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The study of humanities in the 21st century requires a multidisciplinary approach that bridges the gap between 

historical fact and cultural interpretation. AA100 The Arts Past and Present , a foundational module provided by 

the Open University, stands as a benchmark for introductory higher education in the arts. Specifically, Book 1: 

Reputations, edited and authored by scholars such as Elaine Moohan, serves as the critical entry point for

students. This volume does not merely present a chronological history; it interrogates the very mechanisms by

which historical figures and artistic movements gain, sustain, or lose their cultural standing. In this technical

exploration, we will analyze the structural components of the AA100 module, the pedagogical methodology of the

'Reputations' text, and the technical specifications of the integrated study materials.

The Theoretical Framework of 'Reputations' in Humanities

The core concept of Reputations within the AA100 curriculum is built upon the premise that 'fame' is a constructed 

phenomenon rather than an inherent quality. This framework utilizes Historiographical Analysisto examine how

the perception of an individual is shaped by contemporary media, political agendas, and subsequent historical

revisionism. The technical objective of the module is to move students from passive consumption of history to

active interrogation of sources.

Key Conceptual Pillars

•  Cultural Value: The methodology by which societies assign worth to specific artifacts or individuals.

•  Historical Contextualization: The practice of situating a reputation within the specific socio-political climate of 

its time.

•  Mediated Perception: How the medium (portraiture, biography, digital media) influences the message of a 

person's reputation.

•  Primary vs. Secondary Source Analysis: The rigorous technical process of distinguishing between eyewitness 

accounts and later interpretations.

By focusing on 'Reputations' as the first book of the series, the module establishes a Cognitive Scaffolding

approach. Students first learn to deconstruct familiar concepts (like fame) before moving on to more abstract

themes in later volumes, such as 'Tradition and Dissent' or 'Place and Leisure'.

Technical Specifications and Module Logistics

From a technical and administrative perspective, AA100 is a robust 60-credit undergraduate module. Within the 

European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS) , this equates to 30 credits, representing

approximately 600 hours of study over a standard academic year. This high-intensity workload requires a structured

distribution of resources, including text, audio, and visual media.

The Physical and Digital Study Pack

The 'Reputations' component is not limited to the physical 247-page textbook. It is a multi-modal learning 

experience. The technical inventory of the AA100 Study Pack includes:



Component Technical Format Quantity Primary Function

Book 1: Reputations Softcover / Paperback 1 Core theoretical text and 
case studies

Audio Materials Audio CD 3 Lectures, musical analysis, 
and interviews

Video Materials DVD Video 1 Visual documentaries and 
site visits

Interactive Media DVD-ROM 1 Digital archives and self-
assessment tools

Module Guide Print/Digital 1 Syllabus and assessment 
schedule

The inclusion of three Audio CDs is particularly significant for the technical study of music and spoken word 

reputation. For example, analyzing the reputation of a composer requires high-fidelity audio samples to 

demonstrate the 'canonical' versus 'non-canonical' interpretations of their work. Similarly, the DVD-ROMprovides a

technical interface for navigating complex historical databases, allowing students to engage in primary source

research from a remote environment.

Detailed Breakdown of Book 1: Reputations

Authored primarily by Elaine Moohan and published by the Open University (ISBN: 9780749217006), Book 1 is 

divided into specific case studies that act as laboratory environments for testing the 'Reputations' framework. These 

case studies often include figures such as Cézanne, Cleopatra, and Mary Queen of Scots.

The Historiography of Christopher Wren and St. Paul's Cathedral

One of the primary technical case studies within the book focuses on Sir Christopher Wren. The curriculum

analyzes his reputation not just as an architect, but as a symbol of national identity. The technical analysis involves:

1.  Architectural Semiotics: How the design of St. Paul's Cathedral communicated specific Enlightenment values.

2.  Political Patronage: The impact of the monarchy on the solidification of Wren's status in the architectural 

canon.

3.  Longitudinal Evaluation: How Wren's reputation fluctuated during the Victorian era compared to the modern 

day.

The Cezanne Case Study: Art and Innovation

In the study of Paul Cézanne, the text focuses on Formalist Analysis. Students are taught to look at the technical

execution of his paintings—specifically his use of geometric simplification and color modulation—to understand

why he is often cited as the 'Father of Modern Art'. The 'Reputation' here is technical: his influence on subsequent

movements like Cubism serves as the empirical evidence for his historical status.

Pedagogical Execution and Learning Outcomes

The AA100 module is designed according to Bloom's Taxonomy for Level 1 introductory study. The progression of

learning is structured to ensure that by the end of the 'Reputations' book, students have achieved several key

technical competencies.



Quantitative and Qualitative Learning Benchmarks

•  Evidence Synthesis: The ability to combine information from the text, audio CDs, and DVD video to form a 

coherent argument.

•  Critical Writing: Developing the technical skill to write essays that avoid descriptive summary and instead 

focus on analytical critique.

•  Visual Literacy: The capacity to 'read' an image or building as a historical document, identifying technical 

features that contribute to the subject's reputation.

•  Referencing Standards: Mastery of the Open University's specific Harvard-style referencing to ensure 

academic integrity.

Assessment Methodology (TMAs and EMAs)

Assessment in the AA100 module is technical and iterative. Students undergo Tutor-Marked Assignments (TMAs)

which are formatted to test specific skills. A typical TMA related to Book 1 might ask a student to compare the

'Reputation' of an individual across two different media formats (e.g., a written biography vs. a cinematic portrayal).



Assessment Type Focus Area Weighting Technical Requirement

TMA 01 Reputations: Primary 
Sources

15% Critical analysis of a 
specific source from Book 1

TMA 02 Reputations: Comparative 
Analysis

20% Synthesis of multiple case 
studies

EMA (Final) End-of-Module Assessment 50% Comprehensive cross-book 
theoretical application

The Role of Multimedia in Distance Learning Engineering

The technical success of AA100 lies in its Distance Learning Architecture. Unlike traditional campus-based 

universities, the Open University must engineer its course materials to be 'teacher-in-print'. The 3x Audio CD and 

1x DVD packincluded with Book 1 are not supplementary; they are core technical components designed to

simulate a seminar environment.

Audio Engineering for Humanities

The audio CDs often contain comparative listening exercises. For instance, in music-related sections, students

may hear two different performances of the same piece. The technical task is to identify differences in tempo,

orchestration, and dynamics, and then relate these technical variations back to the changing reputation of the

composer.

Visual Data and Video Analysis

The DVD content utilizes high-definition site visits. For students studying the reputation of a building like the

Parthenon or a figure like Christopher Wren, the video provides a 3D spatial understanding that a 2D photograph

cannot. This spatial data is crucial for understanding how the scale and orientation of architecture influence public

perception and 'Reputation'.

Comparative Analysis: AA100 vs. Traditional Humanities Modules

To understand the technical superiority of the AA100 framework, it is helpful to compare it against standard

'Introduction to Arts' curricula found in other institutions.



Feature Standard Humanities 101 AA100 (The Arts Past and Present)

Structure Chronological (Ancient to Modern) Thematic (Reputations, Tradition, 
Place)

Media Integration Lecture-dependent Integrated Multi-modal (CD, DVD, 
Web)

Depth of Study Broad overview of many subjects Deep dive into specific technical case 
studies

Primary Focus Fact memorization Methodological deconstruction of 
fame/value

Credit Value Typically 15-30 Credits 60 Credits (Comprehensive Year-1 
Core)

Technical Challenges and Troubleshooting for Students

Engaging with a module as dense as AA100 presents specific operational challenges. Common issues include 

Media Obsolescence and Information Overload.

Solutions for Multimedia Access

As modern laptops often lack internal CD/DVD drives, students must utilize external hardware or access the Open 

University's Virtual Learning Environment (VLE). The VLE serves as a technical mirror of the physical study 

pack, providing MP3 and MP4 versionsof all audio and video content. This redundancy ensures that the

'Reputations' module remains accessible regardless of the student's hardware configuration.

Managing the 600-Hour Workload

The technical volume of the AA100 module requires a Strategic Study Workflow:

1.  Initial Survey: Read the module guide to understand the learning outcomes for the 'Reputations' block.

2.  Active Reading: Use the 'SQ3R' method (Survey, Question, Read, Recite, Review) when tackling Elaine 

Moohan's text.

3.  Media Synchronization: Listen to the Audio CDs at the specific intervals indicated in the book (e.g., 'Now 

listen to Audio Track 4').

4.  Drafting TMAs: Start the TMA process at the beginning of the block, populating the essay with evidence as it 

is discovered in the text.

Conclusion: The Enduring Value of Reputational Analysis

The study of AA100 The Arts Past and Present - Book 1: Reputations  is more than an academic requirement; it 

is a technical immersion into the mechanics of cultural history. By dissecting the lives of historical figures through 

the lenses of Elaine Moohan and the Open University's interdisciplinary framework, students gain the analytical 

tools necessary to navigate an increasingly complex information landscape. The module's integration of physical 

textbooks, Audio CDs, and DVDscreates a robust, multi-sensory learning environment that sets the standard for

humanities education. Whether examining the architectural legacy of Christopher Wren or the formalist innovations

of Cézanne, the 'Reputations' block equips learners with a rigorous methodology for evaluating the past and

understanding its persistent influence on the present.



Ultimately, the technical depth of the AA100 curriculum ensures that its 60 credits represent a profound shift in

intellectual capability. Students emerge not just with knowledge of the arts, but with a refined ability to question how

history is written, why reputations are forged, and how the media of the past continues to shape the perceptions of

today. This foundational expertise serves as the bedrock for all subsequent study in the Faculty of Arts and Social

Sciences, proving that the study of 'Reputations' is, in itself, a task of immense cultural and academic value.
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