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In the landscape of contemporary New Adult (NA) fiction, few authors have navigated the transition from self-

published success to USA Today Bestseller status as effectively as Denise Grover Swank. Her work, After Math, 

which serves as the foundational entry in the Off the Subjectseries, provides a robust case study for narrative

architecture, character-driven pacing, and the thematic integration of mathematical metaphors within interpersonal

dynamics. This analysis explores the technical components of the novel, the structural evolution of the series, and

the psychological frameworks that underpin the relationship between protagonists Scarlett Goodwin and Tucker

Price.

Theoretical Framework of New Adult Fiction in After Math

The New Adult genre, emerging as a distinct category in the early 2010s, bridges the gap between Young Adult 

(YA) and Adult literature. After Math (2013) is a quintessential example of this genre's core requirements: 

protagonists aged 18-25, themes of identity formation, collegiate settings, and the exploration of autonomy outside 

parental influence. The narrative functions on a binary timeline often described by the protagonist as "Before" and 

"After"—a temporal split that serves as the primary structural mechanism for the plot.

The Dual-Continuum Narrative Model

Denise Grover Swank utilizes a linear progression punctuated by retrospective reflections. This creates a dual-

continuum where the reader is simultaneously processing the present-day collegiate interactions and the historical 

trauma that defines the protagonist’s internal logic. In technical terms, this is referred to as asymmetric 

information distribution, where the author carefully metes out backstory to sustain tension and narrative

momentum.

Technical Analysis of Character Archetypes and Dynamics

The success of After Math relies on the juxtaposition of disparate academic and social spheres: the isolated 

intellectual (Scarlett Goodwin) and the socialized athletic figure (Tucker Price). This "tutor-pupil" dynamic is a 

recurring trope, but Swank’s implementation follows a specific procedural execution that mirrors mathematical 

problem-solving.

Scarlett Goodwin: The Logic-Based Defensive Variable

As a mathematics major, Scarlett utilizes logic as a coping mechanism. Her life is partitioned into controlled 

variables. The tutoring lab functions as her safe environment, a sterile zone where human interaction is mediated 

by the rules of arithmetic and calculus. From an engineering perspective, Scarlett’s character can be modeled as a 

closed system that resists external entropy until the introduction of the Tucker Price variable.

Tucker Price: The Catalytic Agent

Tucker Price functions as the narrative catalyst. His presence disrupts the equilibrium of Scarlett’s isolated life.

While initially framed within the "sports romance" trope, Tucker’s role is technically more complex, serving as the



bridge between Scarlett’s internal mathematical world and the external social reality she avoids.

Mathematical Metaphors and Narrative Geometry

Given the protagonist's specialization, the novel employs mathematical metaphors to describe emotional states. We 

can analyze the progression of the relationship through a Relational Delta (9E"•model, where intimacy (I) is a

function of time (t) and the reduction of social friction (f).

The following table illustrates the technical progression of the narrative arc within the "Off the Subject" framework:



Narrative Phase Structural Function Character State (Scarlett) Character State (Tucker)

Initial Conditions System Equilibrium Isolation / Focus on 
Tutoring

Social Prominence / 
Academic Risk

The Catalyst Introduction of Variable Resistant to Tutoring Tucker Seeking Academic Stability

Thermal Exchange Friction Generation Gradual Breakdown of 
Defenses

Discovery of Scarlett's 
Depth

The Inflection Point Plot Climax Confronting the "After" 
Event

Protective Intervention

System Resolution New Equilibrium Integration of Past and 
Present

Relational Commitment

Series Architecture: The 'Off the Subject' Lifecycle

The Off the Subject series is not merely a collection of standalone stories but a networked narrative. Each volume 

iterates on the themes established in After Mathwhile shifting the focus to different nodes within the social graph

established in Book 1.

Iteration 1: After Math (The Foundation)

Released in March 2013 via CreateSpace, this volume establishes the primary setting and the tone of the series. It 

focuses on the intersection of trauma and recovery, utilizing the tutoring lab as a central hub for character

intersection.

Iteration 2: Redesigned (Structural Shift)

The second installment shifts the perspective, often exploring the consequences of choices made in the periphery

of the first book. This expands the narrative universe while maintaining the core "Subject" motif.

Iteration 3: Business as Usual (The Consolidation)

The third volume typically serves as a consolidation of themes, resolving secondary character arcs and reinforcing

the overarching theme that the characters' lives are often "off the subject" of their intended academic or

professional paths.

Practical Implementation: Analyzing the Tutoring Workflow

A significant portion of the book’s technical setting involves the Academic Tutoring Lab . We can break down the

interaction workflow within this setting as a procedural guide for character development:

1.  Intake Assessment: The tutor (Scarlett) identifies the academic deficiencies of the student (Tucker).

2.  Variable Isolation: Identifying the external distractions (social life, pressure) affecting performance.

3.  Collaborative Problem Solving: The act of working through equations serves as a surrogate for emotional 

bonding.

4.  Feedback Loops: Positive reinforcement in the lab translates to increased trust in social settings.

5.  Outcome Verification: Academic success (passing grades) mirrors the success of the interpersonal 

relationship.

Case Study: The Impact of Self-Publishing Metrics in 2013



The release of After Math coincided with a pivotal moment in the digital publishing revolution. Analyzing the 

success of the novel requires an understanding of the Amazon Kindle Ecosystem and the USA Today Bestseller

 calculation mechanics of that era.

Metadata and Discoverability

•  ISBN-13: 9781482658644

•  Publisher: CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform

•  Keyword Optimization: New Adult, Sports Romance, Math Heroine, College Romance

•  Review Velocity: High initial engagement through book bloggers and the "Goodreads" ecosystem, leading to 

organic algorithmic promotion.

Statistical Success Factors

The novel’s success can be attributed to the High-Intent Search Volumefor specific tropes in 2013. The

"damaged heroine" and "hidden depth jock" were peak-demand archetypes. By saturating these categories, Swank

achieved a high conversion rate (CR) from browser to buyer.

Troubleshooting Common Pitfalls in New Adult Romance Writing

Using After Mathas a benchmark, we can identify common failure modes in similar narratives and how Swank

avoids them:

1. The Over-Reliance on Miscommunication

Failure Mode: Characters refuse to speak for 200 pages to sustain the plot.Swank’s Solution: The conflict is 

derived from external trauma(the "After") rather than simple dialogue failure, making the tension more authentic

and less frustrating for the reader.

2. Lack of Professional/Academic Authenticity

Failure Mode: The protagonist is a "math major" who never does math.Swank’s Solution: Scarlett is consistently 

depicted in the tutoring lab, and her internal monologue reflects a logic-oriented world view, maintaining character-

work consistency.

Evaluation of Thematic Resonance

The broader implications of After Math extend beyond simple entertainment. It serves as a commentary on the 

compartmentalization of trauma. In technical terms, Scarlett attempts to use math as a sandbox environment—

a place where rules are absolute and outcomes are predictable—to escape a reality that is chaotic and painful.

Comparison of Subject Matter vs. Execution



Feature Standard NA Romance After Math Implementation

Protagonist Motivation Search for Love Search for Security/Safety

Conflict Source Love Triangle/Misunderstanding Post-Traumatic Stress/Social Anxiety

Setting Utility Backdrop for Dating Functional Locus for Character Growth

Ending State Marriage/Engagement Psychological Integration and 
Recovery

As we synthesize the elements of Denise Grover Swank’s work, it becomes clear that After Math is more than a 

romance novel; it is a meticulously constructed narrative engine designed to explore the friction between rational 

thought (mathematics) and irrational experience (emotion). The "Off the Subject" series succeeds because it

acknowledges that while we may try to stay on the path of our intended "subjects"—be it math, business, or design

—life invariably forces us into the margins.

For writers and strategists, the After Mathmodel demonstrates the power of niche expertise (in this case, the

specific world of collegiate mathematics and tutoring) to ground a high-emotion narrative in a relatable, technical

reality. The enduring popularity of the series, marked by redesigns and boxed sets, proves that a well-structured

narrative, supported by strong archetypal foundations and authentic thematic depth, creates a sustainable literary

product with long-term market viability.
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