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The 2002 Honda Accord represents the final iteration of the sixth-generation Accord (1998–2002), a period often 

cited by automotive engineers as a benchmark for mid-size sedan durability and ergonomic efficiency. As the 

culminating model year, the 2002 variant integrated all the incremental improvements gathered over the 

generation's five-year lifecycle. This technical analysis provides an exhaustive look into the vehicle’s mechanical 

architecture, electronics, maintenance requirements, and the specific 'Special Edition' and 'Value' packages that 

defined its market exit strategy. By examining the service protocols found in the 1998-2002 Honda Accord Service 

Manual and the V6 Supplement, we can understand the rigorous engineering standards Honda applied to this

platform.

1. Architectural Overview and Trim Variations

The 2002 Accord was offered in both sedan and coupe body styles, built upon a chassis that emphasized structural

rigidity and occupant safety. One of the defining characteristics of this generation was the move to a global

platform, though the North American model remained wider and longer than its Japanese and European

counterparts to accommodate regional preferences for cabin volume.

The 2002 Special Edition and Value Packages

For the 2002 model year, Honda introduced a "Special Edition" (SE) trim and enhanced the "Value Package" (VP) 

to maintain competitiveness. These trims were strategically designed to offer premium features at a lower entry 

price. The Value Package specifically targeted the budget-conscious consumer, often including air conditioning, an 

automatic transmission, and keyless entry as standard equipment—features that were typically optional on base 

DX models. The Special Editionwent further, bridging the gap between the mid-range LX and the top-tier EX trims

by adding 15-inch alloy wheels, a 6-disc in-dash CD changer, and unique interior upholstery.

From a technical perspective, these packages did not alter the core powertrain but significantly changed the 

Multiplex Control System(MCS) configurations to account for the added electronic accessories. Understanding

these variations is crucial for technicians when diagnosing electrical faults, as the wiring harnesses for an SE trim

may differ slightly from a standard LX.

2. Powertrain Engineering: F23A and J30A Series

The 2002 Accord utilized two primary engine architectures: the 2.3-liter inline-4 (F23A series) and the 3.0-liter V6 

(J30A1). Both engines utilized Honda’s VTEC (Variable Valve Timing and Lift Electronic Control) system,

though their implementations differed significantly.

2.3L I4 (F23A1, F23A4, F23A5)

The four-cylinder models were powered by the F23A series engine. The F23A1 (VTEC) produced 150 horsepower, 

while the F23A4 was a SULEV (Super Ultra Low Emission Vehicle) variant. These engines featured a single 

overhead cam (SOHC) design with four valves per cylinder. The technical highlight of the F23A is its Secondary 



Balancing System, which uses twin counter-rotating balance shafts to cancel out second-order vibrations inherent

in large-displacement four-cylinder engines.

3.0L V6 (J30A1)

The J30A1 was a 60-degree V6 engine producing 200 horsepower and 195 lb-ft of torque. Unlike the I4, the V6 

utilized a timing belt to drive the overhead cams and featured a simplified VTEC system that operated on the intake 

valves only. The J-series engine was notable for its compact design, utilizing a single-piece intake manifold and a 

lightweight valvetrain. For technicians, the 98-01/02 V6 Supplement manual is indispensable, as the V6 models

required unique procedures for engine removal, transmission mating, and cooling system bleeding.



Feature/Spec 2.3L I4 (F23A1) 3.0L V6 (J30A1)

Displacement 2,254 cc 2,997 cc

Horsepower 150 hp @ 5700 RPM 200 hp @ 5500 RPM

Torque 152 lb-ft @ 4900 RPM 195 lb-ft @ 4700 RPM

Compression Ratio 9.3:1 9.4:1

Valvetrain SOHC VTEC (4 valves/cyl) SOHC VTEC (4 valves/cyl)

Fuel Requirement 87 Octane (Unleaded) 87 Octane (Unleaded)

3. Electronic Control Systems and Computer Removal

The 2002 Accord features a sophisticated Powertrain Control Module (PCM) or Engine Control Module (ECM),

depending on the transmission type. The PCM manages both the engine's fuel/ignition maps and the automatic

transmission's shift logic. Removal of the computer is a common task for diagnostic testing, aftermarket tuning, or

replacement due to water damage or circuit failure.

Step-by-Step PCM/ECM Removal Procedure

1.  Safety Preparation: Disconnect the negative battery cable. This prevents electrical surges and ensures the 

internal capacitors of the PCM discharge safely. Wait at least 3 minutes if the vehicle is equipped with SRS 

(Airbags).

2.  Accessing the Unit: In the 1998-2002 Accord, the PCM is located behind the center console, near the floor. 

You must remove the passenger-side kick panel and potentially the glovebox or lower dash covers to gain full 

access.

3.  Connector Disengagement: The PCM is secured by three or four multi-pin connectors. Use a small flat-head 

screwdriver to depress the locking tabs. Caution: Do not pull on the wires; pull only on the plastic connector housing.

4.  Hardware Removal: The unit is held in place by 10mm bolts or nuts on a mounting bracket. Remove these 

and slide the unit out toward the passenger footwell.

It is important to note that the 2002 model uses an Immobilizer System (Type 2). If the PCM is replaced, the

ignition keys must be reprogrammed to the new unit using a Honda-specific diagnostic tool (HDS) or a compatible

locksmith tool, otherwise, the vehicle will not start (the green key light will flash on the dashboard).

4. Chassis and Suspension: Front Wheel Hub Assembly

A frequent maintenance item for high-mileage 2002 Accords is the Front Wheel Hub Assembly. The 1998-2002

generation utilizes a "press-in" bearing design rather than a complete bolt-on hub unit seen in later generations.

This requires specialized tools for service.

Technical Breakdown of the Hub and Bearing

The front suspension uses a double-wishbone configuration, which provides superior handling but complicates hub

removal. For the 2.3L 4-cylinder models (USA spec), the hub assembly consists of the hub itself, a sealed ball

bearing, and the steering knuckle. Failure symptoms include a low-frequency growling noise that increases with

vehicle speed and lateral play in the wheel when the vehicle is jacked up.



Maintenance Checklist for Hub Replacement:

•  Spindle Nut Torque: Must be torqued to 181 lb-ft (245 N·m) and then staked into the driveshaft keyway.

•  Bearing Orientation: If the bearing has an integrated magnetic encoder for ABS, it must be installed with the 

magnetic side facing the sensor.

•  Pressing Force: Use a hydraulic press to seat the bearing into the knuckle, then the hub into the bearing. 

Never apply force to the inner race of the bearing when pressing into the knuckle.

5. Comprehensive Maintenance Schedules

According to the 2002 Accord Owner's Manual, maintaining the vehicle according to the prescribed schedules is

the primary method for preserving the drivetrain's longevity. Honda categorizes maintenance into "Normal" and

"Severe" conditions.

Standard Maintenance Intervals

•  Engine Oil: Every 7,500 miles (Normal) or 3,750 miles (Severe). 5W-20 is the recommended viscosity for the 

2002 model year.

•  Automatic Transmission Fluid (ATF): Every 30,000 miles. Critical Note: Use only Honda Genuine ATF-Z1 (now 

superseded by DW-1). The 6th generation Accord automatic transmissions are sensitive to fluid quality and 

temperature.

•  Timing Belt and Water Pump: Every 105,000 miles or 7 years. This is an interference engine; a belt failure will 

result in catastrophic valve-to-piston contact.

•  Valve Clearance Adjustment: Every 105,000 miles. SOHC engines require manual adjustment of the rocker 

arms to ensure proper volumetric efficiency and noise reduction.

6. Exterior Components: Mirror Glass Replacement

Repairing the 2002 Accord is not always a major mechanical undertaking. Simple tasks like Passenger Side 

Mirror Glass Replacementare common. The mirrors on this generation are often heated (on EX models) and

power-adjustable. If the glass is cracked but the motor still functions, the glass alone can be replaced.

Installation Workflow:

1.  Tilt the mirror glass upward manually until the bottom edge is accessible.

2.  Gently pry the glass holder away from the motor actuator using a plastic trim tool.

3.  If equipped with heating elements, disconnect the two electrical leads.

4.  Snap the new glass into the actuator, ensuring all four retaining clips are seated.

7. Troubleshooting Common Failure Modes

While the 2002 Accord is highly reliable, specific failure modes have been documented in technical service bulletins

(TSBs) and consumer reports.

Transmission Heat Management

The 4-speed (I4) and 5-speed (V6) automatic transmissions in this era were prone to overheating under heavy 

load. The technical cause was often related to the Torque Converter Clutch (TCC)solenoid or clogged internal

fluid passages. Engineers recommend installing an external transmission cooler if the vehicle is used in

mountainous terrain or for light towing.

EGR Port Clogging

The J30A1 V6 engine frequently suffers from Exhaust Gas Recirculation (EGR)port blockage. Carbon buildup in



the intake manifold passage triggers a P0401 OBD-II code. The solution involves removing the intake manifold

cover and cleaning the specific port with a drill bit (manually) and carb cleaner, as outlined in the service manual

supplement.

Main Fuel Relay Failure

A classic Honda issue that persisted into 2002 is the PGM-FI Main Relayfailure. Dry solder joints on the relay

circuit board expand when hot, causing the car to crank but not start on hot days. The relay is located under the

driver's side dash and can be repaired by reflowing the solder or replacing the unit.

8. Comparison of 2002 Accord Trim Levels

To provide a clear evaluation of the 2002 lineup, the following table compares the essential metrics across the

sedan range.



Metric DX LX EX SE

Engine 2.3L I4 (F23A5) 2.3L I4 (F23A1) 2.3L I4 or 3.0L V6 2.3L I4 (F23A1)

Braking System Front Disc / Rear 
Drum

Front Disc / Rear 
Drum

4-Wheel Disc (ABS) 4-Wheel Disc (ABS)

Wheels 14" Steel w/ Covers 15" Steel w/ Covers 15" Alloy 15" Alloy (Unique)

Audio 2-Speaker AM/FM 4-Speaker Cassette 6-Speaker w/ CD 6-Speaker w/ 6-CD

Moonroof Not Available Optional Standard Optional

9. Theoretical Framework of the Double Wishbone Suspension

The 2002 Accord’s handling characteristics are largely attributed to its Double Wishbone Suspension on all four 

wheels. Unlike the simpler MacPherson strut design used in many competitors (and later Accords), the double 

wishbone setup consists of an upper and lower control arm. This configuration allows engineers to control the 

Camber Curve of the wheel more precisely during suspension travel.

Mathematically, the suspension geometry is designed to maintain the maximum contact patch of the tire during 

cornering. As the body rolls, the upper wishbone's shorter length (relative to the lower arm) pulls the top of the tire 

inward (negative camber), counteracting the positive camber gain caused by body lean. This results in more 

predictable handling and higher lateral grip. For the technical enthusiast, maintaining the bushings in these control 

arms is vital; worn bushings will alter the Toe-in and Casterangles, leading to premature tire wear and diminished

steering feedback.

10. Resource Management: Online Reference Manuals

Owners of the 2002 Accord Sedan and Coupe have access to Online Reference Owner's Manuals, which 

provide digitized versions of the original physical documentation. These resources are critical for identifying fuse 

box locations, bulb specifications (e.g., 9005/9006 headlamps), and instrument cluster warning light meanings. For 

deep-level repair, the DIGITAL MANUALScovering the 1998-2002 range serve as the definitive guide for torque

specifications, wiring diagrams, and hydraulic flow charts.

The 2002 Honda Accord stands as a testament to balanced automotive engineering. It successfully merged the

simplicity of late-90s mechanical design with the emerging electronic sophistication of the early 2000s. Whether

analyzing the efficiency of the F23A1 VTEC engine, the complexities of the double-wishbone suspension, or the

practicalities of the Special Edition trim, the vehicle demonstrates a commitment to durability. By adhering to the

rigorous maintenance schedules outlined in the official service manuals and understanding the specific procedural

requirements for components like the PCM or wheel hub assemblies, owners and technicians can ensure these

vehicles remain operational for hundreds of thousands of miles. The 2002 model was not just a "car of the year" in

various publications; it was the final, refined statement of an era that prioritized longevity over planned

obsolescence.
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