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The 2011 Honda CR-Z represents a unique inflection point in automotive engineering, serving as a spiritual 

successor to the CR-X while introducing the world to the first production gasoline-electric hybrid equipped with a 6-

speed manual transmission. As a sport hybrid coupe, the CR-Z utilizes Honda's proprietary Integrated Motor 

Assist (IMA) technology. This technical guide serves as an exhaustive reference for owners, technicians, and 

enthusiasts, drawing from the 2011 CR-Z Online Reference Owner's Manual and official Technology Reference 

Guides to provide an in-depth analysis of the vehicle’s mechanical, electronic, and operational systems.

1. Theoretical Framework: The Integrated Motor Assist (IMA) System

At the core of the 2011 Honda CR-Z is the IMA system, a parallel hybrid architecture where the primary power 

source is an internal combustion engine (ICE) assisted by an ultra-thin brushless DC electric motor. Unlike series

hybrids, the CR-Z’s electric motor is sandwiched between the engine and the transmission, acting as a starter

motor, an engine balancer, and a traction motor during acceleration.

1.1 Internal Combustion Engine Specifications

The ICE is a 1.5-liter, SOHC, 16-valve i-VTECinline 4-cylinder engine. The i-VTEC (Intelligent Variable Valve

Timing and Lift Electronic Control) system in the CR-Z is specifically tuned for low-end torque and high-efficiency

operation. During low-load cruising, the system can deactivate one intake valve per cylinder to increase swirl and

combustion efficiency.

1.2 The Electric Motor and IPU

The electric motor provides an additional 10 kW (13 hp) and 58 lb-ft of torque. It is powered by a 100.8-volt Nickel-

Metal Hydride (Ni-MH) battery pack housed within the Intelligent Power Unit (IPU) located beneath the cargo floor. 

The IPU manages the DC-to-DC conversion and controls the flow of energy during regenerative braking, where

the motor acts as a generator to recharge the battery during deceleration.

2. Three-Mode Drive System: Algorithmic Performance Tuning

One of the most significant technological features detailed in the 2011 Honda CR-Z Technology Reference Guide is 

the Three-Mode Drive System. This system allows the driver to alter the vehicle’s fundamental characteristics by 

changing the mapping of the Drive-by-Wire (DBW)throttle, the electric power steering (EPS) assist, and the IMA

motor's contribution.



Mode Throttle Response 
(DBW)

Steering Weight 
(EPS)

IMA Motor Assist Climate Control 
Priority

SPORT High Sensitivity Increased (Firmer) Maximum Assist Standard

NORMAL Linear Standard Balanced Standard

ECON Low Sensitivity 
(Dampened)

Standard Efficiency-Optimized Reduced Fan/AC 
Load

In ECON mode, the system prioritizes fuel economy by limiting the throttle opening regardless of physical pedal 

position and optimizing the CVT (if equipped) for lower RPMs. In SPORT mode, the MID (Multi-Information

Display) ring turns red, and the steering rack requires more input force, providing a more communicative driving

experience.

3. Operational Procedures: Cruise Control and Instrument Calibration

Technical data from user experiences indicates that setting the manual cruise control can occasionally lead to 

operational confusion. As outlined in the 2011 CR-Z Owner's Manual, the system requires a specific sequence of

logic checks before engagement.

3.1 Step-by-Step Cruise Control Activation

1.  Power On: Press the "CRUISE" button on the steering wheel. The "CRUISE MAIN" indicator will illuminate on 

the instrument cluster.

2.  Speed Threshold: The vehicle must be traveling at or above 25 mph (40 km/h).

3.  Setting Speed: Press the "SET/DECEL" button. The "CRUISE CONTROL" indicator light will appear.

4.  Adjustment: Use the "RES/ACCEL" (+) and "SET/DECEL" (-) buttons to increase or decrease speed in 

increments of 1 mph.

Technical Note:For CR-Z models with a manual transmission, depressing the clutch pedal or the brake pedal will

immediately disengage the cruise control. If the system fails to set, it is often due to a faulty brake pedal position

switch or a mismatch in the vehicle's speed sensor data.

3.2 Adjusting the Digital Clock

Depending on whether the vehicle is equipped with the Honda Satellite-Linked Navigation System, clock

adjustment varies. For non-navigation models:

  Press and hold the "CLOCK" button (often the AM/FM or CD button depending on the audio head unit version).

  Use the Preset 1 (H) to adjust hours and Preset 2 (M) to adjust minutes.

  Press "CLOCK" again to finalize the setting.

4. Maintenance Mindset and Component Longevity

The 2011 CR-Z Owner's Manual is described as a "permanent part of the vehicle." This is because the CR-Z 

utilizes a Maintenance Minder System, which calculates oil life based on engine operating conditions

(temperature, RPM, and load) rather than simple mileage intervals.

4.1 Maintenance Codes and Meaning



When the oil life reaches 15%, a maintenance code appears on the MID. These codes are critical for the longevity

of the IMA system and the 1.5L engine.



Code Required Service Action

A Replace engine oil.

B Replace engine oil and filter; inspect brakes, steering, and 
suspension.

1 Rotate tires.

2 Replace air cleaner element and dust/pollen filter.

3 Replace transmission fluid (MTF or CVTF).

5. Advanced Troubleshooting: IMA Battery and Operational Failures

A common technical concern for 2011 CR-Z owners involves the health of the IMA Battery Pack. Since the vehicle

is over a decade old, understanding the failure modes of the Ni-MH cells is paramount for continued operation.

5.1 IMA Warning Lights and Diagnostics

If the "IMA" warning light stays illuminated, the system has detected a voltage deviation between the cell taps. This 

usually disables the Auto-Stop feature (where the engine shuts off at red lights) and limits motor assist. A 

diagnostic scan will often reveal codes such as P0A7F (Hybrid Battery Pack Deterioration).

5.2 Case Study: Cruise Control Malfunction

In various technical forums, users report the cruise control light turning on but the "SET" function failing. Analysis 

shows that in 6-speed manual models, the Clutch Pedal Position (CPP) switchis the primary culprit. If the switch

is misaligned by even 1-2mm, the ECU perceives the clutch as being slightly depressed, preventing the cruise

control circuit from closing for safety reasons. Replacing the rubber stopper on the clutch pedal arm is a common

$5 fix for this complex-appearing electronic issue.

6. Comparison Matrix: 2011 CR-Z vs. Hybrid Competitors

To understand the CR-Z's position in the 2011 market, we must compare its technical specifications against other

hybrids of the era, such as the Honda Insight and the Toyota Prius.



Feature 2011 Honda CR-Z 2011 Honda Insight 2011 Toyota Prius

Powertrain Type Parallel (IMA) Parallel (IMA) Series-Parallel (HSD)

Transmission Options 6-MT or CVT CVT Only e-CVT Only

Combined HP 122 hp 98 hp 134 hp

Chassis Focus Sport/Agility Utility/Economy Maximum Efficiency

7. Engineering the Driver Experience: Ergonomics and Interior Tech

The European Media Newsroomdata emphasizes that the CR-Z was designed with a "driver-focused cockpit." The

3D backlit instrument cluster uses ambient lighting to coach the driver. For example, staying in the "green" zone of

the tachometer indicates high fuel efficiency, while "blue" indicates moderate efficiency, and "red" (in Sport mode)

indicates high-performance consumption.

7.1 Multi-Information Display (MID) Logic

The MID provides real-time data including:

  Instant Fuel Economy: Bar graph showing 0-100 mpg.

  Average Fuel Economy: Tracked over Trip A and Trip B.

  IMA Energy Flow: A real-time diagram showing whether the battery is being charged by the engine/braking or 

assisting the wheels.

  Simplified Navigation: Turn-by-turn prompts (on Navi-equipped models).

8. Safety Systems and Structural Integrity

The 2011 CR-Z utilizes Honda’s Advanced Compatibility Engineering™ (ACE™)body structure. This is a

technical design that enhances occupant protection and crash compatibility in frontal collisions. The structure uses

a network of connected structural elements to distribute crash energy more evenly throughout the front of the

vehicle.

8.1 Active and Passive Safety Hardware

•  VSA (Vehicle Stability Assist): Integrates with the DBW throttle and 4-channel ABS to modulate individual 

brakes and engine torque during oversteer or understeer.

•  Active Head Restraints: Designed to reduce the likelihood of whiplash injury by moving forward and upward 

during a rear-end collision.

•  High-Voltage Cutoff: In the event of a significant impact, the IPU automatically disconnects the high-voltage 

battery from the rest of the vehicle to prevent electrical hazards.

Technical Synthesis

The 2011 Honda CR-Z remains a sophisticated piece of machinery that requires a firm understanding of both 

traditional combustion mechanics and early-generation hybrid electronics. By adhering to the guidelines found in 

the 2011 CR-Z Online Reference Owner's Manual, owners can ensure the longevity of the IMA battery and the

high-revving i-VTEC engine. Whether it is troubleshooting the nuances of the cruise control system or



understanding the mathematical logic behind the Maintenance Minder codes, technical literacy is the key to

maximizing the potential of this unique hybrid sport coupe. As the automotive industry moves toward full

electrification, the CR-Z stands as a testament to the era of hybrid experimentation, offering a tactile, manual

driving experience that remains rare in the green-energy landscape.
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