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The Mitsubishi Lancer, specifically the ninth and tenth generations produced between 2007 and 2017, represents a 

significant era in automotive engineering. Built on the Mitsubishi GS platform (also known as "Project Global"), 

these vehicles transitioned the Lancer from a budget-friendly compact car into a sophisticated machine capable of 

housing advanced Continuously Variable Transmissions (CVT)  and the legendary Super All-Wheel Control (S-

AWC) found in the Evolution X. Maintaining these vehicles requires more than a cursory understanding of oil 

changes; it demands a deep dive into Factory Service Manuals (FSM), diagnostic protocols, and specialized

mechanical knowledge.

The Evolution of the Lancer Platform (2007–2017)

The 2007–2017 Lancer series (designated as the CJ/CY models) was designed with modularity in mind. This era 

saw the introduction of the 4B1 world engine family, a joint venture between Mitsubishi, Chrysler, and Hyundai. 

For the Lancer, this meant the adoption of the 2.0L 4B11 and the 2.4L 4B12 engines. These engines utilize a die-

cast aluminum block, double overhead cams (DOHC), and 16 valves with MIVEC (Mitsubishi Innovative Valve 

timing Electronic Control) technology on both the intake and exhaust sides.

Understanding the technical architecture is critical for any service technician or owner. The MIVEC system

operates by varying the timing of the intake and exhaust camshafts to optimize power, fuel economy, and

emissions. This is achieved through oil control valves (OCV) that manage hydraulic pressure to the cam phasers. A

failure in the OCV or the use of incorrect oil viscosity can lead to timing retard issues, decreased fuel efficiency,

and the dreaded P0011 or P0014 diagnostic trouble codes (DTC).

Technical Analysis of the Continuously Variable Transmission (CVT)

One of the most debated components of the 2007–2017 Lancer is the Jatco JF011E CVT. Unlike traditional

automatic transmissions that use planetary gear sets, the CVT utilizes a steel belt and two variable-diameter

pulleys to provide an infinite number of gear ratios. This allows the engine to stay in its most efficient RPM range.

The Mechanics of the CVT

The core of the CVT system involves the Primary Pulley (input from the engine) and the Secondary Pulley 

(output to the wheels). Hydraulic pressure, managed by the Transmission Control Module (TCM)and a

sophisticated valve body, adjusts the width of these pulleys. As one pulley widens, the other narrows, changing the

effective radius of the belt and thus the gear ratio.

•  CVT Fluid Requirements: The Lancer CVT is extremely sensitive to fluid quality. It requires Mitsubishi 

DiaQueen CVTF-J1 or the later CVTF-J4. These fluids are formulated with specific friction modifiers to prevent belt 

slippage while providing enough lubrication for the bearings and cooling for the pulleys.

•  Heat Management: Excessive heat is the primary enemy of the CVT. High-speed driving or heavy loads can 

cause the fluid to oxidize. Many 2009–2015 Lancers are equipped with a CVT oil cooler behind the driver-side fog 



light area to mitigate this.

•  Step-Down Ratio Formula: The transmission ratio (i) is calculated as i = R_out / R_in, where R is the effective 

radius of the pulleys. In a Lancer CVT, this ratio typically ranges from 2.349 to 0.394.

CVT Maintenance Protocol

According to the 2009 Lancer CVT Service Manual, fluid replacement is recommended every 30,000 to 60,000 

miles depending on driving conditions. However, performance enthusiasts often advocate for a 30,000-mile interval 

to prevent the degradation of the metal push-belt, which consists of approximately 400 steel elements held

together by high-tension steel bands.

High-Performance Engineering: The Evolution X (CZ4A)

The Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution X, produced from 2007 to 2016, is a radical departure from the base Lancer. 

While it shares the basic chassis, the structural rigidity and drivetrain are vastly different. The Evolution X Service 

Repair Manual outlines a complex ecosystem of performance parts.

The 4B11T Engine

Unlike the naturally aspirated 4B11, the 4B11T features a semi-closed deck block, reinforced connecting rods, and 

a twin-scroll turbocharger. The technical focus here is on the Thermal Management System and the Twin-Clutch 

Sportronic Shift Transmission (TC-SST) .



Component Base Lancer (DE/ES/GTS) Lancer Evolution X

Engine Block Open Deck Aluminum Semi-Closed Deck Aluminum

Turbocharger None (N/A) TD05H-152G6-12T (Twin Scroll)

All-Wheel Drive Optional (AWC) Super All-Wheel Control (S-AWC)

Brakes Single/Dual Piston Calipers Brembo 4-Piston Front / 2-Piston Rear

Suspension McPherson Strut / Multi-link Inverted Bilstein Struts / Eibach 
Springs

Super All-Wheel Control (S-AWC)

The S-AWC system integrates several electronic and mechanical components to optimize torque distribution:

1.  Active Center Differential (ACD): Uses an electronically controlled hydraulic multi-plate clutch to manage the 

front-to-rear torque split.

2.  Active Yaw Control (AYC): Uses a rear differential mechanism to control the torque difference between the 

left and right rear wheels, significantly reducing understeer.

3.  Active Stability Control (ASC): Manages engine power and braking at each wheel to maintain traction.

4.  Sport ABS: Uses yaw rate sensors and steering angle sensors to optimize braking during cornering.

Service Manual Navigation and Diagnostic Framework

Accessing the Lancer Factory Service Manual (FSM) is vital for accurate repair. The 2003 FSM covers earlier 

generations, while the 2006 FSM began introducing the groundwork for the 2007 redesign. For the 2007–2017 

models, the Mitsubishi Digital Documentsystem provides a comprehensive breakdown of every Nut, Bolt, and

Wire.

Diagnostic Methodology

As highlighted in the 2010 Mitsubishi Lancer Service Repair Manual, a professional diagnostic workflow follows

a specific hierarchy:

•  Step 1: Verify the Customer Complaint. This involves test driving the vehicle to replicate the symptom (e.g., a 

"whining" noise from the CVT or a "clunk" in the rear diff).

•  Step 2: Visual Inspection. Checking for fluid leaks, frayed wiring, or loose vacuum lines.

•  Step 3: DTC Analysis. Utilizing an OBD-II scanner to pull codes. In Lancers, specific CAN-bus errors (U-

codes) often indicate communication issues between the ETACS-ECU and the Powertrain Control Module.

•  Step 4: Symptom-Based Troubleshooting. If no codes are present, the technician must use the FSM's 

troubleshooting flowcharts to isolate the mechanical failure.

Field Guide: Resetting the Service Light and Basic Maintenance

Maintenance intervals for the Lancer are tracked via the Multi-Information Display (MID). After performing an oil

change or scheduled service, the reminder must be reset manually. This procedure has been a staple of DIY

Lancer maintenance since 2007.

Service Light Reset Procedure



1.  Turn the ignition to the OFF position.

2.  Press the INFO button (located to the left of the steering wheel) repeatedly until the service reminder 

(wrench icon) is displayed.

3.  Press and hold the INFO button for several seconds until the wrench icon starts flashing.

4.  While the icon is flashing, press the INFO button once. The display should change to "CLEAR," and the new 

interval (e.g., 5,000 miles or 6 months) will appear.

Fluid Capacities and Specifications

Maintaining the 2007–2017 Lancer requires adhering to the following specifications to ensure longevity:

•  Engine Oil (4B11/4B12): 4.3 Quarts of 0W-20 or 5W-20 Synthetic.

•  CVT Fluid (JF011E): Approx. 7.5 Quarts (Total Fill), 4.2 Quarts (Drain and Fill). Must use CVTF-J4.

•  Coolant: Mitsubishi Genuine Super Long Life Coolant (Blue). Do not mix with green or orange coolants.

•  Brake Fluid: DOT 3 or DOT 4 Glycol-based fluid.

Troubleshooting Common Failure Modes

Even with meticulous maintenance, certain patterns emerge in the Lancer's operational lifespan. Technical writers 

and engineers track these through Technical Service Bulletins (TSB).

1. The CVT "Limp Mode"

A common issue in the 2008–2012 Lancer models is the CVT overheating during sustained high-speed driving. 

When the TCM detects fluid temperatures exceeding 138°C (280°F), it enters a protection mode, limiting engine 

RPM. The solution often involves installing an auxiliary transmission cooler or replacing the CVT fluid pressure 

sensor.

2. ETACS-ECU Anomalies

The Electronic Total Automotive Control System (ETACS)  manages everything from power windows to 

headlights. Faulty relays within the ETACS can cause parasitic battery drain or intermittent lighting issues. In many 

cases, the Mitsubishi Digital Manualsuggests a specialized relay replacement rather than replacing the entire

ECU unit.

3. S-AWC Pump Failure (Evolution X / Ralliart)

The hydraulic pump that operates the ACD and AYC is located behind the rear passenger wheel. In regions with

heavy snowfall and road salt, these pumps are prone to internal corrosion. The failure manifests as three

dashboard lights (ACD/AYC/ASC) illuminating simultaneously. Technical solution: Relocating the pump to the trunk

or applying a specialized anti-corrosion coating.

Comparing Service Manuals: 2003 vs. 2006 vs. 2010

For the Mitsubishi enthusiast, it is important to distinguish between the various FSMs available. The 2003 FSM is

strictly for the CS/CT chassis (8th Gen). The 2006 FSM is a transition document. The 2010 FSM is the definitive

guide for the "Project Global" Lancer, containing the most up-to-date wiring diagrams and CVT diagnostic trees.



Feature 2003 FSM (CS/CT) 2010 FSM (CJ/CY)

Diagnostic Protocol MUT-II/OBD-II MUT-III / CAN-Bus

Transmission Data F4A42 / W5M51 (Manual) JF011E (CVT) / TC-SST

Engine Control Single ECU Distributed Control (ETACS/PCM/
TCM)

Braking Traditional ABS Integrated ASC/ABS/TCS

As the automotive landscape shifts toward electrification and highly integrated software, the Mitsubishi Lancer 

(2007–2017) remains a high-water mark for mechanical-electronic integration. The synergy between the 4B1 

engine family and the Jatco CVT or Twin-Clutch SSTprovides a fascinating case study in balancing

performance with mass-market efficiency.

Owners and technicians must rely on the structured data found in Mitsubishi Owner’s Manuals and Digital 

Documentsto navigate the complexities of these vehicles. Whether it is a routine service light reset or a complex

teardown of the S-AWC system, the technical accuracy provided in the FSM is the difference between a vehicle

that reaches 200,000 miles and one that suffers a premature mechanical failure. By understanding the underlying

physics of the CVT, the chemical requirements of the specialized fluids, and the electronic logic of the ETACS, the

Lancer can be maintained as a reliable and high-performing machine for decades to come.

Ultimately, the legacy of the Lancer lies in its versatility. From the economy-focused ES trim to the track-ready 

Evolution X, the engineering principles remain consistent: high-quality materials, rigorous diagnostic protocols, and 

a commitment to driver-centric technology. For those dedicated to the preservation of these vehicles, the 

Mitsubishi Virtual Assistant (MIRA)and the wealth of community-driven knowledge in forum communities serve

as essential supplements to the official Factory Service Manuals.
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