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In the high-stakes environment of aerospace engineering, the margin for error is non-existent. The structural 

integrity and operational reliability of an aircraft depend not only on the quality of its components but also on the 

consistency and precision of the maintenance procedures applied to them. This is where Standard Practices (SP)

come into play. Standard practices represent a centralized repository of approved methods, techniques, and

procedures that are universal across various aircraft types or specific to a manufacturer’s fleet. By establishing a

baseline for tasks such as fastening, safetying, wiring, and fluid line installation, these standards ensure that every

technician, regardless of location, achieves the same level of airworthiness.

Understanding the Regulatory Landscape of Standard Practices

Standard practices in aviation maintenance are governed by a hierarchy of regulatory documents and manufacturer-

specific manuals. For practitioners in the United States and those following Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 

protocols, the primary reference is AC 43.13-1B: Acceptable Methods, Techniques, and Practices - Aircraft 

Inspection and Repair. This Advisory Circular (AC) serves as the 'bible' for general maintenance when a 

manufacturer’s manual does not provide specific instructions. However, it is crucial to distinguish between 

Acceptable Data and Approved Data. While AC 43.13-1B provides acceptable methods, a manufacturer’s Aircraft

Maintenance Manual (AMM) or a Supplemental Type Certificate (STC) usually contains approved data that takes

precedence over general advisory circulars.

The Role of ATA Chapters 20 and 70

The Air Transport Association (ATA) Spec 100 and the subsequent iSpec 2200 standards provide a standardized 

numbering system for all commercial aircraft documentation. Within this framework, ATA Chapter 20 (Standard 

Practices – Airframe) and ATA Chapter 70(Standard Practices – Engine) are the most critical for general

technicians. These chapters house procedures that are reused across multiple systems, such as how to apply

torque to a bolt, how to install a Helicoil insert, or the correct method for safety-wiring a turnbuckle. By segregating

these common tasks into specific 'Standard Practice' chapters, manufacturers like Honeywell, Textron, and Boeing

avoid redundant instructions throughout the rest of the manual, streamlining the technical data for the end-user.

Core Theoretical Framework: The Physics of Fastening and Safetying

At the heart of standard practices lies the science of mechanical fasteners. Maintenance is essentially the 

management of joints—ensuring that components remain connected under extreme vibration, thermal expansion, 

and cyclical loading. The technical execution of standard practices requires an understanding of Preload and 

Clamping Force.

Mathematical Principles of Torque

The application of torque is perhaps the most frequent standard practice performed. Torque (T) is defined by the 

formula: T = K × D × FWhere:T = Torque (usually in inch-pounds or foot-pounds).K = Friction factor (nut factor), 



which varies based on lubrication (dry vs. oiled).D = Nominal diameter of the fastener.F= Desired clamping force

(preload).

A critical technical standard in aircraft maintenance is the Torque-Tension Relationship. Technicians must 

understand that up to 90% of applied torque is used to overcome friction under the bolt head and in the threads, 

leaving only 10% to create the actual clamping force. Standard practice manuals, such as the Honeywell Standard 

Practices Manual, provide specific conversion tables and correction factors when using thread lubricants or anti-

seize compounds, as these significantly reduce the friction factor (K), potentially leading to over-tensioning and

fastener failure if not adjusted.

Technical Analysis of Core Standard Practice Mechanics

Standard practices are not merely suggestions; they are codified engineering workflows. Below, we analyze three

pillars of standard maintenance: Safetying, Fluid Lines, and Electrical Interconnect Systems.

1. Safetying and Locking Mechanisms

The primary purpose of safetying is to prevent the loosening of fasteners due to vibration. The most common 

method is Lockwiring (Safety Wire). According to AC 43.13-1B and most manufacturer standard practice manuals

(SPM), the wire must be installed such that any tendency for the fastener to loosen is countered by further

tightening of the wire. Technical specifications include: 

•  Wire Material: Stainless steel, Monel, or Inconel (depending on temperature).

•  Wire Diameter: Typically 0.020, 0.032, or 0.040 inches.

•  Twist Rate: Standard practices dictate 6 to 8 twists per inch for 0.032-inch wire to ensure optimal flexibility and 

strength.

2. Fluid Lines and Fittings

Standard practices for fluid lines involve the fabrication, routing, and installation of rigid and flexible tubing. A core 

principle is the Minimum Bend Radius. Bending a tube beyond its limit causes work hardening and wall thinning,

which leads to fatigue failure under high-pressure hydraulic cycles. Standard manuals provide tables based on tube

diameter and material (e.g., 5052-O aluminum vs. 304 stainless steel) to determine the exact bend allowance.

3. Electrical Wiring Interconnect Systems (EWIS)

As per ASTM F2799 and modern regulatory shifts, EWIS has its own set of standard practices. These include 

bundling techniques, shielding, and grounding. A critical rule in EWIS standard practice is the 'Standard Slack'

requirement—ensuring wires are not under tension to allow for structural movement and thermal expansion, while

also maintaining a minimum clearance from fluid lines (usually 6 inches) to prevent catastrophic failures in the

event of a leak.

Comparative Analysis: Acceptable Methods vs. Manufacturer Standards

In the field, a technician must often decide which document to follow. The following table compares the

characteristics of general advisory data against manufacturer-specific standard practice manuals.



Feature/Metric AC 43.13-1B (General) Manufacturer SPM (e.g., 
Textron/Honeywell)

ATA Chapter 20 (AMM)

Data Classification Acceptable Data Approved Data Approved Data

Scope General Aviation / Older 
Aircraft

Model-Specific Fleet Specific Airframe/Engine

Legal Authority Secondary (unless 
specified)

Primary (Mandatory) Primary (Mandatory)

Technical Detail Broad Principles Highly Specific 
Measurements

System-Integrated 
Procedures

Update Frequency Infrequent (decades) Regular Revisions (e.g., 
Oct 2019)

Periodic (with AMM 
updates)

Step-by-Step Practical Implementation: The Torque Process

To illustrate the application of standard practices, let us examine the professional workflow for torqueing a critical 

structural fastener. This procedure integrates technical data from both the Standard Practices Manualand

specific AMM requirements.

1.  Preparation and Inspection: Clean the threads using an approved solvent. Inspect for galling, corrosion, or 

deformation. Check the calibration date of the torque wrench (must be within the last 12 months).

2.  Reference the Torque Table: Determine if the torque value is 'Wet' or 'Dry.' If the AMM specifies a torque for a 

lubricated thread, but you are installing it dry, you must consult the SPM for the Dry-to-Wet conversion factor.

3.  Initial Seating: Run the nut down to the surface by hand. Ensure the washer (if required) is correctly oriented 

(e.g., chamfered side toward the bolt head).

4.  The Three-Step Torque Method: To ensure even distribution of clamping force, apply torque in increments: 

50%, 75%, and finally 100% of the target value.

5.  Verification: If using a click-type wrench, apply a smooth, steady pull until the mechanism activates. Do not 

'double-click,' as this can apply an additional impulse force exceeding the limit.

6.  Documentation: Record the specific torque value and the serial number of the calibrated tool used in the 

aircraft logbook.

Case Study: The Consequences of Deviating from Standard Practices

A notable example of the importance of standard practices can be found in incidents involving Hydrogen 

Embrittlement. In several cases, maintenance crews used unapproved cleaning agents (standard acidic cleaners) 

on high-strength steel bolts. Standard Practice manuals explicitly forbid the use of certain chemicals on fasteners 

with a tensile strength exceeding 150,000 psi. The deviation led to the absorption of hydrogen into the metal lattice, 

causing the bolts to snap under normal flight loads without warning. This highlights why the Cleaning and 

Corrosion Control section of a Standard Practices Manual is as vital as the assembly sections.

Troubleshooting Common Errors in Practice

•  Over-Safetying: Applying too many twists per inch in safety wire, which makes the wire brittle and prone to 

snapping under vibration. Solution: Adhere strictly to the 6-8 twists per inch rule.

•  Improper Hose Installation: Installing a flexible hose with a twist (torque) in the line. This significantly reduces 



the hose's pressure rating. Solution: Use the 'Lay Line' (the printed line on the hose) as a visual reference to ensure 

no twisting occurs during tightening.

•  Countersink Depth Errors: Shaving too much material during flush riveting. Solution: Consult the ATA Chapter 

51 (Standard Practices - Structures) for the 'Knife Edge' limit, which defines the minimum allowable thickness of the 

remaining material.

The Strategic Importance of Standard Practice Consistency

Standardization is the cornerstone of safety management systems (SMS) in modern aviation. When a technician at 

a Repair Station (MRO) in Singapore performs a repair using the Honeywell O/O Standard Practices Manual, a

technician in London can inspect that same repair with full confidence in its methodology. This global consistency is

what allows the aviation industry to maintain its status as the world's safest mode of transport.

Furthermore, as aircraft move toward more composite-heavy structures, standard practices are evolving. The 

F2799 Standard Practice now includes specific sections on electrostatic discharge (ESD) protection and the 

handling of Carbon Fiber Reinforced Polymers (CFRP). Unlike aluminum, composites require different standards 

for fastener fit and hole drilling to prevent delamination. These emerging standards are being integrated into the 

ATA 20 sections of modern manuals like those for the Boeing 787 or Airbus A350.

Synthesizing the Technical and Regulatory Requirements

Ultimately, Aircraft Maintenance Standard Practices are a living body of knowledge. They represent the

accumulation of decades of engineering lessons, forensic accident investigations, and metallurgical advancements.

For the Senior Technical Writer, the challenge lies in translating these complex engineering requirements into clear,

unambiguous instructions. For the technician, the challenge lies in the disciplined application of these instructions,

even for the most routine tasks. Whether it is the 1998 version of AC 43.13-1B or the latest 2019 revision of a

manufacturer's Standard Practices Manual, the goal remains the same: the total elimination of mechanical failure

through standardized excellence. By adhering to the mathematical rigor of torque applications, the procedural

discipline of safetying, and the regulatory oversight of approved data, the aviation industry ensures that the

standard for safety is never compromised.
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