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In the high-stakes ecosystem of competitive examinations in India—ranging from the Union Public Service 

Commission (UPSC) CSAT to the Staff Selection Commission (SSC), Banking (IBPS/SBI), and Railway 

Recruitment Boards (RRB)—the ability to process information logically and derive accurate conclusions is the 

ultimate differentiator. Among the pantheon of educational resources designed to sharpen these cognitive faculties, 

the works of Sagir Ahmad, particularly his seminal text Times: A Fresh Approach to Verbal Reasoning, have

emerged as foundational pillars. This article provides an exhaustive, 2,000-word technical decomposition of Sagir

Ahmad’s methodology, the structural framework of his reasoning treatises, and the digital transformation of these

resources into mobile-accessible platforms.

The Theoretical Framework of Verbal Reasoning in Competitive Assessment

Verbal reasoning is not merely the ability to understand words; it is the cognitive process of evaluating information 

and arguments expressed in language. Unlike quantitative aptitude, which relies on numerical manipulation, verbal 

reasoning requires the synthesis of linguistic logic, pattern recognition, and deductive inference. In the context of 

Sagir Ahmad’s educational philosophy, reasoning is treated as a systematic algorithmic processrather than a

collection of disparate tricks.

The core objective of Sagir Ahmad’s reasoning book is to bridge the gap between intuitive thought and structured 

logic. For candidates appearing in SSC or Bank PO exams, the primary challenge is not the difficulty of the 

questions themselves, but the temporal constraints. Therefore, Ahmad’s framework focuses on two primary 

vectors: Accuracy (A) and Velocity (V). The technical efficiency of a student is measured as E = (A * V) / T , where

T is the time complexity of the cognitive task.

The Hierarchy of Logical Structures

Sagir Ahmad categorizes verbal reasoning into distinct logical hierarchies. Understanding these hierarchies is

essential for any aspirant aiming to master the subject:

•  Deductive Reasoning: Starting from a general premise to reach a specific, certain conclusion (e.g., 

Syllogisms).

•  Inductive Reasoning: Making broad generalizations from specific observations (e.g., Number and Letter 

Series).

•  Abductive Reasoning: Formulating the most likely explanation from an incomplete set of observations (e.g., 

Statement and Assumptions).

•  Analogical Reasoning: Identifying relationships between pairs of concepts (e.g., Word Analogies).

Technical Breakdown: Core Modules of Sagir Ahmad Reasoning

The Times A Fresh Approach to Verbal Reasoningtext is segmented into specialized modules that target specific

neural pathways involved in logical processing. Below is a detailed analysis of the core mechanics found within

these modules.



1. Coding-Decoding Algorithms

In Sagir Ahmad’s methodology, coding-decoding is treated as a cryptographic exercise. The student is taught to 

identify the mapping function f(x) that transforms a plaintext string into a ciphertext string. Techniques include:

•  Position Value Memorization: Utilizing the E-J-O-T-Y (5-10-15-20-25) framework to instantly recall the 

numerical position of English alphabets.

•  Reverse Mapping: Calculating the opposite letter using the formula (27 - Current Position).

•  Complex Shift Mechanics: Analyzing patterns where the shift is not constant but follows a mathematical 

progression (e.g., +1, +3, +5...).

2. Syllogistic Logic and Venn Diagram Integration

Syllogisms represent a major portion of bank and insurance exams. Ahmad’s approach simplifies the complex 

Aristotelian logic into visual Venn Diagrams. The technical execution involves identifying the relationships between 

sets: Universal Affirmative (All A are B), Universal Negative (No A is B), Particular Affirmative (Some A are B), and 

Particular Negative (Some A are not B).

3. Relational Calculus (Blood Relations)

Blood relation problems are solved using a Genogram Approach. By creating a standardized symbolic language—

such as circles for females, squares for males, and horizontal lines for siblings—Ahmad enables students to map

multi-generational family trees without cognitive overload. This reduces the error rate in complex puzzles involving

five or more family members.

Comparative Analysis: Sagir Ahmad vs. Traditional Pedagogies

To understand the efficacy of the Sagir Ahmad reasoning series, it is necessary to compare it against traditional

academic approaches and other competitive exam literature. The following table provides a structural comparison

of features and utility.



Feature Category Sagir Ahmad (Times) Traditional Textbooks Standard Reference 
Books

Approach Short-cut oriented / Fresh 
Approach

Theoretical/Descriptive Formula-centric

Language Hindi/English (Dual Focus) Primarily English Formal Academic English

Exam Relevance High (SSC, Railway, Bank, 
CSAT)

General Education Targeted (e.g., CAT only)

Problem Density 5000+ Practice MCQs Limited Exercises Moderate (1000-2000)

Solution Method Step-by-step logic flow Direct answers Highly technical/Complex

Integration with Competitive Exam Syllabi

Sagir Ahmad's content is specifically mapped to the weighted requirements of various national-level exams. The

following table outlines the relevance of specific chapters to various examination bodies.



Exam Body Primary Focus Areas Difficulty Level (1-10)

SSC (CGL/CHSL) Analogy, Classification, Coding-
Decoding

7

IBPS / SBI PO Syllogism, Puzzles, Input-Output 9

Railway (RRB NTPC) Series, Direction Sense, Venn 
Diagrams

6

UPSC (CSAT) Logical Deduction, Data Sufficiency 8

MBA (CAT/MAT) Critical Reasoning, Abstract 
Reasoning

9.5

The Digital Shift: Android Applications and Mobile Learning

As indicated in the provided data, the transition of Sagir Ahmad’s reasoning book into the digital realm—via 

developers like Lakshya Mathematics Teaching Centre—marks a significant shift in how aspirants consume 

educational content. The Sagir Ahmad Reasoning Book Appfunctions as a portable Learning Management

System (LMS).

Technical Specifications of the Digital Learning Interface

1.  Offline Accessibility: Unlike web-based portals, the Android application allows for local caching of PDF 

chapters, ensuring that students in regions with low connectivity can continue their study protocols.

2.  Interactive Testing: The transition from static text to interactive quizzes allows for real-time performance 

tracking and error analysis.

3.  User Experience (UX) for Learning: The interface is designed for high readability, utilizing specific font 

weights and night-mode settings to reduce eye strain during prolonged study sessions.

Mathematical Models for Self-Assessment in Apps

Advanced versions of these reasoning apps incorporate algorithmic scoring. For instance, if a student consistently 

fails at 'Direction Sense' but excels at 'Number Series,' the app's internal logic can suggest more intensive practice 

for the former. The diagnostic score is often calculated using a weighted average: S = :2‡uö’�¢�5ö’’�ò�£w_i, where w_i is 

the difficulty weight and c_i is the correctness of the response.

Practical Implementation: A 12-Week Mastery Field Guide

Achieving proficiency in reasoning using the Sagir Ahmad framework requires a structured timeline. Below is an

engineering-grade field guide for implementation.

Phase 1: Foundations (Week 1-3)

The focus is on Cognitive Mapping. Students should master the English alphabet positions and numerical

squares/cubes. This phase involves completing the 'Analogy' and 'Classification' chapters which build the basic

logic gates in the mind.

Phase 2: Procedural Logic (Week 4-7)

During this phase, the student moves to algorithmic problem solving. This includes Coding-Decoding, Series 

Completion, and Mathematical Operations. The objective is to move from slow, conscious calculation to fast, 



subconscious pattern recognition.

Phase 3: Complex Deductions (Week 8-10)

Engagement with Syllogisms, Blood Relations, and Direction Sense. Here, the student must use Diagrammatic 

Representation (Venn Diagrams and Trees) to handle multi-variable problems.

Phase 4: Optimization and Mock Testing (Week 11-12)

The final phase involves Time-Complexity Optimization. Using the previous years' papers included in the Sagir

Ahmad book, the student must simulate exam conditions. The target is to reduce the average response time per

question by at least 30%.

Case Study: Overcoming the 'Syllogism Trap'

One of the most frequent failure modes for students in competitive exams is the 'Syllogism Trap,' where complex

statements (e.g., "Only a few A are B") lead to logical fallacies. 

Problem:A student faces a statement: "All Mangoes are Fruits. No Fruit is a Vegetable." They incorrectly conclude

"Some Vegetables are not Mangoes" is the only valid inference, missing the definite "No Vegetable is a Mango."

Sagir Ahmad’s Solution: By applying the Cross-Categorization Methoddescribed in his book, the student

learns to visualize the sets as mutually exclusive containers. Since 'Mango' is a subset of 'Fruit,' and 'Fruit' has zero

intersection with 'Vegetable,' it is mathematically impossible for 'Mango' to have an intersection with 'Vegetable.'

This structural understanding prevents the ambiguity of language from clouding the logic.

Operational Challenges and Strategic Solutions

While the Sagir Ahmad Reasoning Book is comprehensive, students often encounter specific operational

challenges during their preparation.

•  Challenge: Language Barriers in Hindi/English terminology.Solution: The book’s dual-language approach 

allows students to cross-reference technical terms (e.g., 'Analogy' vs. 'Sadrisyata'), which strengthens linguistic 

logic.

•  Challenge: Mental Fatigue during the 'Puzzles' section.Solution: Implementation of the Pomodoro Technique—

25 minutes of intense puzzle-solving followed by a 5-minute break—to maintain high cognitive throughput.

•  Challenge: Keeping up with evolving exam patterns.Solution: Supplementing the static book with the Sagir 

Ahmad Android app, which often receives updates reflecting the latest question formats from recent SSC and IBPS 

exams.

The Broader Implications of Reasoning Mastery

Beyond the immediate goal of clearing an entrance exam, the methodologies proposed by Sagir Ahmad cultivate a 

mindset of analytical rigor. In a professional environment, whether in public administration or corporate

management, the ability to decompose a complex problem into its logical components is invaluable. Reasoning is

not just a subject; it is a fundamental survival skill in the information age.

The integration of Sagir Ahmad’s traditional teaching methods with modern digital tools represents the optimal

synthesis of pedagogy and technology. As competitive exams continue to increase in difficulty and candidate

volume, the reliance on such structured, deep-dive resources will only grow. By mastering the core mechanics of

verbal reasoning, aspirants do not just prepare for a test; they develop a cognitive toolkit that will serve them

throughout their professional careers.



In conclusion, whether accessed through the physical pages of the Times Fresh Approachor through an Android

APK on a smartphone, the logic of Sagir Ahmad remains a gold standard in the Indian competitive education

sector. Aspirants who approach this material with technical discipline, following a structured study plan and utilizing

the comparison metrics provided, are significantly more likely to achieve the percentile scores required for top-tier

recruitment.
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