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In the domain of secondary language education, the transition from foundational Spanish to intermediate 

competency represents a critical juncture for both instructors and learners. The Avancemos 2 Lección Preliminar

serves as a strategic bridge designed to consolidate previous knowledge while establishing the syntactic and

lexical groundwork necessary for Level 2 success. This article provides an exhaustive technical analysis of the

curriculum, focusing on its linguistic mechanics, pedagogical underpinnings, and instructional strategies.

The Strategic Role of the Preliminary Lesson in Spiral Curricula

The Avancemos series utilizes a spiral curriculum model, an instructional design where key concepts are 

revisited with increasing complexity. The Lección Preliminaris not merely a review; it is a diagnostic and

preparatory phase. It ensures that the learner's schema for Spanish grammar is active and ready for the integration

of more complex tenses, such as the preterite and imperfect, which dominate the Level 2 curriculum.

From a Second Language Acquisition (SLA) perspective, this lesson focuses on pushed output and noticing. 

By revisiting foundational verbs like tener and ir, students are encouraged to notice gaps in their retention from

Level 1, allowing for targeted remediation before the introduction of new thematic units.

The Technical Architecture of the Preliminary Lesson

The lesson's architecture is built upon three primary pillars: High-Frequency Verbs, Descriptive Adjectival 

Agreement, and Interrogative Syntax. Each pillar is essential for the transition from simple sentence construction

to nuanced communication.

Morphosyntactic Analysis: The Verb 'Tener' and Its Multi-Functional Utility

The verb tener (to have) is one of the most versatile lexical items in the Spanish language. In the Avancemos 2 

Lección Preliminar, students move beyond simple possession to understand its idiomatic and auxiliary uses. 

Understanding the irregular 'yo' form (tengo) and the e!’ie stem-change in the second and third persons is crucial for

morphological accuracy.

Technical Breakdown of Tener Conjugations

The following table illustrates the present tense conjugation of tener, highlighting the stem-changing patterns that

often challenge intermediate learners.



Subject Pronoun Verb Form Morphological Classification

Yo Tengo Irregular 1st Person ('G' verb)

Tú Tienes Stem-changing (e!’ie)

Él / Ella / Usted Tiene Stem-changing (e!’ie)

Nosotros / Nosotras Tenemos Regular -er ending (No stem change)

Vosotros / Vosotras Tenéis Regular -er ending (No stem change)

Ellos / Ellas / Ustedes Tienen Stem-changing (e!’ie)

Beyond conjugation, the lesson emphasizes idiomatic expressions (modismos). Unlike English, Spanish uses 

tener to express physical states and age, which requires a shift in the learner's conceptual mapping. Common

expressions reviewed include:

•  Tener que + infinitive: Expressing obligation (e.g., Tengo que estudiar).

•  Tener hambre/sed: Expressing physiological needs.

•  Tener años: Quantifying age.

•  Tener frío/calor: Describing thermal perception.

Adjectival Agreement: The Mechanics of Gender and Number

One of the hallmark features of Spanish syntax is noun-adjective agreement (concordancia). In the Avancemos 2

preliminary phase, students must demonstrate mastery over the four-way agreement system. This requires the

learner to identify the gender (masculine/feminine) and number (singular/plural) of the noun and modify the

adjective suffix accordingly.

The Matrix of Agreement

Proper adjectival placement typically follows the noun in Spanish, a significant shift for native English speakers (L1 

interference). The following matrix demonstrates the inflectional morphology of adjectives such as alto (tall) or bajo

(short).



Noun Category Adjective Ending (Example: 
Pelirrojo)

Syntactic Example

Masculine Singular -o El chico pelirrojo

Feminine Singular -a La chica pelirroja

Masculine Plural -os Los chicos pelirrojos

Feminine Plural -as Las chicas pelirrojas

Technical writing in Spanish requires an understanding of neutral adjectives (e.g., inteligente, joven). These do 

not change for gender but must still agree in number (los estudiantes inteligentes), a common point of error for

learners at this stage.

Spatial Dynamics and the Verb 'Ir'

The ¿Adónde van? section of the curriculum introduces the concept of directional movement. The verb ir (to go) 

is completely irregular in the present tense, necessitating rote memorization and high-frequency practice. 

Furthermore, the contraction of a + el into al is a critical grammatical rule reinforced here.

Conjugation and Prepositional Usage

The verb ir is almost always followed by the preposition a. In technical linguistic terms, this is a phrasal 

construction essential for expressing future intent (Periphrastic Future) or destination.

•  Ir + a + [Destination]: Voy al parque.

•  Ir + a + [Infinitive]: Voy a estudiar. (Near future tense).

The syntax of the question ¿Adónde? (Where to?) is distinct from ¿Dónde? (Where?). The inclusion of the 

preposition awithin the interrogative word itself indicates a destination or goal-oriented movement, a nuance that

distinguishes intermediate proficiency from novice levels.

Pedagogical Strategies: Self-Evaluation and 'I Can' Statements

Modern pedagogical frameworks, such as the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines, emphasize student-centered 

learning. The Avancemos 2 Lección Preliminar utilizes "I can" statements (declaraciones de poder) to foster

metacognitive awareness. This allows students to self-evaluate their progress against specific benchmarks.

Core Learning Objectives (Self-Evaluation Checklist)

1.  Linguistic Competency: I can describe my physical appearance and personality using correct gender-number 

agreement.

2.  Functional Competency: I can use the verb tener to express possession, age, and obligation.

3.  Spatial Competency: I can discuss my destination and activities using the verb ir and appropriate 

contractions.

4.  Interrogative Competency: I can formulate and answer questions regarding my daily routine and environment.

Instructional Implementation: Tools and Gamification

To ensure high levels of engagement and retention, the curriculum integrates various digital and analog tools. 



These tools are designed to facilitate retrieval practice, a proven cognitive science method for long-term memory

consolidation.

•  Quizlet and Flashcards: Digital platforms allow students to practice vocabulary terms like bajo, perezoso, and 

trabajador in a spaced-repetition format.

•  Crossword Puzzles: As noted in the source data, crosswords provide 30 or more clues that require students 

to retrieve vocabulary from memory based on definitions, strengthening the lexical network.

•  Realidades 1 Integration: Using tasks from previous levels (like Realidades 1) provides a sense of familiarity 

and builds confidence, which is vital for reducing the Affective Filter in language learning.

Technical Comparison: Level 1 Review vs. Level 2 Transition

It is important to distinguish the expectations of the Preliminary Lesson from the standard Level 1 content. The

following table highlights the shift in cognitive demand.



Feature Level 1 Expectation (Novice) Lección Preliminar Expectation 
(Intermediate-Mid)

Verb Usage Isolated conjugation of regular verbs. Fluid use of irregular verbs (ir, ser, 
tener) in context.

Adjective Syntax Basic identification of physical traits. Complex agreement including 
exceptions and neutral forms.

Sentence Structure Subject + Verb + Object. Use of compound sentences and 
periphrastic futures.

Vocabulary Range Concrete nouns (school, family). Abstract adjectives and idiomatic 
expressions.

Case Study: Overcoming Common Morphological Errors

In analyzing student performance data during the Lección Preliminar, three common errors emerge. Addressing

these errors through targeted drills is essential for successful progression.

1. The 'Tener' Age Error

Students often apply L1 (English) logic, saying *"Soy 15 años"* instead of *"Tengo 15 años"*. The instructional 

solution involves contrastive analysis, explicitly teaching the difference between "being" a state (Ser/Estar) and

"having" a state (Tener).

2. Lack of Pluralization in Noun-Adjective Pairs

Learners often pluralize the noun but forget the adjective (e.g., *"Los chicos alto"*). This is a failure of 

morphological monitoring. Teachers should implement "Peer Editing" sessions where students specifically audit 

for -s or -es endings on adjectives.

3. Confusion between 'Ir' and 'Ser' in the Preterite (Future Context)

While the Preliminary lesson focuses on the present, students often begin to confuse the irregular forms. Clear 

distinction via contextualized storytellinghelps solidify the present tense forms of *ir* (voy, vas, va) before the

complexities of the past tense are introduced in Unidad 1.

Implementation Guide for Educators

To maximize the effectiveness of the Avancemos 2 Lección Preliminar, the following field guide provides a

structured approach to lesson planning:

Phase 1: Diagnostic Assessment

Begin with a non-graded "I Can" survey. This identifies which students have significant gaps in their Level 1

knowledge. Use the results to create heterogeneous groups for collaborative review.

Phase 2: Targeted Lexical Expansion

Use the crossword puzzles and Quizlet sets mentioned in the data to refresh vocabulary. Focus on the adjectives 

mentioned in the descriptions (alto, bajo, pelirrojo) and expand to include personality traits (simpático, serio).

Phase 3: Syntactic Practice



Implement activity 7 and 8 from page 9 of the curriculum. This requires students to engage in dialogue, moving 

from receptive language to productive language. The question-and-answer format is vital for mastering the 

¿Adónde? and ¿Qué? structures.

Phase 4: Summative Self-Evaluation

Conclude the unit with the self-evaluation tool mentioned in the data. Students should reflect on their ability to meet

the learning objectives. This metacognitive step ensures they are psychologically and cognitively prepared for the

rigorous content of Unit 1.

By treating the Lección Preliminar as a rigorous foundational phase rather than a perfunctory review, educators 

can significantly reduce learner attrition and improve linguistic outcomes. The mastery of tener, ir, and adjectival

agreement provides students with the linguistic scaffolding required to express complex ideas, describe their world,

and eventually achieve fluency in the Spanish language. As they move forward, the strength of this foundation will

determine their ability to navigate the complexities of Spanish morphology and syntax in the units to come.
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