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The landscape of Deutsch als Fremdsprache (DaF)—German as a Foreign Language—has undergone a
significant transformation over the last two decades, shifting from rigid, grammar-translation methodologies to

highly communicative and integration-focused frameworks. Central to this evolution is the development of curricula
tailored specifically for adult learners, particularly those navigating the complexities of linguistic and social
integration. The Aussichten B1.1 series, published by Ernst Klett Sprachen, represents a pinnacle in this
pedagogical shift. Designed for learners at the threshold of independent language use, this curriculum bridges the
gap between basic survival German and the nuanced communicative competence required for professional and
social success in German-speaking territories.

The Theoretical Framework of Adult Linguistic Integration

Linguistic integration for adult migrants is not merely an academic exercise but a multifaceted socio-technical
challenge. As noted in contemporary ethnographies and literacy tracking studies, the transition from one country to
another involves a dual movement: physical displacement and linguistic transposition. The Aussichten series
acknowledges this by aligning its content with the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages
(CEFR).

Defining the B1.1 Milestone

Level B1 marks the transition from the '‘Basic User' (A1-A2) to the 'Independent User' (B1-B2). The B1.1 sub-level
acts as a critical intermediary phase. At this stage, the technical focus shifts from simple sentence structures to
complex syntax, including the integration of subordinate clauses, passive voice, and the subjunctive mood
(Konjunktiv 1l). The pedagogical goal is to equip the learner with the ability to handle the majority of situations
encountered while traveling or living in a German-speaking region, particularly regarding topics of work, school,
and leisure.

The Role of Klett Hellas and International Distribution

The distribution and localization of these materials by entities such as Klett Hellas highlight the global demand for
standardized German instruction. Localization ensures that the educational materials are accessible to diverse
linguistic backgrounds while maintaining the rigorous standards of the Stuttgart-based Ernst Klett Sprachen
GmbH. This international infrastructure supports a consistent learning experience, whether a student is in Athens,
Berlin, or elsewhere, facilitating a standardized measurement of literacy and numeracy skills across borders.

Technical Architecture of Aussichten B1.1

The Aussichten B1.1curriculum is built upon a modular architecture that integrates several core components
designed to provide a holistic learning environment. Understanding these components is essential for educators
and curriculum designers.

e Kurs- und Arbeitsbuch (Course and Workbook): A combined format that facilitates an immediate transition



from theoretical instruction to practical application.

¢ Audio-CDs: Integrated auditory materials that focus on phonetics, prosody, and listening comprehension in
real-world scenarios.

 Leitfaden (Teacher's Guide): A technical manual for instructors that outlines lesson planning, pedagogical
goals, and methodological variations.

e Kopiervorlagen (Photocopy Masters): Supplemental resources for differentiated instruction, allowing teachers
to provide additional support or challenge based on individual learner needs.

» Lektionstests (Lesson Tests): Psychometrically aligned assessments designed to measure progress at the
end of each module.

Table 1: Structural Comparison of Aussichten B1.1 Components



Component

Primary Technical Function

Target Learning Outcome

Kursbuch Information Input & Language Acquisition of new lexical and
Modeling grammatical structures.
Arbeitsbuch Reinforcement & Proceduralization Consolidation of skills through
repetitive and varied practice.
Audio-CDs Auditory Input & Phonetic Modeling Improved listening comprehension
and authentic pronunciation.
Online-Ubungen Digital Interaction & Self-Study Development of autonomy and
immediate feedback loops.
Lektionstests Summative & Formative Assessment Verification of competency

benchmarks per CEFR standards.

Methodological Approach: The Communicative-Task Matrix

The Aussichtenseries utilizes a communicative-task-based approach. This methodology is grounded in the belief
that language is best acquired when learners are engaged in meaningful tasks that simulate real-life interactions.
This is particularly vital for adult migrants who require immediate functional language skills for survival and
employment.

The Cycle of Language Acquisition

The instructional design follows a specific cycle intended to maximize retention and usage:

1. Activation (Vorentlastung): Engaging prior knowledge and introducing relevant vocabulary through visual or
auditory stimuli.

2. Presentation (Prasentation): Introducing new language structures within a contextualized narrative or
dialogue.

3. Cognitive Processing (Kognitivierung): Inductive grammar instruction where students discover rules through
observation.

4. Automated Practice (Automatisierung): Drilling and structured exercises to build fluency.

5. Transfer (Transfer/Produktion): Open-ended tasks where students apply the new language in personalized
contexts.

Linguistic Depth: Key Grammatical and Lexical Transitions at B1.1

At the B1.1 level, the curriculum introduces higher-order linguistic functions. A deep dive into the technical content
reveals a focus on professional communication and abstract thinking.

1.The Passive Voice (Passiv)

Understanding the passive voice is essential for reading technical manuals, administrative documents, and news
reports in German. The B1.1 curriculum focuses on Vorgangspassiv (process-oriented passive) in the present and
simple past (Prateritum) tenses. Formula: werden + Partizip Il.

2. Subordinate Clauses and Conjunctions

Complexity in B1.1 is achieved through the use of advanced conjunctions such as obwohl (although), da (since/
because), and wahrend (during/while). The technical challenge for learners lies in the Verb-Endstellung(verb-final



position) characteristic of German subordinate clauses.

3.The Subjunctive Il (Konjunktiv I1)

Used for expressing wishes, hypothetical situations, and polite requests. This is a critical sociolinguistic tool for
professional environments, allowing learners to navigate workplace hierarchy and customer service with
appropriate politeness markers.

Practical Implementation: A Field Guide for Educators

Implementing the Aussichten B1.1 curriculum effectively requires a strategic approach to lesson planning. Below
is a procedural guide for structuring a standard module based on the Leitfaden Kurs- und Arbeitsbuch.

Step-by-Step Lesson Execution

1. Diagnostic Phase: Use the Online-Ubungen to assess the current level of the cohort. Identify gaps in A2-level
knowledge that might impede B1.1 progress.

2. Synchronous Instruction: Utilize the Kursbuch to drive classroom discussion. Focus on the 'Plétzlich alles
anders' (Suddenly everything is different) themes, which deal with life changes—a topic highly relevant to migrant
populations.

3. Asynchronous Practice: Assign specific sections of the Arbeitsbuch for homework. Ensure students utilize
the Audio-CDs for listening practice outside of the classroom.

4. Evaluation: Conduct the Lektionstests every two units to monitor the 'Linguistic Integration' progress. Use the
data to adjust the pace of the curriculum.

Case Study: Overcoming Plateau Effects in Adult Learners

Adult learners often experience a 'plateau’ at the B1 level. The initial rapid progress of A1 and A2 slows down as
the complexity of the grammar increases. This phenomenon is often linked to the transition from Basic
Interpersonal Communicative Skills (BICS) to Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency (CALP).

Problem: Fossilization of Errors

Learners may become comfortable with 'broken’ German that is functional but grammatically incorrect. This limits
their professional mobility.

Solution: Targeted Feedback and Kopiervorlagen

By using the supplemental Kopiervorlagen, instructors can provide intensive corrective feedback on recurring
errors. The Aussichten methodology encourages 'self-correction' by directing students back to the inductive
grammar models in the Kursbuch, thereby reinforcing the underlying linguistic logic.

The Digital Ecosystem: Online-Ubungen DaF

In the modern educational environment, the physical textbook is only one part of the ecosystem. The Online-
Ubungen provided by Klett serve as a critical technical bridge. These exercises offer several advantages:

* Instant Feedback: Unlike traditional workbooks, digital platforms provide immediate validation, which is crucial
for maintaining motivation in adult self-study.

¢ Accessibility: Learners can access materials via mobile devices, facilitating 'micro-learning' during commutes
or work breaks.

« Differentiated Paths: Many online platforms allow learners to skip material they have mastered or repeat
challenging sections without slowing down the rest of the class.



Table 2: Traditional vs. Digital Learning Integration



Feature Traditional (Physical Books) Digital (Online-Ubungen)

Feedback Speed Delayed (Teacher-dependent) Instantaneous (System-automated)

Accessibility Fixed (Requires physical book) Mobile (Cloud-based access)

Tracking Manual (Logbooks) Automated (Learning Management
Systems)

Media Richness Static Images/Text Dynamic Audio/Interactive Modules

The synthesis of the Aussichten B1.1 materials—from the physical Kursbuch to the digital Online-Ubungen—
creates a robust pedagogical framework that addresses the unique needs of adult learners. By focusing on
linguistic integration and providing a clear technical roadmap through the complexities of B1-level German, the
curriculum ensures that students do not merely learn about the language but gain the ability to live within it. The
involvement of global partners like Klett Hellas and the adherence to Ernst Klett Sprachen'shigh  standards
quality ensure that these materials remain at the forefront of DaF education.

Ultimately, the success of a language program for adult migrants depends on its ability to balance rigorous
grammatical instruction with practical, real-world utility. As we have seen, the structured approach of Aussichten

of

B1.1, supported by technical guides, tests, and digital supplements, provides a comprehensive solution for this
challenge. It facilitates not just the tracking of literacy and numeracy skills, but the genuine empowerment of
individuals as they transition from one language community to another, ensuring that 'suddenly everything is

different’ becomes a gateway to opportunity rather than a barrier to entry.
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