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The study of Karmic Astrology represents a significant departure from traditional horoscopic interpretation,

shifting the focus from mundane event-prediction to the evolution of the soul across multiple incarnations. The
seminal work by Geraldyn Waxkowsky and Marysol Gonzalez Sterling, titled Astrologia Karmica Basica: El
Pasado y el Presente(1982), remains a foundational text in this field. Originally published as part of the 'Universo
Secreto' collection by Altalena Ediciones, this volume introduces a technical framework for understanding how the
positions of celestial bodies at the moment of birth reflect cumulative spiritual experiences and unresolved
psychological patterns. This article provides an in-depth technical analysis of the principles established in this
discipline, focusing on the mechanics of the Lunar Nodes, retrograde planets, and the karmic significance of the
water houses.

The Theoretical Framework of Karmic Astrology

Karmic astrology operates on the principle of causality—the idea that the present state of the individual is a direct
result of previous actions and choices. While traditional astrology might analyze a Saturn square Sun aspect as a
challenge with authority or physical vitality, karmic astrology interprets this same aspect as a 'karmic debt' or a
lesson in discipline that the soul failed to master in a previous cycle. In the context of the Waxkowsky-Sterling
methodology, the natal chart is viewed not as a static map, but as a dynamic record of the soul's trajectory through
time.

The Role of Astro-Psychology

A significant component of Astrologia Karmica Basica is the integration of astro-psychology. This approach
bridges the gap between ancient esoteric traditions and modern Jungian archetypes. It posits that what we call
'karma' is often stored in the unconscious mind as complex psychological predispositions. By analyzing the chart
karmicamente, a practitioner can identify the '‘past' (represented by the South Node and certain planetary
placements) and the 'present’ (the path towards the North Node), allowing for a conscious integration of these two
polarities.

The Mechanics of the Lunar Nodes: The Axis of Destiny

In any technical discussion of karmic astrology, the Lunar Nodes(the North Node/Rahu and the South Node/Ketu)
serve as the primary analytical axis. Astronomically, these are the points where the Moon's orbit intersects the
ecliptic (the Sun's apparent path). In karmic terms, they represent the 'Past' and the 'Present/Future.’

1.The South Node (The Past)

The South Noderepresents the path of least resistance. It signifies talents, habits, and behaviors that are deeply
ingrained because they were 'mastered' in previous lives. While these qualities are often comfort zones, over-
reliance on them leads to spiritual stagnation. The technical challenge for the individual is to utilize the strengths of
the South Node without becoming trapped in its repetitive cycles.

2.The North Node (The Present and Future)



The North Nodeindicates the soul's evolutionary goal in the current lifetime. It represents unfamiliar territory and
qualities that the individual must consciously develop. Because these qualities are new, the North Node often feels
uncomfortable or difficult to achieve, requiring a deliberate shift in consciousness. The Waxkowsky-Sterling method

emphasizes that the house placement of the North Node provides the ‘field of experience' where the new life
lessons will manifest most prominently.

Technical Breakdown of Nodal Sign/House Interaction



Nodal Axis Type

1st / 7th House

2nd / 8th House

3rd / 9th House

4th / 10th House

5th / 11th House

6th / 12th House

South Node Influence
(The Past)

Over-reliance on self;

isolation or ego-dominance.

Focus on material security
and personal resources.

Preoccupation with local
data and superficial logic.

Strong attachment to
family, roots, and
domesticity.

Focus on personal
creativity and individual
romanticism.

Obsession with daily
routine, health, and
physical detail.

North Node Requirement
(The Present)

Learning cooperation,
partnership, and empathy.

Exploring transformation,
shared values, and the
occult.

Seeking higher wisdom,
philosophy, and long-
distance travel.

Pursuing public status,
career, and social
responsibility.

Involvement in collective
goals and humanitarian
efforts.

Developing spiritual
surrender and intuition.

The Saturnian Influence: The Lord of Karma

Karmic Objective

Balancing individual
identity with relational
dynamics.

Moving from physical
attachment to spiritual
transcendence.

Transitioning from
information gathering to
holistic understanding.

Balancing private security
with external contribution.

Evolving from 'the self as
creator' to 'the self as a
group member.'

Bridging the gap between
the material world and the
infinite.

In the technical study of Astrologia Karmica Basica, Saturnis regarded as the most critical planetary indicator of
karmic constraints. Often referred to as the 'Great Teacher' or 'Lord of Karma,' Saturn’s placement indicates where
the individual will face the most significant trials, delays, and structural challenges. These are not viewed as
punishments but as 'corrections' designed to build character and resolve past-life errors.

Saturnian Cycles and Karmic Maturity

The Saturn Return, occurring approximately every 29.5 years, serves as a karmic audit. During this period, the
individual is forced to confront the reality of their life choices. If the individual has followed their North Node path,
the Saturn Return brings stability and reward. If they have remained stuck in South Node patterns, the return often
manifests as a period of significant crisis, forcing a restructuring of the life path. The Waxkowsky-Sterling text
provides specific calculation methods for identifying these critical periods within the natal chart's progression.

Analysis of Retrograde Planets and Subconscious Memory

A unique feature of technical karmic analysis is the interpretation of retrograde planets(planets that appear to
move backward from our perspective on Earth). In a karmic context, a retrograde planet suggests that the energy
of that planet was misused or suppressed in a previous lifetime, and in this lifetime, the energy is directed 'inward'
for review.

¢ Mercury Retrograde: Suggests unresolved communication issues or the need to re-evaluate one's mental
processes.
* Venus Retrograde: Indicates a need to redefine values or heal wounds related to past relationships and self-



worth.

e Mars Retrograde: Points to suppressed anger or a need to internalize the drive for action before projecting it
outward.

e Jupiter Retrograde: Reflects a search for internal truth and a skepticism toward established dogmas or
external belief systems.

The density of retrograde planets in a chart can indicate a 'heavy' karmic load, requiring the individual to spend
more time in introspection and self-correction than in external expansion.

The Water Houses: The Psychic Record (4th, 8th, and 12th)

The Water Houses—the 4th (Cancer), 8th (Scorpio), and 12th (Pisces)—are the primary repositories of karmic
memory. They represent the emotional, psychological, and spiritual ‘backlog' that the soul carries.

The 12th House: The 'Trash Can' of the Zodiac

The 12th house is perhaps the most technically complex house in karmic astrology. It represents the collective
unconscious, hidden enemies (often aspects of ourselves we have disowned), and the final dissolution before a
new cycle begins. Placements in the 12th house indicate secrets, hidden talents, or unresolved issues that were
'left over' from the immediate past life. The 12th house requires transcendence; the individual must learn to serve
without ego to clear the karmic slate.

The 8th House: Transformation and Debt

While the 12th house is about surrender, the 8th house is about regeneration. It is the house of 'other people's
money," but karmicamente, it is the house of 'other people's energy.' It shows how we manage shared values and
how we handle the process of death and rebirth. High activity in the 8th house suggests a life defined by intense
transformative crises meant to purge the soul of deep-seated attachments.

Numerology Integration in Karmic Analysis

As noted in the source documentation associated with the Waxkowsky-Sterling curriculum, Numerologyoften
serves as a secondary diagnostic tool. By calculating the Life Path Number (the sum of the birth date) and
comparing it with the Astrological Chart, practitioners can find reinforcing patterns. For example, a Life Path 7 (The
Seeker) combined with a prominent 12th-house placement reinforces a karmic mandate for spiritual seeking and
isolation.

Karmic Debt Numbers

In the technical crossover between numerology and astrology, certain 'Karmic Debt Numbers' (13, 14, 16, 19)
provide specific clues:

e 13/4: Relates to the need for hard work and overcoming laziness (correlates with Saturn/6th House issues).
e 14/5: Relates to the misuse of freedom and sensory indulgence (correlates with Jupiter/Venus issues).

» 16/7: Relates to the destruction of the ego to make room for spirit (correlates with Pluto/Uranus/12th House).
¢ 19/1: Relates to the misuse of power and the need to learn independence (correlates with Sun/1st House).

Practical Implementation: Interpreting the Karmic Chart

To perform a technical karmic reading based on the 1982 Altalena framework, follow this procedural hierarchy:

Step 1: Calculate the Nodal Axis



Determine the sign and house of the North and South Nodes. This establishes the primary evolutionary ‘highway." If
the South Node is in the 4th house and the North Node is in the 10th house, the soul's mission is to move from
domestic dependency to public authority.

Step 2: Identify Planetary Aspects to the Nodes

Planets conjunct the South Node are 'tools' the soul has brought from the past. Planets conjunct the North Node
are 'aspirational energies' that must be developed. Squares to the Nodal axis (the 'Skipped Step') indicate specific
issues that were ignored in past lives and must be addressed before the North Node can be reached.

Step 3: Analyze Saturn’s Placement

Locate Saturn to find the area of 'maximum resistance." This is where the individual will feel 'blocked’ until they
master the required discipline. The house placement of Saturn often indicates the specific life department where
karmic debts must be paid.

Step 4: Review Retrograde Planets

Quantify the retrograde planets. A high count suggests a life focused on 'internal work' and the processing of past-
life memories rather than outward social achievement.

Case Study: The 12th House Saturn and South Node in Aries

Consider a hypothetical subject with Saturn in the 12th House and the South Node in Ariesin the 1st House.
This configuration suggests a complex karmic signature.

The Analysis:

¢ South Node in Aries/1st House: In past lives, the individual was likely highly independent, perhaps even
aggressive or focused solely on survival and self-assertion. They are used to 'going it alone.’

¢ North Node in Libra/7th House: The evolutionary goal is to learn partnership and diplomacy. However, the
South Node makes them prone to impulsive, self-centered behavior.

e Saturn in the 12th House: This creates a 'karmic barrier' to the subconscious. The individual may feel a vague
sense of guilt or fear that they cannot identify. Saturn here demands that the individual structure their spiritual life
and confront their ‘hidden enemies' (their own egoic impulses from the past).

« Interpretation: The individual must use their Aries strength to bravely face their 12th-house fears, eventually
moving toward the Libra North Node by learning that true strength is found in balanced cooperation, not isolated
dominance.

Comparative Analysis: Traditional vs. Karmic Astrology

To further understand the distinction, the following table compares the two approaches across key metrics:



Metric

Obijective

Primary Focus

View of Challenges

Time Perception

Retrogrades

Traditional Astrology

Predicting events and personality
traits.

The Ascendant and Sun Sign.

Obstacles to be avoided or overcome.

Linear (Current lifetime only).

Weakened planetary expression.

Karmic Astrology (Waxkowsky-
Sterling)

Understanding soul evolution and
past-life baggage.

The Lunar Nodes and Saturn.

Necessary lessons for spiritual growth.

Cyclical/Continuous (Multiple
incarnations).

Introspective processing of past-life

misuse.

Summary of Broader Implications

The technical study of Astrologia Karmica Basica: El Pasado y el Presenteoffers more than just a method for
personality analysis; it provides a comprehensive roadmap for self-actualization. By identifying the 'past' through
the South Node and the 'present’ via the North Node, individuals can align their conscious actions with their soul's
deeper evolutionary requirements. The integration of Saturnian discipline and the psychological insights of the
water houses allows for a profound transformation, turning perceived 'fate' into a conscious path of growth.

Ultimately, the work of Geraldyn Waxkowsky and Marysol Gonzélez Sterling reminds us that the natal chart is a
bridge. It connects the biological and psychological reality of the present to the spiritual and causal history of the
past. For the technical practitioner, the chart becomes a diagnostic tool of the highest order, capable of pinpointing
not just 'what' is happening in a life, but ‘why' it is happening from a multi-incarnational perspective. As practitioners
continue to apply these principles, the field of karmic astrology remains a vital discipline for those seeking to
understand the deeper mechanics of human destiny.
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