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In the landscape of the Malaysian education system, the mastery of Bahasa Melayu (BM) is not merely a linguistic
requirement but a foundational pillar of the national curriculum. Specifically, Kertas 2 (Penulisan), or the Writing
Paper, serves as a critical instrument for assessing a student's ability to synthesize information, construct coherent
narratives, and apply complex grammatical structures. Whether at the KSSR (Kurikulum Standard Sekolah
Rendah) level for primary students or the UASA (Ujian Akhir Sesi Akademik) and SPMlevels  for  secondary
students, this paper demands a high degree of technical precision and creative dexterity.

This technical analysis explores the structural evolution of the BM Penulisan paper, focusing on the mechanics of
sentence construction, the transition between primary and secondary assessment frameworks, and the

pedagogical strategies required to achieve high-tier scoring. By examining the documentation and resources often
found in formats like PDF and interactive platforms like Quizizz, we can decode the standards expected by the
Ministry of Education (KPM).

1.Theoretical Framework of the KSSR and KSSM Writing Modules

The writing curriculum in Malaysia is governed by two major frameworks: the KSSR for primary schools and the
KSSM (Kurikulum Standard Sekolah Menengah) for secondary schools. The core objective is to move students
from Basic Interpersonal Communicative Skills (BICS) toward Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency
(CALP).

1.1 Structural Hierarchy of Writing Competency

Writing competency is built upon a hierarchical progression of skills, which can be categorized as follows:

¢ Lexical Mastery: The ability to select precise nouns, verbs, and adjectives (e.g., distinguishing between
'menghiris’, 'memotong’, and 'mencincang’).

¢ Syntactic Construction: Building sentences using the SVO (Subject-Verb-Object) model and expanding them
into Ayat Majmuk (compound sentences).

e Cohesion and Coherence: The use of Penanda Wacana (discourse markers) to link ideas logically across
paragraphs.

» Contextual Application: Adapting the tone and format according to the prompt (e.g., formal letters, reports, or
creative narratives).

2.Technical Breakdown: BM Kertas 2 (Tahun 2 & 5)

In the primary school context, as seen in materials like Kertas Ujian KSSR BM Penulisan Tahun 2, the focus is on
the fundamental mechanics of Bina Ayat (Sentence Construction).

2.1 Section A: Information Transfer (Bina Ayat)

For Year 2 students, Section A usually involves looking at a stimulus (an image) and constructing five distinct
sentences. The technical requirement here is the SKOPmethod, a widely used pedagogical formula in Malaysian



schools:



Component Description Example

S (Subjek) The person or thing performing the Joseph
action.
K (Kata Kerja) The action being performed (must membaca

include proper imbuhan).
O (Objek) The entity receiving the action. buku cerita

P (Penerangan) Extension/Expansion (using yang dipinjam dari perpustakaan.
Keterangan Cara/Tempat/Masa).

2.2 Section B: Information Processing

In Year 5 and 6 (Level 2), students move toward Mengulas Nilai Murni (Commentary on Moral Values) or
transferring data from a mind map into a cohesive paragraph. This requires students to identify Implicit (Tersirat)
and Explicit (Tersurat)information. Failure to bridge these two types of information is a common failure mode in
technical scoring.

3.The Transition to UASA and Secondary Standards (Tingkatan 2 & 4)

The introduction of the UASA (Ujian Akhir Sesi Akademik) format has standardized the assessment for lower
secondary students (Tingkatan 1, 2, and 3). As noted in the Get Ready! UASA 2024 materials, the complexity of
Kertas 2 increases significantly.

3.1 Comparative Matrix: KSSR Primary vs. UASA Secondary

The following table illustrates the shift in technical expectations as students progress into secondary education:



Feature KSSR Primary (Year 4-6)
Word Count 80 - 120 words per essay
Complexity Linear narratives, moral

values

Idiomatic Usage Basic Simpulan Bahasa

1 Hour 15 Minutes

Time Allocation

3.2 Analysis of BM Kertas 2 Tingkatan 4

UASA Lower Secondary
(Form 1-3)

180 - 250 words (Section C)

Analytical thinking,
argumentative

Peribahasa and Ungkapan
Menarik

1 Hour

SPM Upper Secondary
(Form 4-5)

350 - 500+ words (Kertas
1/2)

Critical discourse, socio-
economic issues

Sophisticated Kosa Kata
Luas

2 Hours 15 Minutes (avg)

At the Tingkatan 4 level, the paper is designed to test Kemahiran Berfikir Aras Tinggi (KBAT) or Higher Order

Thinking Skills (HOTS). Students are no longer just describing a scene; they are required to provide solutions to

national issues, analyze global trends, and maintain a high level of linguistic decorum. The Bahasa Melayu Kertas 2
Tingkatan 4 module often includes sections on Rumusan (Summarization) and Sintaksis(Syntax Analysis), which
require a mathematical-like precision in word counting and grammatical identification.

4. Procedural Execution: How to Construct a High-Scoring Essay

To achieve a Cemerlang(Excellent) grade, students must follow a rigorous procedural workflow. Technical writers

and educators often recommend the following step-by-step methodology:

1. Prompt Deconstruction (Analisis Tugasan): Identify the Tema (Theme), Format (Format), and Kata Kunci
(Keyword/Task). For example, if the prompt asks for "Langkah-langkah," providing "Sebab-sebab" will result in a

lower band score regardless of language quality.

2. Brainstorming with Mind Mapping: Generate at least 3-5 Isi Penting (Main Points). Each point must follow the

|-H-C-K formula:

| (Isi): The main point.
3. H (Huraian): Elaboration on why/how.
4. C (Contoh): Concrete examples or evidence.

5. K (Kesimpulan Kecil): A closing sentence for the paragraph that reinforces the main point.

5. Mathematical Model of Marking Criteria

In a technical context, marking is not subjective. It follows a holistic rubric. The score (S) can be conceptualized as

a function of Language (L), Content (C), and Organization (O):

S=f(L, C, O)

Where:

¢ L (Language): Accuracy of grammar, vocabulary range, and spelling. (Weightage: ~50%)
¢ C (Content): Relevance of ideas to the prompt and depth of elaboration. (Weightage: ~35%)
* O (Organization): Logical flow and effective use of discourse markers. (Weightage: ~15%)

6. Common Failure Modes and Troubleshooting



Through the analysis of examiner reports and digital study materials (like those from Gurubesar), we can identify
recurring technical errors that students commit:

6.1 Morphology Errors (Kesalahan Morfologi)

Students often struggle with Kata Ganda and Kata Majmuk. For instance, writing "guru-guru besar" instead of the
correct "Guru Besar-Guru Besar" (when referring to the plural of the title) is a common structural error.

6.2 Semantic Drift

This occurs when a student uses a word that is technically correct in a dictionary sense but contextually
inappropriate. For example, using 'hebat' (great) when 'kronik'(chronic) is required for describing a disease. This
limits the student's ability to reach the "High Vocabulary" bracket.

6.3 Format Deviations

In Section B or C, if a student is asked to write a Syarahan (Speech) but fails to include the Kata Alu-aluan
(Salutations), they are automatically penalized in the Organization/Format category. This is a "hard-coded" rule in
the marking scheme.

7.The Role of Digital Resources and PDF Materials

The JSON data highlights several PDF resources such as "Soalan ujian bm kali pertama tahun 2 kssr* and "Kertas
peperiksaan kssr bm penulisan tahun 2". These documents serve as critical diagnostic tools. In the modern era,
SEO-optimized educational portals and Telegram channels(like @gurubesar7) have democratized access to
these materials.

7.1 Evaluating Resource Quality

When selecting study materials, educators should look for:

¢ Alignment with Latest DSKP: Ensure the content follows the current Dokumen Standard Kurikulum dan
Pentaksiran.

e Marking Schemes: A PDF without a Skema Jawapan is of limited technical value for self-study.

 Variety of Stimuli: The paper should include diverse visual aids (tables, infographics, maps) to reflect the
modern UASA format.

8. Implementation Field Guide: 4-Week Mastery Plan

For educators or parents helping students prepare for BM Kertas 2, the following systematic approach is
recommended:

Week 1: Foundations of Syntax

Focus exclusively on the SKOP method. Practice building 20 sentences a day based on random images. Ensure
that the Penerangan (P) component is at least 5-7 words long to demonstrate linguistic maturity.

Week 2: Paragraph Cohesion

Introduce Penanda Wacana (e.g., Seterusnya, Selain itu, Walau bagaimanapun, Oleh hal yang demikian). Practice
linking three isolated sentences into a single, fluid paragraph.

Week 3: Content Deep-Dive

Focus on common UASA/KSSR themes: Environment, Technology, Family Values, and Patriotism. Build a
"Vocabulary Bank" for each theme. For example, under 'Environment’, include terms like ekosistem, kelestarian,



and pencemaran tegar.

Week 4: Simulation and Time Management

Complete full past-year papers under timed conditions. This develops the student's ability to allocate time effectively
—ensuring they do not spend 40 minutes on a 10-mark section and leave no time for the 30-mark essay.

Conclusion

The journey from Year 2 Bina Ayat to Form 4 Analytical Writing is a technical progression that requires
consistent exposure to high-quality linguistic models and rigorous adherence to the Ministry's assessment
frameworks. By utilizing resources like the UASA 2024 series and technical PDF worksheets, students can bridge
the gap between basic literacy and academic excellence. The transition from KSSR to the more integrated UASA
system reflects a global shift toward assessing competency and critical thinking over rote memorization. Ultimately,
success in Bahasa Melayu Kertas 2is achieved when a student can blend the structural rigidity of grammar with
the creative fluidity of personal expression, producing work that is both technically flawless and intellectually
engaging.
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