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The industrial landscape relies heavily on the consistent delivery of high-quality compressed air. Among the most

versatile and resilient machines in this sector is the Atlas Copco XA(S) 186 series. These portable, oil-injected

rotary screw compressors are engineered to meet the demands of construction, mining, and heavy industry. This

comprehensive guide provides an in-depth analysis of the XAS 186, XAHS 186, and related models, focusing on

technical architecture, maintenance protocols, safety systems, and operational optimization.

Understanding the Architecture of the XA(S) 186 Series

The Atlas Copco XAS 186 Dd belongs to a class of single-stage, oil-injected rotary screw compressors. The "Dd"

designation typically signifies a Diesel-driven unit powered by a Deutz engine, a hallmark of reliability in portable

power. The core of the machine is the compressor element, where air is drawn in, mixed with cooling oil, and

compressed between two intermeshing rotors.

The Rotary Screw Principle

The compression process in the XAS 186 involves two asymmetrical rotors: the male (driver) and the female

(driven). As these rotors rotate, the volume between them and the housing decreases, compressing the air-oil

mixture. This method is preferred for portable units due to its continuous flow and minimal vibration compared to

reciprocating pistons. The oil serves three primary functions:

•  Cooling: It absorbs the heat generated during the compression process.

•  Sealing: It prevents air leakage back to the intake by creating a film between the rotors.

•  Lubrication: It reduces friction and wear on the moving components.

Deutz Engine Integration

The XAS 186 Dd is powered by a liquid-cooled Deutz diesel engine. These engines are specifically tuned for the

variable loads associated with air compression. The integration involves a sophisticated control system that adjusts

the engine speed (RPM) and the compressor inlet valve (unloader) simultaneously to match the air demand,

thereby optimizing fuel efficiency and reducing mechanical stress.

Technical Specifications and Model Variations

The 186 series is part of a broader family of compressors including the XATS 156, XAHS 146, and XAVS 136.

These models often share a common chassis and engine platform but are configured for different pressure and

flow outputs (Free Air Delivery - FAD).

Performance Matrix Comparison



Model Parameter XAS 186 Dd XATS 156 Dd XAHS 146 Dd XAVS 136 Dd

Normal Working 
Pressure (bar/psi)

7 / 102 10.3 / 150 12 / 175 14 / 203

Free Air Delivery (m³/
min / cfm)

11.1 / 392 9.8 / 346 8.8 / 311 8.1 / 286

Engine Model 
(Deutz)

TCD 2012 L04 TCD 2012 L04 TCD 2012 L04 TCD 2012 L04

Fuel Tank Capacity 
(L)

175 175 175 175

As illustrated, the XAS 186 is the high-flow variant of this frame size, delivering approximately 392 CFM at standard

pressure, making it ideal for multi-tool pneumatic applications or large sandblasting operations.

Core Mechanical Components and Fluid Dynamics

Effective operation of the XAS 186 requires a detailed understanding of its internal fluid and air circuits. The system

is designed to maintain a delicate balance between pressure, temperature, and lubrication.

The Oil Circuit and PAROIL Selection

The lubricant is the lifeblood of the compressor. Atlas Copco specifies the use of PAROIL, a high-performance oil

designed specifically for the high-temperature and high-shear environment of a rotary screw element. The oil circuit

includes:

1.  Oil Separator Tank: Where the majority of the oil is separated from the air via centrifugal force.

2.  Oil Cooler: A heat exchanger (typically air-cooled) that lowers the oil temperature before it is re-injected.

3.  Oil Filter: Removes particulate matter to protect the precision-machined rotors.

4.  Thermostatic Bypass Valve: Ensures the oil reaches operating temperature quickly by bypassing the cooler 

during cold starts, preventing condensation in the oil circuit.

For the engine side, SAE 15W40oil is the standard requirement, ensuring the Deutz engine remains lubricated

under heavy duty cycles. Mixing non-compatible oils can lead to varnishing or sludge formation, which can cause

catastrophic element failure.

Air Filtration and Inlet Control

In dusty environments (mining/construction), the air intake system is critical. The XAS 186 features a heavy-duty,

two-stage air filter. The unloader valve, located at the air intake, regulates the amount of air entering the

compressor based on the system pressure. When the pressure reaches the maximum setpoint, the unloader valve

closes, and the engine drops to idle speed to conserve fuel.

Safety Protocols and Monitoring Systems

Operating high-pressure machinery involves inherent risks. The Atlas Copco instruction manual emphasizes

several critical safety devices that must be tested regularly to ensure operational integrity.

Integrated Safety Devices

•  High Discharge Temperature Shutdown: A sensor located at the compressor element outlet will shut down the 



engine if the air-oil temperature exceeds safety limits (typically around 120°C).

•  Pressure Relief Valve: A mechanical valve on the separator tank that opens if the internal pressure exceeds 

the rated limit (e.g., 10-15% above working pressure).

•  Engine Protection: Low oil pressure and high coolant temperature sensors prevent engine damage.

•  Emergency Stop: A manually operated button that immediately halts all operations.

Battery and Electrical Safety

The electrical system, usually 24V in larger units, requires careful handling. Maintenance personnel must read the

instruction manual before working on the battery. Batteries emit explosive hydrogen gas during charging; thus,

sparks or open flames near the battery compartment must be strictly avoided. Always disconnect the negative

(ground) cable first when performing electrical repairs.

Maintenance Schedule and Service Paks

To guarantee years of trouble-free operation, adherence to the manufacturer’s maintenance schedule is mandatory. 

Atlas Copco provides Service Paks and Service Kits containing all necessary OEM parts for specific intervals.

Routine Maintenance Checklist



Interval Component Action Required

Daily Fluid levels (Oil/Coolant) Check and top up if necessary. Check 
for leaks.

Daily Air Filter Dust Collector Empty dust trap. Check vacuum 
indicator.

Every 500 Hours Engine Oil & Filter Replace with SAE 15W40 and OEM 
filter.

Every 500 Hours Fuel Filters Replace primary and secondary filters 
to protect injectors.

Every 1,000 Hours Compressor Oil & Filter Replace PAROIL and oil filter.

Every 1,000 Hours Separator Element Replace internal separator element to 
prevent oil carry-over.

Annually Safety Valves Test for proper opening pressure and 
resealing.

Using non-OEM filters can result in higher pressure drops and inferior filtration, which directly affects the Specific 

Energy Requirement (SER) of the unit, leading to higher fuel consumption.

Mathematical Models in Air Compression

Understanding the physics of the XAS 186 helps operators optimize site performance. The relationship between

pressure, volume, and temperature is governed by the Ideal Gas Law and the principles of polytropic compression.

Compression Ratio Calculation

The compression ratio (;R’�—2�FVf–æVB��3 

;R�Ò�…�öF—60harge + P_ambient) / P_ambient

For an XAS 186 operating at 7 bar at sea level (1 bar ambient):
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Altitude Correction for Free Air Delivery (FAD)

FAD is highly dependent on ambient air density. As altitude increases, the ambient pressure decreases, reducing

the mass of air entering the compressor. For every 1,000 meters above sea level, a compressor typically loses

approximately 3-5% of its FAD unless it is a multi-stage or turbo-compensated unit. When deploying the XAS 186 in

high-altitude mining sites, technicians must adjust the engine speed and unloader settings to compensate for the

lower air density.

Troubleshooting and Diagnostic Solutions

Operational challenges are inevitable in harsh field conditions. A systematic approach to troubleshooting can

minimize downtime.

Problem: High Discharge Temperature



If the unit shuts down due to high temperature, the following steps should be taken:

1.  Check Oil Level: Low oil levels result in insufficient cooling capacity.

2.  Inspect Oil Cooler: Dust and debris often clog the external fins. Clean with compressed air or a pressure 

washer (carefully).

3.  Test Thermostatic Valve: If the valve is stuck closed, oil will not flow through the cooler.

4.  Analyze Oil Quality: Degraded oil loses its heat transfer properties. Check the last service date.

Problem: Excessive Oil in Compressed Air (Oil Carry-over)

If oil is appearing at the air outlets, the culprit is usually the Separator Element. This component is designed to 

coalesce oil mist into droplets. If the element is ruptured or saturated, oil will pass into the discharge line. Another 

common cause is the Minimum Pressure Valve (MPV). The MPV ensures the tank maintains enough pressure to

drive the oil through the lubrication circuit. If the MPV fails and stays open, the high air velocity at low tank

pressures can "strip" oil from the separator.

Field Guide: Practical Implementation and Integration

When deploying an Atlas Copco XAS 186 on-site, certain best practices ensure safety and efficiency. Integration

with pneumatic tools or piping systems requires careful planning.

Site Setup and Leveling

The compressor should be placed on a level surface. While the XAS 186 is designed for rugged terrain, an

excessive tilt (more than 15 degrees) can interfere with the oil circulation and the engine lubrication system,

potentially leading to dry-run conditions in the element or engine crankcase.

Hose and Piping Sizing

Pressure drop is the enemy of efficiency. Using a hose that is too small for the 392 CFM flow of the XAS 186 will

result in significant energy loss. The pressure drop (9E�• can be calculated using the Darcy-Weisbach equation, but

for field use, a simple rule of thumb is to ensure the hose diameter matches the discharge valve size (typically 1.5

inches for the main outlet) and minimize the length of the run.

The Importance of the Manual

As stated in the Atlas Copco documentation, "Always keep the manual available near the machine." The manual

contains specific torque settings, wiring diagrams, and flow charts that are unique to the serial number range of the

unit. Relying on generic information for a high-performance machine like the XAHS 186 Dd can lead to

maintenance errors.

Synthesizing Operational Excellence

The Atlas Copco XAS 186 series represents a pinnacle of portable air technology. Its design balances the raw

power of the Deutz engine with the precision of the rotary screw element. However, the longevity of this machine is

not merely a product of its engineering but a result of meticulous maintenance and operational discipline. By

understanding the mechanical principles of oil-injected compression, adhering to the specified service intervals

using OEM parts like PAROIL, and monitoring safety systems, operators can ensure their equipment delivers peak

performance for decades.

The transition from a standard XAS 186 (7 bar) to a high-pressure XAHS 186 (12 bar) requires only a shift in

operational parameters and internal component ratings, demonstrating the flexibility of the Atlas Copco platform.



Whether it is used for powering pneumatic breakers, sandblasting, or supporting large-scale industrial processes,

the XAS 186 remains a fundamental tool in the modern industrial arsenal. Continuous education and reference to

the official instruction manual remain the best strategies for maximizing the Return on Investment (ROI) and

ensuring the safety of all personnel on-site.
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