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Since the inception of formal computer science education, few names have resonated as strongly as Gary B. Shelly 

and the Shelly Cashman Series. Since 1969, this series has been at the forefront of technical instruction, moving 

over twenty million copies worldwide. The pedagogical philosophy established by Shelly and his colleagues—

including Corinne Hoisington and Misty E. Vermaat—redefined how complex software environments like 

Microsoft Visual Basic and Microsoft Officeare taught to students. This article provides a comprehensive

technical analysis of these educational frameworks, specifically focusing on the transition from traditional

programming to integrated database, web, and office application development.

The Pedagogical Framework: The Shelly Cashman Methodology

The success of the Shelly Cashman Series is rooted in a specific instructional design known as the step-by-step, 

screen-by-screenapproach. Unlike theoretical textbooks that focus on abstract syntax, these resources are

engineered for the kinesthetic and visual learner. The core philosophy assumes that student success is maximized

when the educational material mirrors the actual software environment precisely.

Visual Learning and Cognitive Load Theory

By utilizing real-world students on the covers, such as those from Bryant University, the series establishes a

relatable context. Technically, the material adheres to Cognitive Load Theory by breaking down complex

programming tasks into manageable 'chunks.' Each chapter typically represents a project-based objective,

ensuring that the student is not just learning a command, but building a functional component of a larger system.

•  Project-Oriented Instruction: Every chapter begins with a completed project, giving the student a clear goal.

•  Screen Match Verification: Every instruction is accompanied by a high-resolution screenshot, allowing 

students to self-verify their progress at every step.

•  Practical Application: Exercises are divided into 'Apply Your Knowledge,' 'Extend Your Knowledge,' and 'In the 

Lab' sections to reinforce different levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Technical Analysis of Microsoft Visual Basic 2010 & 2017

A significant portion of the Shelly Cashman technical library, particularly those authored by Gary B. Shelly and 

Corinne Hoisington, focuses on Microsoft Visual Basic. This language serves as a gateway to understanding 

Object-Oriented Programming (OOP) and the .NET Framework. The technical depth of books like Microsoft Visual 

Basic 2010 for Windows, Web, Office, and Database Applications(ISBN: 9780538468473) covers several distinct

architectural layers.

The .NET Framework Architecture

Visual Basic 2010 operates on the .NET Framework 4.0, which introduced several critical advancements in how

applications interact with hardware and memory. When students learn through the Shelly Cashman series, they are

introduced to the following architectural components:



1.  Common Language Runtime (CLR): The virtual machine component of the .NET framework that manages 

the execution of programs.

2.  Microsoft Intermediate Language (MSIL): When VB code is compiled, it is transformed into MSIL, which is 

then JIT-compiled into machine code by the CLR.

3.  Base Class Library (BCL): A comprehensive collection of reusable types, including classes, interfaces, and 

value types that provide access to system functionality.

Integrated Development Environment (IDE) Navigation

The technical workflow taught in the 1,048-page Comprehensive Edition of Visual Basic 2010 focuses on the 

Visual Studio IDE. Key instructional areas include the management of the Toolbox, the Solution Explorer, and 

the Properties Window. The pedagogical focus is on the 'Design-Time' vs. 'Run-Time' distinction, ensuring

students understand when they are defining object attributes and when they are writing procedural logic.

Comparative Analysis: Introductory vs. Comprehensive Curricula

The Shelly Cashman series is strategically divided into different levels of depth. Choosing the right version depends 

on the intended learning outcomes and the technical complexity of the projects required. The following table 

provides a comparison between the Introductory and Comprehensivelevels of the Microsoft Visual Basic 2010

series.



Feature / Topic Introductory Edition Comprehensive Edition

Total Page Count Approx. 500-600 1048+

GUI Basics Core Controls (Buttons, Labels, 
TextBoxes)

Advanced Controls (DataGridView, 
TabControl)

Database Connectivity Basic Data Binding ADO.NET, LINQ to SQL, and SQL 
Server Integration

Web Applications Conceptual Overview Full ASP.NET Web Forms and 
Deployment

Office Integration Limited VSTO exposure Full Office Interop and Automation

Object-Oriented Design Encapsulation & Classes Inheritance, Polymorphism, and 
Interfaces

Technical Workflows: Developing a Database-Driven Application

In the Microsoft Visual Basic 2010: Comprehensive text, a major focus is placed on Database Applications. This

involves moving beyond simple UI design into data persistence and retrieval. The technical workflow generally

follows these stages:

1. Establishing the Data Source

Using ADO.NET (ActiveX Data Objects for .NET), the student learns to connect a VB application to an external 

data file, typically an Access (.accdb) or SQL Server (.mdf) database. This process involves the Data Source 

Configuration Wizard, which creates a DataSet—an in-memory cache of data.

2. Implementing the BindingSource Component

The BindingSource acts as a conduit between the data source and the UI controls. It manages the 

communication, ensuring that when a user navigates through records in the UI, the pointer in the underlying 

dataset moves accordingly. This introduces students to the concept of Data Binding.

3. Writing CRUD Logic

While the Shelly Cashman approach uses many automated tools, the Comprehensive edition dives into manual 

coding for CRUD (Create, Read, Update, Delete) operations. This involves writing SQL (Structured Query 

Language)queries and using the TableAdapter.Update method to synchronize the local dataset with the physical

database.

Microsoft Office 2010 & 2011 for Mac: A Fundamental Approach

Beyond programming, the series encompasses Discovering Computers & Microsoft Office 2010. This technical 

intersection addresses how productivity software operates as a system. Authored by Shelly and Vermaat, this 

curriculum covers the fundamentals of the Ribbon UI, Backstage View, and cross-application integration (OLE -

Object Linking and Embedding).

The Evolution to Microsoft Visual Basic 2017

As highlighted in the works of Corinne Hoisington, the series evolved with Visual Basic 2017. This version 



marked a significant shift toward Universal Windows Platform (UWP) development and cloud integration. The 

2017 editions shifted focus toward Mobile-First, Cloud-Firstdesign patterns, reflecting the industry's move away

from purely desktop-centric environments. Hoisington’s solutions often involve over 200 distinct problems,

emphasizing rigorous testing and debugging skills.

Case Studies and Troubleshooting in Educational Environments

Technical writing in computer education must account for common failure modes. In the Shelly Cashman series,

troubleshooting is integrated into the 'Checkpoints' and 'Debugging' sections. Below are common technical hurdles

and the pedagogical solutions provided.

Common Syntax and Logical Errors

•  Implicit Conversion Errors: Students often attempt to perform arithmetic on String types. The series teaches 

the use of TryParse and explicit conversion functions like CInt or CDec to avoid runtime exceptions.

•  Scope Resolution Issues: Understanding the difference between Class-level (Private) and Procedure-level 

(Local) variables. The text provides visual diagrams showing the 'lifetime' of a variable.

•  Database Path Errors: A frequent issue in student environments is the hard-coding of database file paths. The 

series teaches the use of relative paths and the |DataDirectory| macro to ensure portability across different 

workstations.

Systemic Troubleshooting Table



Error Category Common Symptom Technical Solution taught in Series

Connection Failures "Database file not found" Checking the ConnectionString in 
app.config

NullReferenceException App crashes when accessing an 
object

Proper instantiation using the New 
keyword

Logic Errors Incorrect calculation results Using the Watch Window and 
Breakpoints in Visual Studio

UI Responsiveness Application freezes during data load Introduction to BackgroundWorker or 
Async/Await (Advanced)

The Broader Implications of Technical Literacy

The legacy of Gary B. Shelly extends far beyond the specific software versions his books covered. By standardizing 

the 'Shelly Cashman' style, he created a universal language for technical instruction. This method ensures that 

regardless of whether a student is learning Microsoft Excel, Visual Basic.Net, or Discovering Computers, the

instructional logic remains consistent.

As we move into an era dominated by AI-driven development and web-based IDEs, the core principles of the Shelly 

Cashman series—project-based learning, visual verification, and comprehensive documentation—remain the gold 

standard for technical education. The transition from Visual Basic 2010 to Visual Basic 2017, and eventually to 

modern .NET Core, demonstrates the adaptability of these pedagogical frameworks in the face of rapid

technological change. For the educator and the student alike, these resources provide not just the 'how' of software

operation, but the 'why' of software engineering, bridging the gap between a novice user and a competent

developer.

In conclusion, the works of Shelly, Cashman, Hoisington, and Vermaat represent a monumental achievement in

technical writing. By meticulously documenting the intricacies of the Microsoft ecosystem through a student-centric

lens, they have empowered millions to navigate the complexities of the digital age. The continuing relevance of their

methodologies in current computer science curricula is a testament to the enduring power of clear, structured, and

authoritative technical communication.
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