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The Seiko 7002 seriesrepresents a pivotal era in the history of horological engineering and professional diving

instruments. Produced between 1988 and 1996, the 7002 diver serves as the critical evolutionary bridge between

the legendary 6309 series and the ubiquitous SKX007. For collectors and technical enthusiasts, the 7002 is often

referred to as a "Neo-Vintage" classic—a timepiece that retains the rugged, tool-watch aesthetic of the 1970s while

incorporating the refined manufacturing efficiencies of the late 20th century.

Historical Context and the Evolution of the Seiko Diver

To understand the importance of the Seiko 7002, one must look at the landscape of Seiko's professional dive

watches in the late 1980s. Following the massive success of the 6309-7040 (the "Turtle") and its successor, the

6309-7290 (the slimmed-down case), Seiko sought to modernize its movement architecture. The 7002 was

introduced not just as a new model, but as a statement of mechanical reliability. It was the last of the "date-only"

divers before the 7S26 movement introduced the day-date complication that became standard in the SKX series.

The 7002 series transitioned through two distinct phases of water resistance standards. Initially released with a 150-

meter rating, the later iterations (circa 1995-1996) were upgraded to 200-meter resistance, coinciding with stricter

ISO 6425 standards for diving watches. This transition involved significant changes to the case design, specifically

the crystal retention system and the case back threading.

Technical Specifications of the Caliber 7002A

The heart of this series is the Seiko Caliber 7002A. This movement is a 17-jewel, automatic winding mechanism

that operates at a frequency of 21,600 vibrations per hour (bph). Unlike its predecessors, which were often more

ornate in their bridge work, the 7002A was designed for industrial efficiency and long-term durability without the

need for frequent servicing.

Core Movement Architecture

•  Jewel Count: 17 Jewels, strategically placed on high-friction pivots to ensure longevity.

•  Beat Rate: 3 Hz (21,600 bph), providing a balance between second-hand smoothness and power reserve 

conservation.

•  Power Reserve: Approximately 40 to 42 hours when fully wound.

•  Winding Mechanism: Seiko's proprietary "Magic Lever" system, which allows for bi-directional winding of the 

mainspring through rotor movement.

•  Complications: Date-only display at the 3 o'clock position with a quick-set function.



Feature Seiko Caliber 7002A Seiko Caliber 7S26 (Successor)

Jewels 17 21

Vibrations per Hour 21,600 21,600

Complications Date Only Day and Date

Winding System Magic Lever (Bi-directional) Magic Lever (Bi-directional)

Production Start 1988 1996

Identifying Model Variants: From 7002-7000 to 7002-7039

The 7002 family is surprisingly diverse, with variations catering to different global markets and depth requirements.

Distinguishing between these models is essential for collectors to ensure authenticity and historical accuracy.

The 150-Meter Generation (1988–1994)

The early 7002 models featured a bi-directional click-ball bezel and a 150m water resistance rating. These are

characterized by the "Water 150m Resist" text on the dial, usually printed in a distinct red or orange hue that often

fades to a ghostly yellow or white over decades of UV exposure.

•  7002-7000 / 7001: The standard black-dialed models. The 7000 was typically for the international market, 

while the 7001 was often seen in the US or specific regional distributions.

•  7002-700A: Often referred to as the "Pepsi" version due to its blue and red bezel insert. This model is highly 

sought after for its vibrant aesthetic.

•  7002-700J: The Japanese Domestic Market (JDM) version. It is distinguished by the text "17 JEWELS" 

printed on the dial below the depth rating, a feature absent in export models.

The 200-Meter Generation (1995–1996)

Toward the end of the 7002 production cycle, Seiko introduced the 7002-7020 and 7002-7039. These models

represent a significant technical leap. The bezel transitioned to a uni-directional 120-click mechanism, and the

crystal was secured via a screw-down ring rather than a simple press-fit gasket, enhancing the pressure resistance

to 200 meters.

The Anatomy of the 7002 Diver

The Case and Bezel Construction

The 7002 case is 42mm in diameter with a lug-to-lug distance of approximately 45mm. This "short lug" design

makes the watch incredibly wearable even on smaller wrists. The case material is 316L stainless steel, known for

its corrosion resistance in saltwater environments.

A unique technical feature of the 7002 (150m versions) is the bezel click mechanism. Unlike modern divers that

use a spring plate, the 7002 utilizes a tiny stainless steel ball bearing pushed by a spring hidden in a hole in the

case. This gives the bezel a tactile, "heavy" click sensation that is distinct from the later SKX models.

Dial and Lume Technology

The 7002 dials are known for their matte finish and rectangular hour markers. In the early 90s, Seiko was 



transitioning its luminous materials. While older models used radioactive tritium, the 7002 utilized a non-radioactive 

Promethium-based compound or early iterations of what would become Lumibrite. Collectors should note that

original 7002 lume does not glow brightly for long periods today; if a vintage 7002 glows like a torch, it likely

features an aftermarket or relumed dial.

The Aftermarket Challenge: Identifying "Frankenwatches"

Because the Seiko 7002 was produced in massive quantities and served as a workhorse diver, many original parts

wore out. This has led to a market flooded with "Frankenwatches"—original movements and cases fitted with cheap

aftermarket dials, hands, and bezel inserts. For a technical collector, spotting these is vital.

Checklist for Authenticity:

1.  The Date Window: Original 7002 dials have a bevelled edge around the date window. Aftermarket dials are 

often flat and lack this three-dimensional detail.

2.  The Lume Pip: On an original bezel insert, the lume pip at 12 o'clock is recessed and covered by a small 

clear lens. Aftermarket inserts often have a protruding, unprotected glob of paint.

3.  The Text Alignment: On the case back, the serial number and the "Tsunami" logo should be crisp and deeply 

engraved. Faint or laser-etched logos are signs of a polished or counterfeit case.

4.  The Movement: The rotor should be engraved with "SEIKO TIME CORP 7002A". If it says "7S26" or has no 

engraving, it is a replacement.

Maintenance and Procedural Restoration

Restoring a Vintage Seiko 7002requires a systematic approach, especially concerning its water-resistant seals.

Over 30 years, rubber gaskets undergo a process called compression set, where they lose their elasticity and fail to

seal.

Step-by-Step Gasket Replacement:

1.  Case Back Gasket: Remove the screw-down case back using a JXA-type wrench. Clean the groove 

thoroughly before applying a thin coat of silicone grease to a new 0.8mm nitrile gasket.

2.  Crown Gasket: The 7002 crown gasket is notorious for being difficult to replace as it is often integrated into 

the crown. Modern restorers often replace the entire crown and stem assembly to ensure 150m+ integrity.

3.  Crystal Gasket: The crystal is held by a 'L-shaped' gasket. When replacing the Hardlex crystal, the gasket 

must be seated perfectly to prevent pinching, which is a common failure mode during DIY repairs.

4.  Bezel Gasket: A thin gasket resides inside the bezel ring to provide friction and prevent the entry of grit. 

Ensure this is lubricated to allow smooth rotation of the bi-directional or uni-directional assembly.

The Modding Scene: From Dragonshroud to California Dials

The Seiko 7002 is a favorite for the "Modding" community. Because its case dimensions are nearly identical to the

later SKX, many parts are cross-compatible. Popular modifications include:

•  California Dials: A mix of Roman and Arabic numerals, often featuring high-intensity "Glow in the Dark" 

pigments.

•  Dragonshroud Mods: Adding a protective outer shroud to mimic the appearance of the Seiko "Tuna" 

professional divers.

•  Sapphire Crystal Upgrades: Replacing the original scratch-prone Hardlex with AR-coated sapphire for better 

clarity and durability.



Operational Analysis: The 7002 in the Field

From a functional perspective, the 7002 remains a highly capable tool. The 120-click (or 60-click) bezel allows for

precise timing of decompression stops or elapsed mission time. The high-contrast dial ensures legibility in low-light

underwater environments. Despite the lack of hand-winding, the Magic Lever system is so efficient that just a few

shakes of the watch provide enough torque to start the balance wheel.

Performance Metrics Table



Metric Standard Performance Failure Threshold

Daily Rate Accuracy -20 to +40 sec/day &gt; ±60 sec/day (Requires 
Regulation)

Amplitude 240° - 270° &lt; 200° (Needs Service)

Beat Error 0.0 - 0.5 ms &gt; 1.5 ms (Requires Adjustment)

Water Resistance 15.0 Bar (150m) Seal rupture during pressure test

The Future of the Seiko 7002 in Horology

As the market for vintage Seiko continues to move upward, the 7002 is finally receiving the recognition it deserves.

For years, it was overshadowed by the 6309 and the SKX, but its status as a "transitional" model makes it a

fascinating study in manufacturing evolution. It represents the end of an era where Seiko movements were built with

a certain mechanical simplicity that allowed them to survive decades of abuse with minimal care.

Whether you are a professional diver looking for a backup analog instrument or a collector seeking a piece of 

Seiko's storied history, the 7002 offers a unique combination of technical robustness and vintage charm. Its 

presence on the secondary market—from affordable "beaters" at Rp2.750.000to pristine, all-original examples—

ensures that there is an entry point for every enthusiast. As we move further into the 21st century, the 7002 stands

as a testament to Seiko’s commitment to building watches that are, quite literally, built to last a lifetime.

In the final analysis, the Seiko 7002 is more than just a timepiece; it is a mechanical artifact. It encapsulates a

specific period of Japanese industrial design where form followed function with uncompromising discipline. For

those who value the "tool" in tool-watch, the 7002 remains one of the most honest and capable divers ever

produced by the House of Seiko.

Tags: #Seiko 7002  #Vintage Seiko Diver  #Watch Collecting  #Caliber 7002A  #Horology



Page 1 of 5



Page 2 of 5



Page 3 of 5



Page 4 of 5



Page 5 of 5


