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The Karnataka 2nd Pre-University Certificate (PUC) examination serves as a pivotal academic milestone for 

students in the state of Karnataka, acting as the primary gateway to higher education in engineering, medicine, 

commerce, and the arts. Managed by the Karnataka School Examination and Assessment Board (KSEAB),

formerly known as the Department of Pre-University Education (DPUE), the examination framework has undergone

significant structural revisions to align with the National Education Policy (NEP) and to reduce the psychological

burden on students. This technical guide provides an exhaustive analysis of the 2023-24 and 2025 exam patterns,

marking schemes, and strategic preparation methodologies.

The Evolution of KSEAB Governance and Exam Structure

In recent years, the Karnataka state government restructured the examination authority, merging several boards 

into the KSEAB to streamline the assessment process for both SSLC (Class 10) and 2nd PUC (Class 12). One of 

the most transformative changes introduced for the 2024-25 academic cycle is the 'Three Annual Exams' system.

Unlike the traditional model of one annual exam and one supplementary exam, students now have three distinct

opportunities to improve their scores, where the best performance among the three attempts is considered for the

final marks card.

Technical Architecture of the Three-Exam System

The implementation of Exam 1, Exam 2, and Exam 3 is designed to foster a growth mindset. The technical

workflow follows these parameters:

•  Exam 1: The primary annual examination conducted usually in March.

•  Exam 2: Open to students who failed in Exam 1 or those wishing to improve their scores.

•  Exam 3: A final opportunity for further improvement or for those who missed the previous iterations.

•  Best-of-Three Policy: The board maintains a digital ledger of student scores across all attempts, automatically 

selecting the highest marks achieved in each subject for the final certification.

Core Exam Pattern Analysis: 2024-2025

The examination pattern is meticulously balanced between Theory and Internal Assessment (IA) or Practicals.

Understanding the distribution of these marks is crucial for calculating the potential aggregate score and ensuring

compliance with passing requirements.

Theory and Internal Assessment Matrix

For the majority of non-science subjects and language papers, KSEAB has adopted an 80+20 marking scheme.

The 80 marks are derived from the external written examination, while the 20 marks are allocated based on

internal evaluations conducted by the respective colleges.



Subject Category Theory Marks (External) Internal/Practical Marks Total Marks

Languages (Kannada, 
English, etc.)

80 20 (Internal) 100

Core Commerce 
(Accountancy, Business 
Studies)

80 20 (Internal) 100

Core Arts (History, 
Sociology, Pol. Science)

80 20 (Internal) 100

Science (Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology)

70 30 (Practical) 100

Mathematics 80 20 (Internal) 100

Question Paper Complexity Levels

The KSEAB blueprints are constructed using a Cognitive Domain Taxonomy . Question papers are generally

designed to test four distinct levels of student proficiency:

1.  Knowledge (40%): Questions that require direct recall of facts, definitions, and basic concepts.

2.  Understanding (30%): Questions requiring the interpretation of data, comparison of theories, and explaining 

phenomena.

3.  Application (20%): Solving numerical problems, applying theorems to new scenarios, and case-study 

analysis.

4.  Higher-Order Thinking Skills/Skill (10%): Drawing complex diagrams, proving intricate mathematical 

theorems, or synthesizing multidisciplinary information.

Detailed Marking Scheme and Passing Criteria

The Karnataka 2nd PUC passing marks are a critical threshold for students. To be declared 'Pass' in a subject, a

student must meet specific percentage requirements across both theory and practical/internal components.

The 35% Threshold Rule

The fundamental rule is that a student must secure a minimum of 35% of the total marksto pass an individual

subject. However, there are nuances based on the type of subject:

•  Non-Practical Subjects (100 Marks total): A student must secure at least 35 marks. This is typically achieved 

through a combination of the 80-mark theory paper and the 20-mark internal assessment.

•  Practical Subjects (100 Marks total): For Science subjects (Physics, Chemistry, Biology), students must pass 

the theory and practical components collectively, but there is a mandatory minimum requirement for the theory 

portion (usually 21 out of 70).

Grace Marks Policy

The KSEAB maintains a Grace Marks Policyto assist students who fall marginally short of the passing aggregate.

Typically, if a student fails in only one or two subjects by a narrow margin (usually 1-5% of the total marks), the

board may award grace marks to help the student achieve the 35% minimum, provided they have performed

exceptionally well in other subjects.



Technical Breakdown of Subject-Wise Blueprints

The KSEAB releases a subject-wise "Blue Print" on its official portal (kseab.karnataka.gov.in). This document is an

essential resource for technical writers and educators as it defines the precise weightage of each chapter.

Example: Physics (Science Stream) Blueprint Analysis

In the Physics curriculum, the 70 marks are distributed across units such as Electrostatics, Current Electricity,

Optics, and Modern Physics. The blueprint specifies:

•  MCQs and Fill-in-the-blanks: 20 Marks (Focusing on conceptual clarity).

•  Very Short Answer (VSA): 1 Mark each.

•  Short Answer (SA1): 2 Marks each.

•  Short Answer (SA2): 3 Marks each.

•  Long Answer (LA): 5 Marks each (Often including derivations or complex circuit problems).

•  Numerical Problems: Specifically allocated 15-20% of the total weightage to test mathematical application.

Example: Accountancy (Commerce Stream) Blueprint Analysis

For Accountancy, the 80-mark paper focuses heavily on procedural execution:

•  Section A: Objective types (MCQs, Matching, One-word answers).

•  Section B: 2-mark theory questions.

•  Section C: 6-mark problems involving ledger accounts, depreciation, or partnership basics.

•  Section D: 12-mark comprehensive problems (e.g., Balance Sheets for Partnership firms or Company 

Accounts).

•  Section E: Practical Oriented Questions (POQs) designed to test real-world accounting skills (5 marks).

Internal Assessment (IA) Methodology

The introduction of 20 internal marks for theory-heavy subjects is a recent development aimed at continuous

evaluation. The 20 marks are generally partitioned as follows:



Component Marks Allocation Description

Unit Tests / Mid-term 10 Marks Average performance in periodic 
institutional tests.

Attendance & Participation 05 Marks Classroom conduct and adherence to 
the 75% attendance rule.

Procedural Execution: How to Download Model Papers and Blueprints

Students and educators must follow a standardized procedural workflow to access the latest official materials. This

ensures that the study plan is based on the most recent pedagogical updates.

Step-by-Step Access Guide

1.  Navigate to the Portal: Access the official website at kseab.karnataka.gov.in.

2.  Locate the 'Documents' Section: Look for the "PUC" or "2nd PUC" tab in the main navigation menu.

3.  Select 'Question Papers' or 'Blueprint': Choose the academic year (e.g., 2024-25).

4.  Download Subject-Specific PDFs: Each subject will have a dedicated link containing the model question 

paper and its corresponding scoring key/blueprint.

5.  Verify Version: Ensure the document reflects the "New Pattern" with MCQ sections, as older versions are 

obsolete.

Comparison: 2023-24 vs. 2024-25 Pattern

There are subtle but significant differences in the way exams are being approached in the latest cycle compared to

the previous one.



Feature 2023-24 Pattern 2024-25 Pattern

Number of Exam Cycles Two (Annual + Supplementary) Three (Exam 1, 2, and 3)

Internal Assessment Limited to specific subjects Standardized 20 marks for most 
subjects

Question Paper Ratio Traditional Descriptive Focus Increased MCQ and Competency-
based questions

Improvement Policy Could improve only failed subjects Can improve any subject to boost 
total aggregate

Case Study: The Impact of MCQ Integration

In the 2024 examination, KSEAB increased the weightage of multiple-choice questions (MCQs). This change was

met with mixed reactions. A technical analysis of student performance data suggested that while MCQs improved

the average passing rate, they also introduced a "precision risk." Unlike descriptive answers, where partial marks

can be awarded for steps, MCQs are binary—either correct or incorrect. This necessitates a shift in study habits

from rote memorization to deep conceptual understanding.

Troubleshooting Common Preparation Failures

Students often face specific bottlenecks during 2nd PUC preparation. Below are identified failure modes and their

respective solutions:

•  Failure Mode: Ignoring the Blueprint. Solution: Map every study session to the marks-per-chapter distribution. 

Do not spend excessive time on 2-mark chapters at the expense of 12-mark units.

•  Failure Mode: Poor Time Management in Physics/Math. Solution: Practice with a timer. Allocate 1.8 minutes 

per mark (e.g., 18 minutes for a 10-mark section) to ensure the paper is completed within 3 hours.

•  Failure Mode: Neglecting Internal Assessments. Solution: Since IA marks are "locked" before the theory 

exam, ensure assignments and unit tests are taken seriously, as they provide a 20% cushion to the final score.

Summary and Strategic Implications

The Karnataka 2nd PUC exam framework has evolved into a student-centric model that prioritizes multiple

opportunities for success and continuous evaluation. By integrating a 20-mark internal assessment and providing

three annual exam windows, the KSEAB has created a more resilient academic structure. For students, the

implications are clear: success is no longer determined by a single three-hour window in March, but by consistent

engagement throughout the year and a strategic understanding of the technical blueprint.

As the state moves toward full NEP implementation, we can expect further shifts toward competency-based testing.

Students who master the current pattern—balancing objective accuracy in MCQs with logical depth in descriptive

answers—will find themselves well-prepared not just for the PUC results, but for the rigors of national-level

competitive examinations. The 2nd PUC certificate remains a cornerstone of academic identity in Karnataka, and

navigating its pattern with technical precision is the first step toward a successful professional career.
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