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The Evolution of Ultra-Mobile Computing: The ASUS Eee PC 1000H Legacy

In the late 2000s, the computing landscape underwent a seismic shift with the introduction of the netbook. Leading 

this revolution was the ASUS Eee PC 1000H, a device that balanced portability with a more usable form factor than 

its predecessors, like the original 701 series. The 1000H was designed as a high-end netbook, featuring a 10-inch 

display, a spacious keyboard, and a mechanical hard drive, making it a favorite for mobile professionals and 

students alike. Today, the 1000H remains a subject of intense interest for retro-computing enthusiasts, hardware 

hackers, and technicians who specialize in legacy electronics repair. Understanding its internal architecture, 

specifically the MB REV 1.3G motherboardand its associated schematics, is essential for maintaining these

devices in the modern era.

This technical analysis delves into the hardware specifics, software variations (ranging from Windows XP to

localized Linux distributions), and the critical maintenance procedures required to keep the Eee PC 1000H

operational. By examining the service manuals and technical documents provided by ASUS, we can reconstruct

the engineering logic that allowed this 1.6GHz Intel Atom machine to dominate the market for several years.

Hardware Architecture and Component Analysis

The core of the ASUS Eee PC 1000H is built around the Intel Diamondville platform. Unlike modern integrated

SoCs (System on a Chip), the 1000H utilizes a classic three-chip architecture consisting of the CPU, the

Northbridge, and the Southbridge. This modularity, while less power-efficient than modern standards, provides a

fascinating look into early low-power mobile engineering.

The Intel Atom N270 Processor

At the heart of the machine is the Intel Atom N270. This processor was manufactured using a 45nm process and 

features a single core with Hyper-Threading technology, allowing it to handle two threads simultaneously.

Operating at a clock speed of 1.6 GHz with a 533 MHz Front Side Bus (FSB), the N270 was optimized for a

Thermal Design Power (TDP) of only 2.5 Watts. This low TDP was the primary reason the 1000H could maintain

relatively long battery life and operate with a compact cooling solution.

Chipset and Memory Interconnects

The motherboard, specifically versions such as the REV 1.3G, employs the Intel 945GSE Express Chipset. This

chipset consists of two primary components:

•  82945GSE Graphics and Memory Controller Hub (GMCH): This acts as the Northbridge, managing the 

interface between the CPU, the DDR2 memory, and the integrated Graphics Media Accelerator (GMA) 950. It 

supports up to 2GB of DDR2 400/533 MHz RAM, although many units shipped with 1GB.

•  82801GBM I/O Controller Hub (ICH7-M): This serves as the Southbridge, handling peripheral connectivity 

such as SATA for the hard drive, USB 2.0 ports, High Definition Audio, and PCI Express lanes for the Wi-Fi and 

Ethernet controllers.



Display and Visual Output

The 1000H features a 10.2-inch LED-backlit TFT LCD with a native resolution of 1024x600 pixels. The use of LED 

backlighting was a significant upgrade at the time, offering better brightness and energy efficiency compared to the 

CCFL tubes used in older laptops. The Intel GMA 950integrated graphics provides basic 3D acceleration,

sufficient for the Windows Aero interface (though usually disabled for performance) and standard-definition video

playback.

Technical Schematic Deep Dive: MB REV 1.3G

For technicians, the ASUS Eee PC 1000H MB REV 1.3G PDFis the definitive resource for board-level repair. A

schematic diagram provides a roadmap of the electrical connections on the PCB. The block diagram for the

1000H_MB motherboard reveals several critical sub-systems:

Power Distribution Rail

The power management system must convert the 12V or 19V DC input from the power adapter into several lower 

voltages: +5V, +3.3V, +1.8V (for RAM), and the VCore for the CPU (typically around 0.9V to 1.1V). Understanding 

these rails is crucial when diagnosing a "no power" state. Common failure points include the DC-in jackand the

initial MOSFETs that switch between battery and AC power.

Clock Generation

A central clock generator IC produces the various frequencies required by the system components. The 533 MHz

FSB, the 33 MHz PCI clock, and the 48 MHz USB clock must all be precisely synchronized. If the crystal oscillator

or the clock generator fails, the system will appear to have power (LEDs on) but will fail to POST (Power-On Self-

Test).

Comparison of Eee PC 1000H Variants and Specifications

The Eee PC 1000 series had several iterations. The following table compares the 1000H with its immediate siblings

to highlight its specific market positioning.



Feature Eee PC 1000 Eee PC 1000H Eee PC 1000HE

Storage Type Solid State Drive (SSD) Hard Disk Drive (HDD) Hard Disk Drive (HDD)

CPU Intel Atom N270 Intel Atom N270 Intel Atom N280

Battery Life Approx. 3-5 Hours Approx. 4-6 Hours Approx. 7-9.5 Hours

Keyboard Style Standard Tight-Fit Standard Tight-Fit Chiclet (Island-style)

Chipset Intel 945GSE Intel 945GSE Intel GN40

Operating System Ecosystem: Windows vs. Linux

ASUS marketed the 1000H in two primary software configurations: Windows XP Home Edition and a custom 

Xandros-based Linuxdistribution. The availability of diverse manuals (Brazilian Portuguese, Simplified Chinese)

indicates the global reach of these machines.

The Windows XP Experience

The Windows XP version (often referred to as the Eee PC 1000H XP) was tailored for users who required

compatibility with standard office software and specialized Windows drivers. ASUS provided a set of "ACPI Drivers"

and the "Eee Super Hybrid Engine" (SHE). SHE allowed users to toggle between Power Saving, High Performance,

and Super Performance modes, dynamically adjusting the CPU FSB to either save battery or provide a slight

overclock.

The Linux/Open Source Alternative

The Eee PC 1000H/Linux variants offered a simplified tabbed interface, optimized for the 1024x600 resolution. 

This version was particularly popular in educational sectors. Today, many users install lightweight modern Linux 

distributions like Lubuntu, Antix, or Puppy Linuxto maintain security and software compatibility, as Windows XP

is no longer supported.

Step-by-Step Disassembly and Maintenance Guide

To perform repairs such as RAM upgrades, hard drive replacement, or cleaning the cooling fan, one must follow a 

specific disassembly protocol. The Disassembly Asus EEE PC 1000H BLK076Xprocedure is a common

requirement for service centers.

Required Tools

•  Precision Phillips #0 and #00 screwdrivers.

•  Plastic spudger or prying tool.

•  Anti-static wrist strap.

•  Compressed air for cleaning.

The Disassembly Process

1.  Power Down and Battery Removal: Ensure the device is unplugged. Slide the battery locks and remove the 6-

cell battery pack.

2.  Accessing the Service Hatch: On the bottom of the device, there is a large panel held by two screws. 

Removing this grants immediate access to the 2.5-inch SATA HDD, the single DDR2 SO-DIMM slot, and the Wi-Fi 



card (Mini PCIe).

3.  Keyboard Removal: To reach the motherboard, the keyboard must be popped out. There are three small 

spring-loaded tabs at the top of the keyboard (near the Esc, F6, and Pause/Break keys). Depress these and 

carefully lift the keyboard, being mindful of the delicate ribbon cable underneath.

4.  Top Cover Separation: After removing the screws hidden under the keyboard and the remaining screws on 

the bottom casing, the palm rest assembly can be pried apart from the base.

5.  Thermal Maintenance: Once the motherboard is exposed, the small heatsink over the Atom N270 and the 

945GSE chipset can be removed. Replacing the 15-year-old thermal paste with high-quality compound is the single 

best way to improve system stability and reduce fan noise.

Troubleshooting Common Failure Modes

Even though the 1000H is robustly built, specific issues frequently arise due to aging components. Professional

maintenance often focuses on these three areas:

1. BIOS Corruption and CMOS Failure

If the device fails to boot or loses the system time, the CR2032 CMOS battery (often wrapped in heat-shrink tubing 

and connected via a 2-pin header) likely needs replacement. In cases of BIOS corruption, the "ASUS EZ Flash" 

utility can be used via a FAT-formatted USB drive to re-flash the firmware. The Eee PC 1000H Biosfiles are still

archived on various support mirrors.

2. HDD Mechanical Failure

The 80GB or 160GB mechanical drives originally shipped with the 1000H are prone to failure after a decade of use. 

Replacing these with a SATA Solid State Drive (SSD)is a highly recommended upgrade. Even though the SATA

interface on the 1000H is limited to SATA I (1.5Gbps) or SATA II (3Gbps) speeds, the near-instant access times of

an SSD make the netbook feel significantly faster.

3. Hinge and Chassis Stress

The plastic used in netbooks can become brittle over time. The display hinges are anchored into plastic mounts

that may crack. Technicians often use epoxy or specialized reinforcement to repair these mounts during a total

disassembly.

Advanced Engineering Concepts: The Super Hybrid Engine (SHE)

One of the more unique technical aspects of the 1000H was the software-hardware integration of the Super 

Hybrid Engine. From a technical standpoint, SHE works by communicating with the Embedded Controller (EC) on

the motherboard. The EC can adjust the Voltage Regulator Module (VRM) to change the VCore voltage and

simultaneously signal the clock generator to alter the FSB frequency.

•  Power Saving Mode: Underclocks the CPU to ~600MHz-800MHz and lowers voltage to conserve battery.

•  High Performance Mode: Runs the CPU at its native 1.6GHz.

•  Super Performance Mode: Overclocks the FSB, bringing the N270 to approximately 1.7GHz to 1.8GHz, 

providing a boost for web browsing or video decoding.

Field Guide for Technical Support and Documentation

Maintaining a fleet of these devices or a single unit requires access to the correct documentation. ASUS provided 

localized manuals to ensure proper usage and safety standards across different regions. For example, the 

Brazilian Portuguese Edition (BP4108) and the Simplified Chinese Edition (C4166)contain specific regulatory



information and localized keyboard layouts.

Technical support for the 1000H now largely resides in community forums and archive sites. Registering the

product on the official ASUS portal still allows users to check warranty history and download the final versions of

drivers for Windows XP and Windows 7 (which the 1000H can run with 2GB of RAM).

Legacy Value and Future Outlook

The ASUS Eee PC 1000H represents a specific era of computing where portability was the primary driver of 

innovation. While it cannot compete with modern tablets or Ultrabooks in terms of raw power, its modular design 

and the availability of deep technical documentation (like the MB REV 1.3G schematic) make it an ideal platform

for learning about computer architecture and electronics repair. Whether it is being repurposed as a distraction-free

writing tool, a lightweight server, or a retro gaming machine for DOSBox, the 1000H remains a testament to the

durability of ASUS engineering.

By understanding the nuances of its Intel Atom architecture, the specifics of its power delivery systems, and the

procedural requirements for its maintenance, users can ensure that this classic piece of netbook history continues

to function for years to come. The intersection of hardware schematics, localized support manuals, and community-

driven knowledge creates a robust ecosystem for the continued life of the Eee PC 1000H.
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