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In the demanding landscape of heavy machinery, the ignition system serves as the critical gateway between 

stationary potential and operational output. For Bobcat skid steer loaders and compact equipment, the ignition 

architecture has evolved from simple mechanical tumblers to sophisticated electronic control modules that integrate 

security, safety interlocks, and telematics. Understanding the nuances of these systems—ranging from the 

ubiquitous Part No. 6693245to the advanced keyless start interfaces—is essential for fleet managers, heavy

equipment mechanics, and owner-operators who prioritize uptime and equipment security.

The Evolution of Bobcat Ignition Architecture

The trajectory of Bobcat ignition technology reflects the broader industrial shift toward digital integration. Early 

models relied exclusively on physical keys and mechanical switches, such as the 6665606 Ignition Switch, which 

provided a straightforward electrical bridge to the starter solenoid. These systems were robust but lacked granular 

security controls. Modern Bobcat loaders now often feature the Keyless Start System, which utilizes a password-

protected interface to mitigate the risk of theft and unauthorized operation, especially common in high-traffic rental

fleets or unsecured jobsites.

Core Components of the Ignition Circuit

To effectively maintain or repair a Bobcat starting system, one must understand the three primary layers of the

architecture:

•  The Physical Interface: Whether it is a keyed switch like the 6724282 Ignition Switch Kit or a sealed keypad, 

this is the primary input device for operator intent.

•  The Bobcat Interlock Control System (BICS): This is a proprietary safety layer. The ignition circuit does not 

operate in isolation; it communicates with the BICS to ensure that seat bars are lowered and the operator is present 

before allowing the starter to engage.

•  The Power Distribution Logic: This involves the battery, the starter solenoid, and the glow plug relay (for diesel 

engines). The ignition switch manages the timing of pre-heating (glow plugs) and the high-amperage draw required 

for cranking.

Technical Analysis of Ignition Switch Specifications

When sourcing replacement parts, technical precision is paramount. The following table provides a comparative

analysis of the most common ignition components found in the Bobcat catalog, based on model compatibility and

functional requirements.



Part Number Switch Type Primary Compatibility Key Features

6693245 Standard Keyed S-Series, T-Series (Mid-
range)

Heavy-duty contacts, 
weather-sealed boot.

6665606 Legacy Keyed 440, 542, 631, 753, 863, 
873

4-position switch (Off/Acc/
Run/Start).

6724282 Ignition Kit Multi-model Retrofit Includes keys and updated 
wiring pigtail.

Keyless Panel Digital Interface M-Series and R-Series Password protection, 
usage tracking.

Electromechanical Logic and Terminal Mapping

A standard Bobcat ignition switch typically utilizes a 4-position internal logic. Understanding the terminal pinouts is

vital for diagnostic testing with a multimeter. The standard sequence is as follows:

1.  OFF Position: All circuits are open. No continuity between the battery feed (B) and any other terminal.

2.  ACCESSORY Position: Continuity between Battery (B) and Accessory (A). This powers the instrumentation 

and lighting without activating engine electronics.

3.  RUN Position: Continuity between Battery (B), Accessory (A), and Ignition (I). This engages the fuel shut-off 

solenoid and the BICS controller.

4.  START Position: Momentary continuity between Battery (B), Ignition (I), and Starter (S). This sends the 12V 

signal to the starter solenoid to initiate cranking.

The Keyless Start System: Digital Security Protocols

The introduction of the keyless start system represented a significant leap in Bobcat’s technology stack. This 

system eliminates the physical key in favor of a User Code. From a technical standpoint, this system is governed

by the machine's primary Electronic Control Unit (ECU).

Managing User and Master Passwords

Bobcat equipment equipped with keyless start features a tiered access system. The Master Code is the highest 

level of authority, allowing the owner to add, delete, or modify User Codes. For fleet managers, this allows for the

assignment of unique IDs to different operators, facilitating better oversight of machine usage and maintenance

intervals.

If a code is forgotten, the process for a Bobcat Equipment Code Resetinvolves verified ownership and usually

requires the machine’s serial number. This security measure ensures that stolen equipment cannot be easily

bypassed and resold in the secondary market.

Serial Number Identification for Part Compatibility

Because Bobcat often makes mid-generation engineering changes, the Serial Number (S/N) is the only definitive 

way to identify the correct ignition components. For most Bobcat skid steer loaders, the S/N is located on the rear 

frame of the machine, typically near the engine tailgate or on the side of the ROPS (Roll-Over Protective Structure). 

As seen in service manuals for the Bobcat S160 or S300, the S/N identifies the specific wiring harness

configuration used during that production run.



Step-by-Step Installation: Replacing a Mechanical Ignition Switch

Replacing a faulty ignition switch is a standard maintenance task that, if performed correctly, prevents intermittent

power loss and starting failures. Follow this professional protocol:

1. Safety and Preparation

Before beginning, ensure the loader is on a level surface, the bucket is lowered to the ground, and the parking 

brake is engaged. Disconnect the negative battery cableto prevent accidental short-circuits during the removal

of the instrument panel.

2. Accessing the Switch

Depending on the model (e.g., Bobcat 753 vs. S185), you may need to remove the mounting screws for the left-

hand or right-hand steering lever panel. Carefully pull the panel forward to reveal the wiring harness connected to

the back of the ignition switch.

3. Harness Disconnection and Switch Removal

The Bobcat harness usually features a plastic locking connector. Depress the tab and pull the connector straight

back. Remove the mounting nut from the front of the panel (the side facing the operator) and slide the old switch

out from the rear.

4. Installing the New Component

Insert the new switch (e.g., Part No. 6693245) through the mounting hole, ensuring the alignment notch is seated

correctly. Tighten the mounting nut. Reconnect the wiring harness, ensuring a tactile "click" is felt, indicating a

secure connection.

5. Testing and Validation

Reconnect the battery. Perform a functional test of all four switch positions. Ensure the machine starts smoothly 

and that the Traction Lock system engages and disengages as intended when the seat bar is cycled.

Troubleshooting Common Ignition and Starting Failures

Diagnosing a "no-start" condition requires a systematic approach to isolate whether the failure is in the switch, the

battery, the starter, or the safety interlock system.

Failure Mode Analysis (FMA)



Symptom Probable Cause Diagnostic Action

No power to dash when key is turned. Blown main fuse or dead battery. Check the 100A master fuse and 
battery voltage (12.6V).

Dash lights up, but no crank. Safety interlock (BICS) or starter relay. Ensure seat bar is down; check for 
BICS error codes.

Intermittent stalling during operation. Corroded ignition switch contacts. Check for voltage drop across the 
switch while running.

Starter clicks but does not turn. Weak battery or faulty starter solenoid. Load test the battery; check terminal 
cleanliness.

The Role of Service Manuals in Diagnostics

For complex electrical issues, referring to the Bobcat Service Repair Manual (PDF) for your specific model is non-

negotiable. Manuals for models like the 863 or 873provide detailed wiring schematics that allow technicians to

trace the 12V signal from the ignition switch through the various relays and into the engine controller. This prevents

the common mistake of "parts swapping" when the issue may be a simple ground wire failure.

Engineering the Future: Integration with Telematics

The modern Bobcat ignition system is no longer a standalone electrical component; it is an integrated node within

the machine's CAN-bus (Controller Area Network) system. This integration allows for:

•  Remote Start Capabilities: Operators can pre-heat engines in cold climates via mobile apps, ensuring the 

machine is at optimal operating temperature before work begins.

•  Geofencing and Lockouts: If a machine leaves a designated work zone, the ignition can be remotely disabled, 

or a code-reset can be forced, rendering the machine inoperable.

•  Diagnostic Data Logging: The ECU records every ignition cycle, providing data on idle time vs. working time, 

which is critical for calculating Total Cost of Ownership (TCO).

The reliability of a Bobcat skid steer is fundamentally tied to the integrity of its starting circuit. Whether maintaining 

a fleet of legacy 700-series loaders or managing the digital security of the newest R-Series machines, a technical 

understanding of the ignition switch, its part numbers, and its integration with the broader electrical system is 

essential. By adhering to rigorous maintenance schedules, using high-quality parts like the 6693245 switch, and

leveraging the security features of keyless start systems, operators can ensure their equipment remains both

secure and ready for the rigors of the field.

As the industry moves toward further electrification and automation, the role of the traditional ignition switch may

continue to change, transitioning entirely into biometric or proximity-based authentication. However, the underlying

principles of electrical continuity, safety interlocks, and circuit protection will remain the pillars of heavy equipment

engineering. Keeping abreast of these technical developments ensures that your Bobcat equipment remains a

productive asset rather than a maintenance liability.
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