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Maritime scale modeling represents a sophisticated intersection of historical preservation, mechanical engineering, 

and artistic craftsmanship. Among the most revered subjects in this niche is the Banckert Tugboat , specifically the 

1:50 scale iteration produced by Billing Boats (Kit BB516). This model provides a comprehensive entry point for 

hobbyists transitioning from static displays to functional Radio Control (RC)maritime operations. This article

serves as an in-depth technical analysis of the Banckert kit, exploring its historical lineage, structural composition,

and the engineering requirements for successful waterborne deployment.

The Historical Context of the Banckert Tugboat

Before engaging with the physical kit, it is imperative to understand the vessel's operational history. Built in 1965 at 

the N.V. Scheepswerven in Millingen, Holland, the vessel was originally named the Maasbank. It served as a 

quintessential Dutch tugboat, designed for heavy-duty harbor operations and coastal towing. In 1977, the vessel 

was renamed the Banckert, continuing its service under the flag of the Nieuwe Vlissingse Sleepdienst (NVS). The

design reflects mid-20th-century maritime architecture, characterized by a robust displacement hull and a high-

visibility bridge, making it an ideal subject for scale reproduction.

The Engineering Philosophy of Billing Boats

Billing Boats, a Danish company established in 1958, pioneered the use of the "plank-on-frame" method for mass-

market wooden kits. However, for the Banckert (BB516), they adopted a hybrid approach. Recognizing the 

demands of RC enthusiasts, the kit utilizes a pre-formed ABS (Acrylonitrile Butadiene Styrene) hull. This

choice is critical for several reasons:

•  Hydrodynamic Integrity: Unlike wooden hulls that require extensive sealing and fiberglassing to remain 

watertight, an ABS hull is inherently non-porous.

•  Durability: ABS offers superior impact resistance, which is vital when operating in open water where 

submerged debris or dock collisions may occur.

•  Weight Efficiency: The thin, high-strength walls of the ABS hull allow for a lower center of gravity once the 

internal ballast and lead-acid or LiPo batteries are installed.

Technical Specifications and Material Analysis

The Billing Boats Banckert kit is a 1:50 scale representation, which provides a perfect balance between intricate

detail and transportability. Below is a breakdown of the primary technical specifications: 



Metric Specification Technical Implication

Scale 1:50 1cm on model = 50cm on the real 
vessel.

Length 650 mm (25.59") Provides sufficient internal volume for 
dual-motor or high-torque setups.

Height 420 mm (16.54") Includes mast height; requires careful 
ballast management for stability.

Width (Beam) 160 mm (6.3") Determines the transverse stability 
and roll resistance.

Hull Material Vacuum-formed ABS Ensures watertightness and simplifies 
the RC conversion process.

Superstructure Laser-cut Wood (Ramin/Plywood) Allows for precise assembly of the 
deck and cabin components.

Component Breakdown: Fittings and Detail

The BB516 kitis renowned for its comprehensive fittings package. In technical modeling, "fittings" refer to the non-

structural decorative components that define the vessel's realism. The Banckert includes:

•  Brass Components: Propeller shafts, stanchions, and bollards. Brass is preferred for its corrosion resistance 

and ability to take solder.

•  Plastic Moldings: Lifebuoys, vents, and navigational lights.

•  Ramin Mast: A hardwood known for its straight grain and strength-to-weight ratio, preventing warping under 

the tension of the rigging.

•  Rigging Thread: High-tensile cordage for simulating the complex towing and mast lines of a working tug.

Core Mechanics: Converting the Banckert for Radio Control

While the Banckert can be built as a static display model, its design is optimized for RC Capablefunctionality.

Successfully converting the kit requires an understanding of maritime propulsion and electronic integration. The

following sections detail the necessary subsystems.

1. Propulsion and Power Plant

A tugboat requires high torque rather than high speed. For the 1:50 Banckert, a 540-class brushed motor is often 

the standard choice due to its smooth low-end throttle response. For modern enthusiasts, a low-KV brushless 

motor can be used, though it requires a more sophisticated Electronic Speed Controller (ESC).

2. The Drive Train and Sealing

The drive train consists of the motor, a universal coupling, the propeller shaft (stern tube), and the propeller. To 

maintain watertight integrity, the stern tube must be packed with marine-grade waterproof grease. The Banckert

kit typically accommodates a 30mm to 40mm 3-blade brass propeller, which matches the scale and provides the

necessary thrust for displacement-speed maneuvering.

3. Steering Mechanism

The steering is managed by a standard-size high-torque servo connected to the rudder post. Because tugboats rely



on extreme maneuverability, many modelers choose to increase the rudder's throw (angle) beyond the scale

original to allow for tight pivot turns, simulating the use of bow thrusters which were not present on the original

1965 vessel.

4. Ballast and Displacement Calculation

In maritime engineering, the Law of Buoyancy (Archimedes' Principle) states that the weight of the water 

displaced by the hull must equal the total weight of the model. For the Banckert, the "ready-to-run" (RTR) weight 

must be precisely calibrated. If the model is too light, it will sit too high in the water, resulting in poor stability and an 

unrealistic "toy-like" appearance. If too heavy, it risks swamping. Lead weights or birdshot should be placed at the 

lowest possible point in the ABS hull to ensure a low Center of Gravity (CoG).

Step-by-Step Construction Workflow

Building a Billing Boats kit requires a disciplined, multi-phase approach. Rushing the assembly of a wooden

superstructure onto an ABS hull can lead to structural failures or misalignment.

Phase I: Hull Preparation and Drive Train

The first step involves trimming the vacuum-formed ABS hull. Use a sharp hobby knife or specialized shears to 

remove the "flashing" or excess plastic. Following this, the hole for the stern tube must be drilled. Precision is 

paramount here;a misaligned shaft will cause vibration and premature wear on the motor coupling. Once

positioned, the tube should be secured with a two-part epoxy resin, which bonds well to both metal and ABS.

Phase II: Deck and Superstructure Assembly

The Banckert uses laser-cut wood for its deck and cabin. Before gluing, it is advisable to seal the wood with a 

sanding sealer or diluted varnish. This prevents the wood from absorbing moisture from the air or occasional 

splashes during operation. The Ramin mastshould be stepped (installed) into a reinforced base to ensure it can

handle the tension of the rigging without snapping.

Phase III: Painting and Weathering

Authentic tugboat modeling requires a specific color palette. The Banckert typically features a black hull with a red 

anti-fouling bottom, a white superstructure, and a distinctive orange or yellow funnel. Technical Tip:Use acrylic-

based marine paints. For added realism, apply weathering techniques—such as "rust streaks" near the anchor

hawse and "salt fading" on the cabin walls—to reflect its life as a working Dutch vessel.

Phase IV: Electronics Integration

Mount the motor on a custom-built wooden or aluminum motor mount. Ensure the ESC is placed in a ventilated

area, as these components can generate heat during long runs. The receiver should be placed as high as possible

(perhaps inside the cabin) to maximize signal reception and keep it away from any potential bilge water.

Comparison Matrix: Banckert vs. Standard Tug Kits

To understand where the Banckert sits in the market, we can compare it to other common scale tug configurations.



Feature Billing Boats Banckert Standard Wood Tug Kit Ready-to-Run (RTR) 
Plastic Tug

Hull Type ABS (Durable/Watertight) Plank-on-Frame (Complex) Injection Molded (Thin)

Build Time 60-100 Hours 150+ Hours 0 Hours

Customization High (Internal & External) Very High Low

Scale Accuracy Museum Grade Varies by Builder Toy Grade

Skill Level Intermediate Advanced Beginner

Operational Challenges and Troubleshooting

Operating a scale RC ship presents unique challenges compared to land-based RC. Understanding potential failure

modes is essential for long-term enjoyment of the Banckert.

Common Issue: Hull Leaks

Even with an ABS hull, leaks can occur at the rudder post or the stern tube. If water is found in the bilge after a run, 

check the rudder stuffing box. Applying a fresh layer of marine grease usually resolves the issue. If the leak is at

the hull-to-deck joint, ensure the silicone sealant used during assembly hasn't degraded.

Common Issue: Radio Interference

Water can act as a mirror for 2.4GHz radio waves, leading to "signal shadowing" if the model is far away. To

mitigate this, ensure the antenna is mounted vertically. In the Banckert, the antenna can often be hidden inside the

hollow Ramin mast or along the rigging lines to maintain scale appearance without sacrificing signal integrity.

Common Issue: Overheating

Unlike RC cars, boat hulls are sealed environments with no natural airflow. If the 540 motor is pushed too hard 

(e.g., towing a heavier object), it may overheat. Installing a water-cooling coil—a copper tube wrapped around the

motor connected to a small pickup behind the propeller—can provide active cooling and extend the life of the

electronics.

Summary and Strategic Implications

The Billing Boats Banckert 1:50 scale model represents a pinnacle of intermediate maritime modeling. Its hybrid

construction—combining the pragmatic durability of an ABS hull with the traditional aesthetic of a wooden

superstructure—makes it a versatile platform for both static display and functional RC operation. For the technical

modeler, the kit offers a rigorous exercise in displacement calculation, drive-train alignment, and scale fidelity.

Ultimately, the Banckert is more than a kit-to-build; it is a functional piece of maritime history. By following the

engineering principles of proper ballasting, waterproofing, and mechanical alignment, hobbyists can ensure that

their 1:50 scale Dutch tug remains seaworthy for years to come. Whether navigating a calm pond or sitting

prominently on a mantle, the Banckert stands as a testament to the enduring legacy of 20th-century shipbuilding

and the meticulous craft of the modern modeler.
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