral Exploitation: Following World Systems Theory, core nations continue to extract raw materials and
low-cost labor from the periphery, reinforcing a cycle of dependency.

« Digital Divide: Access to the technological tools of globalization is not universal. Those without high-speed
connectivity or digital literacy are effectively excluded from the global value chain.

« Erosion of the Welfare State: To remain competitive in attracting global capital, many nations engage in a
"race to the bottom," cutting corporate taxes and social spending.



Case Study: The Global Financial Crisis as a Sociological Event

The 2008 financial crisis provides a technical case study in global interdependence. What began as a localized
failure in the US subprime mortgage market rapidly cascaded through global financial networks. Sociologically, this
event demonstrated that:

« Systemic Risk is shared globally, but the Social Safety Nets remain stubbornly national.

e Private Debt can be socialized through national bailouts, revealing the power dynamics between global
finance and the sovereign state.

e Trust Networks are the invisible infrastructure of globalization; when those networks fail, the physical economy
halts.

Comparative Matrix: Sociological Dimensions of Global Institutions

The following table evaluates the sociological impact of major global institutions based on their primary function
and social outcome.



Institution Primary Technical Function Sociological Impact

IMF Lender of last resort / Macro- Imposition of structural adjustment;
economic stability erosion of local sovereignty.

WTO Trade dispute resolution / Tariff Standardization of global
reduction consumption; marginalization of small-

scale producers.

ICC Prosecution of war crimes / Human Emergence of global moral norms;
rights enforcement challenge to state-level impunity.
UN Diplomatic coordination / Creation of a global political forum;
Peacekeeping tension between universalism and
localism.

Field Guide: Analyzing Global Interdependence in Research

For researchers and students of sociology, analyzing globalization requires a specific methodological toolkit. The
following steps outline the procedure for conducting a sociological audit of a global process:

1. Identify the Scalar Complexity: Determine if the process is happening at the global, national, or sub-national
level (or all three simultaneously).

2. Map the Institutional Infrastructure: Which organizations (NGOs, Corporations, Regulators) are facilitating
the process?

3. Analyze the Power Dynamics: Who are the winners and losers? Does the process reinforce existing
hierarchies or create new ones?

4. Evaluate the Technological Mediation: How is digital technology enabling or constraining the social
interaction?

Troubleshooting Common Analytical Errors

When studying globalization, certain analytical pitfalls are common. Researchers must avoid the following:

e Overestimating State Decline: While the nation-state is changing, it is not disappearing. It is being reorganized.

 Ignoring the Local: Globalization does not mean everything becomes the same (homogenization). Often, it
triggers Glocalization, where global forces are adapted to fit local contexts.

¢ Technological Determinism: Technology facilitates globalization, but it does not cause it. Social, political, and
legal decisions are the primary drivers.

Synthesis of Global Social Dynamics

The sociology of globalization reveals a world that is increasingly integrated yet profoundly fractured. The dual
processes of institutional globalism and sub-national denationalization create a complex tapestry of social relations.
As we move further into the 21st century, the ability to analyze these processes using the tools provided by Sassen
and other contemporary sociologists becomes essential for navigating the challenges of the modern era.

The transformation of the "national” into the "global” is not merely a matter of economic policy; it is a fundamental
shift in how human societies are organized. From the rise of global cities to the emergence of international legal
frameworks, the structures of our daily lives are increasingly shaped by forces that transcend traditional borders.
Understanding these forces requires a rigorous, technical, and multidisciplinary approach that moves beyond



simplistic definitions of trade and enters the heart of social interaction in a globalized age.

Ultimately, the sociology of globalization teaches us that we are all participants in a vast, interconnected system.
The "strangers in a strange land" are no longer just those who move across borders, but those who remain in place
while the world around them is restructured by global forces. By applying the interpretive and analytic tools of
contemporary sociology, we can better understand our place within this global interdependence and work toward a
more equitable and sustainable global future.
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