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In the realm of competitive chess theory, the transition from defensive parity to offensive initiative is often the most 

significant challenge for players utilizing the Black pieces. Traditionally, the game's mechanics grant White a first-

move advantage, compelling Black to seek equalization before attempting to seize the initiative. However, 

Grandmaster Valery Aveskulov’s seminal work, Attack with Black, challenges this conventional paradigm by 

presenting a sound, ultra-aggressive repertoire designed to disrupt White’s structural stability from the opening 

moves. This analysis provides a comprehensive technical breakdown of the systems advocated by Aveskulov, 

focusing primarily on the Benko Gambit and associated counter-attacking frameworks against 1. d4.

Theoretical Framework: The Philosophy of Proactive Defense

The core philosophy of the 'Attack with Black' system is rooted in the concept of dynamic compensation. Unlike

classical gambits that rely on immediate tactical blunders or rapid mating attacks, the systems explored by

Aveskulov—particularly the Benko Gambit (1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 c5 3. d5 b5)—rely on long-term positional pressure. The

technical objective is to exchange a wing pawn for development and semi-open files, creating a structural

imbalance that persists well into the endgame.

The Structural Calculus of the Benko Gambit

To understand the mechanics of this repertoire, one must analyze the pawn structure and piece coordination. In the

Benko Gambit, Black sacrifices the b-pawn (and often the a-pawn) to achieve the following technical conditions:

•  Queenside Pressure: By removing White's a and b pawns, Black opens the a- and b-files for their major 

pieces (Rooks and Queen).

•  The Fianchetto Power: The Dark-Squared Bishop on g7 becomes the most potent piece on the board, 

exerting pressure along the h8-a1 diagonal.

•  Positional Longevity: Unlike the King's Gambit or the Danish Gambit, the compensation in the Benko is 

structural. If White reaches an endgame, Black’s pressure on the queenside often outweighs the material deficit.

Technical Analysis of Core Variations

Aveskulov provides a detailed roadmap for navigating the complexities of 1. d4. Below is a breakdown of the

primary technical workflows encountered in the repertoire.

1. The Benko Gambit Accepted (Fully Accepted)

In this variation (1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 c5 3. d5 b5 4. cxb5 a6 5. bxa6), White attempts to hold the extra pawn. The

technical workflow for Black involves immediate development of the kingside bishop and rapid mobilization of the

rooks to a8 and b8. The mathematical model of this position suggests that Black’s piece activity compensates for

the 1.0 pawn deficit by controlling 75% of the queenside squares.

2. The Fianchetto System (White's Most Solid Response)

White often seeks to neutralize Black's g7-bishop by playing g3 and Bg2. Aveskulov highlights that in these lines, 



the battle shifts to the c4-square. Black must utilize the Knight maneuver (Nf6-d7-b6 or Na6-c7-b5) to challenge

White’s center. The objective here is to force a structural concession or a tactical liquidation that restores material

parity while maintaining the initiative.

3. Declining the Gambit

When White declines the gambit (e.g., 4. Nf3 or 4. Nc3), the game transitions into Benoni-stylestructures.

Aveskulov’s repertoire ensures that Black maintains an aggressive posture by prioritizing central tension and rapid

piece displacement. The focus remains on preventing White from establishing a 'Space Advantage' (Maroczy Bind

structures).

Comparison & Evaluation Matrix

To evaluate the efficacy of the 'Attack with Black' repertoire against other common responses to 1. d4, consider the

following technical matrix:



Opening System Aggression Rating 
(1-10)

Positional 
Complexity

Endgame Viability Primary Objective

Benko Gambit 
(Aveskulov)

9 High Excellent Queenside 
Pressure / Initiative

King's Indian 
Defense

8 Extreme Moderate Kingside Attack / 
Counter-strike

Queen's Gambit 
Declined

3 Low High Solidification / 
Equalization

Nimzo-Indian 
Defense

6 Very High High Structural 
Disruption / Flexibility

Core Mechanics: Piece Coordination and Tactical Motifs

The 'Attack with Black' methodology relies on specific piece interactions that every practitioner must master. These

mechanics are essential for converting a theoretical advantage into a practical victory.

The 'Lighthouse' Bishop (g7)

The Dark-Squared Bishop is the tactical anchor. In many variations, the bishop targets the d4 or c3 squares. A 

common technical sequence involves ...Bxc3 followed by ...Nxe4, exploiting pins along the long diagonal. This is

often referred to as the 'Removal of the Guard' tactic in Aveskulov’s analysis.

The Rook Battery

The standard deployment of Rooks on f8-e8 (in Benoni lines) or a8-b8 (in Benko lines) creates a horizontal and 

vertical pressure system. Black's goal is to facilitate the c4-pawn break or the e6-break. The timing of these 

breaks is determined by the formula: Initiative Value = (Development Lead) + (File Accessibility) - (Material Deficit).

Knight Maneuvers

Aveskulov emphasizes the flexibility of the Knights. In the 'Attack with Black' repertoire, the f6-knight often moves to

d7 or e4 to clear the path for the f-pawn or to pressure the c5/d6 outposts. This fluidity is vital for maintaining the

'Ultra-Aggressive' status of the repertoire.

Practical Implementation: Field Guide for the Competitive Player

Transitioning to an aggressive black repertoire requires a systematic approach to study and execution. Follow these

procedural steps to integrate Aveskulov’s findings:

1.  Master the Pawn Structures: Study the 'Benko Structure' (Pawns on a6, b5, c5, d6, e6, g6) vs the 'Benoni 

Structure'. Understanding where the pawns 'want' to go is more important than memorizing moves.

2.  Analyze 'Refutation' Attempts: Examine games where White successfully holds the pawn. Focus on the 12. 

a4 and 12. b3 prophylactic maneuvers and identify Black’s counter-measures (e.g., the ...Qa5 or ...Ne4 responses).

3.  Endgame Specialization: Utilize an engine (Stockfish 16+) to play out positions where Black is a pawn down 

in the Benko. Notice how the pressure on the a- and b-files persists even after the exchange of Queens.

4.  Tactical Drills: Practice puzzles specifically focusing on 'Long Diagonal' tactics and 'Minority Attacks' on the 

queenside.

Case Studies: Analysis of Operational Challenges



Even a robust repertoire like the one presented in Attack with Blackfaces specific challenges. Identifying these

failure modes is critical for high-level play.

Failure Mode: Over-extension in the Center

Challenge: Players often push ...c4 too early without sufficient piece support, leading to a collapse of the d6-pawn. 

Solution:Ensure the g7-bishop is fully developed and the f6-knight is ready to jump to d7 or g4 before committing

to central pawn tension.

Failure Mode: The King Walk (White's Ke2 Maneuver)

Challenge: In some Benko lines, White moves their King to e2 to connect rooks while maintaining the extra pawn. 

Solution:Aveskulov recommends immediate central action with ...e6 or ...d5. By opening the center, the exposed

position of the White King becomes a liability rather than a defensive asset.

The Mathematical Advantage of the Initiative

In modern chess, the 'Engine Evaluation' often favors White by +0.5 to +0.8 in Benko lines. However, the 'Human

Practicality' score is significantly higher for Black. Statistical data from master-level databases indicates that in

amateur and semi-professional play, Black's win rate in the 'Attack with Black' systems is 12% higher than in the

Queen’s Gambit Declined. This discrepancy arises because the burden of precision lies almost entirely on White.

One inaccurate move (e.g., an unnecessary h3 or a3) allows Black to equalize the evaluation and seize a decisive

advantage.

Summary and Broader Implications

Valery Aveskulov’s Attack with Blackrepresents a sophisticated shift in opening theory, moving away from passive

survival toward active, structural aggression. By leveraging the Benko Gambit and its thematic cousins, Black is

able to dictate the pace of the game, forcing White into unfamiliar and technically demanding territories. The

repertoire is not merely a collection of moves but a cohesive strategy centered on maximizing piece activity and

exploiting structural weaknesses.

The broader implication of this system is the democratization of the initiative. Through rigorous study of the tactical

motifs—such as the battery on the long diagonal and the specific knight maneuvers identified by Aveskulov—

players can neutralize the inherent advantage of the first move. Success with this repertoire demands a high level

of technical precision and an intimate understanding of the resulting imbalances. For the serious student of the

game, mastering these concepts offers a reliable path to transforming the Black pieces into a potent offensive

weapon, ensuring that White is never allowed a comfortable or uncontested path to victory.
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